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To the Moft Illuftrious 

fAMES FKZ-fAMES. 
S I R, 

I HIS Noble Arabian 
A approaches you in an 

77 7 /7 VA 1 ^ 


Englifh Garb, to congratu¬ 
late your Return from fo fer¬ 
tile and fo glorious an Har- 
vett of Lawrel.r, as the Scene 
of Buda has afforded you this 
Campaign; and at the fame 
time to demand your Pro- 
tettion. His Quality of an 
Officer , as well as of a 5tr^«- 
ger, will, doubtlefi, not only 
■A. 1 apo- 





7 he Epijlle "Dedicatory . I < ^ 3e epijlle Dedicatory. 

apologise for* this Intrufion I was be could no 

bat endear him to all the Ge- 1 where kfi himfelf under great-, 
nerorn and Brave. He courts I ^ Gallantry, and Expectation, 
Tour Patronage, Sir, asknow-\f n( ^ f ^ at bk being your Vo- 
ingthat once'obtain’d, it willl Hnteer a ^ or ^ 'bim-SL migh-. 
be an infallible means to make I % ^ ro faeB °f a new Scene 
his own Merits known. The! ^Conquefts. Here, Sir, her 
Repubhc{ of Letters is more| ftrikes in with the Vniverfal 
than a little indebted to his| J P n * on : - or bow far may 
Country-men , for the niceftl we not exten d our hopes from 
Speculations we have in alll^ 1 an indefatigable Aqplica -. 
forts of Sciences • and We par -1 72 to ^ 9Hr \ Inch a matcb- 
ticularly to him for this Hi-\ e ( s intrepidity , fuch a matu- 
ftory, containing fuch variety °f C onduB in fuch green 
of Revolution and Events.\ T f ari > fuch a number oifro- 
This is what-, Sir,I hope wilil^ with the . R npidity of 
attone for my Prefumption , inp 0ar Progrejfes in the Field 
ufhering this Noble Foreign- 1 honour, of which the Spa- 
er into your Prefence. Hel^ *j an iw ks > Tartars, 

was! A- 3 are 
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are the fad Hiflorians ? Yet 
tho'th tgreainefs of your Ex¬ 
ploits, Sir, is what all the 
World knows, and all the 
World admires ; yet, you 
have other Embelijhments that 
will no lels decf^ up your 
Triumphs than all the luHre 
derived from the moft glo¬ 
rious Expeditions. Thefe are 
tho it precious Gifts, thoferare 
Talents of Nature , that mix¬ 
ture of Srreetnefs and Maje- 
fty that covers all your Illu¬ 
sions Perfon, that CharaUer 
of a Hero engrav'd no lels in 
your Face than in your A&i- 
ons ; that eafmefs of Accefs, 
familiarity of Converfe • that 

Soul, 


The Epijile Dedicatory, 
Soul, great, good, and generous, 
and in every thing proclaim¬ 
ing the Divinity of your Ex¬ 
traction. Thefe are the Ex¬ 
cellencies that have already 
gain’d you an Empire over 
all Hearts; with which the 
Nation muft be contented, till 
luch time as that our Mighty 
Vrince fhall bid March to the 
be ft Troops in the World. 
And thefe are the Excellen¬ 
cies that do the more parti¬ 
cularly engage me to be eter¬ 
nally, with Devotion, 

SIR, 

Your moft Obedient, and 

moft Humble Servant, 

Matt. Taubman. 



T H E 

PREFACE 

OF 

Abulcacim Tariff Abentariq. 

P Raifed and Glorified be, for 
evermore <me foie God **i 
Creator of all tbings^tlZ. 
moje Reign is without beginning,*™- 
and without middle, as well as 
without end. The yBeing from 
whence proceeds all^fteings : The 
fir ft and only caufe that fubfifts of 
it felf and gives motion to all 
others, which it caufes to'act 
through incomprehenfeble Reforts, 
moving asitpleafes, the Hearts * 
of all Men, and particularly that 




The Preface. 

of Kings 5 to accomplifh by them, 
as fecond caufes upon Earth, what 
Providence has refoldd cm from 
all Eternity in Heaven 5 who pu- 
nifhes him that merits it by his 
Juft ice, andpredeftines whomever 
he pleafes by his Mercy , feeing 
written together, and of one and 
the fame date, the paft,prefent and 
future, in the great Book, of his 
infinite knowledge. 

To this great God do Intake my 
humble Addreffes, to obtain the 
force I Jhall need to write exaftly 
* In Ara- and truly, The Hiftory ©f the 
ufcby that Conqueft of Spain , and the 
i7!X Wars occafiond by the Deathof 
Sion, Call Ph Aboulvaiid Almanzor, 
hehIs afon?l0t on b iftthat great Kingdom, 
doneic but in Africa, and throughout 
anyforg- tbe whole extent of the Arabians; 
,ng - fir ft of all among the Princes his 

Children, and afterwards among 

the 
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the Govemours of all his King¬ 
doms :j who after having revolt¬ 
ed} againft their King, wagd War 
upon one another, about the divi- 
fton of that great Empire. As I 
wilt add nothing of my felf to fetch 
great events, fave fetch confidera- 
ble matters as occurfd in tkofe 
times 5 I neither expeH nor merit 
Honour or Profit: I only require 
of him that jhall read what I am- 
going to- write, that he would pray 
God to teach me what I ought to 
do for his fervice> and that he 
would fupply what is not in me by 
his Grace : And indeed l am well 
afford of being blanid for having 
undertaken fo vaft a defign , and 
that fever at will find (as it is true) 1? Ara- 
thai it required both more lofty meallalhi- 
and more polijh’d Genuififes than S H ' eh ’ 
mine ; to give the necefifiary Weight 
and Authority to fo great a Work 

. But 
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But after having agreed with them I ^ re ^ acc; 

in this, they will allow me to tell\ *bo cou ^ & ow ^ )em better -, as 
them the Reafons that made me t. f rom ^Principal Officers andGe- 
takePen in Hand -, and perhaps\‘ nera ^ s ofdrmies, who have them- 
they will be fatisfyj yk&t $jhall\H ves & iven me Letters and 
tell them thaP'I was prefent in I Memoires whereof I make mention 
that War, from the firft day that I * n ^bat I might be 

General Tariff entred Spaig with 1 accordingly provided for the wri- 
j Count Julian, until that he had\ tln £> one time or other, 
finijhd that Conqueft 5 and that\ Wherefore 1 may hope that thofe 
there was no Battel nor Occafion I as ta ^ thepains to read it, 

■but whereat I was in Perfon, ex -1 caftead of Wondering at myBold- 
cepting the Sieges of Carmona, I m f s > con me thanks for my 
and of Merida-, by reafon that J I*Good Will, and will have fome * Niacb* 
that time, I was in the Province l^ulgence for the faults ds-fhal&^Z 
of Grenada, with that great X^oubtlefs, in great numbers occur 
Captain. I therein, when they fhall confider 

Thus I may fay, that I have there is no Body in the World 
been an Eye-witnefs of vioji of the I exm P l f TOm them, and'- that we 
things whereof 1 fpeak. 5 and that I ou pJ ot t0 minc ^ our 0fpn > before we 
as for thofe I have not feen in all Yj^gcof thofeof others-, nay, fome. 
times, I have had the Curiofity to Y^re will be that will find there 
be informed of them from Perfons I wou ldhave been much more reafon 

who I t0 ^ ave blamid me, had I not made 
« I any 
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any Memoires of all 1 bad fee* 
than to have mad 5? them fuck * 
they are 5 and the greatest Critic,k 
mil be obhgd to wn. That if a 
Authors that undertake to mitt 
Hifioty, had life me, had fom 
fart in the Events they defcribe 
their Works would be much bettei 
receivd by the Public{, arid not 
e as they dre,for tkemofi part 
full of Falfities and Uncertainties 
I make no Difficulty to fpeaf in 
this manner, f or as at the term 
moment that I write thefe great I 
things, there are ft iU People <1 
that time, that, as well as me I 
bavefeen the greatefi part of them ! 
and who can give me the lye, ifi 
do not relate them according as the\ 
pafsd? I fhall content rtty felfwithi 
taking them to witnefs of the I 
truth 5 and! willingly fuhmit m\ 
Mf to their Cenfure. I 

the! 



THE 


PUBLISHER 


TO THE 


READER. 

S ince the Novelty of the mat¬ 
ter, and the Form of this 
enfiiing Hiftory, do poffihly re¬ 
quire fomething to be faid for 
its better Illuftration, I fhall a 
little ftrds upon thy Patience, 
Gracious Reader, by fb modilh 
a Tranfgreflion as that of a Pre¬ 
face. A man feldom arrives 
at a Delicate Entertainment 
without running the Gauntlet 
of a bundance of Formality; 
feldom gets to Court without 

Handing 
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{landing the Brunt of continu¬ 
al Ceremony ; nor to the En¬ 
joyment of a Miftrefs without 
brufhing through a Confounded 
deal of Wooing and Riffling: 
And yet without being an Epi¬ 
cure, Ambitious, or a Lover 5 
if the Scene be new, whateyer 
trouble it may have cofl him, 
he finds his fatisfadfioa Now 
this is matter to urge for my 
Excufe in the prelent inftance: 
For undoubtedly, hardly has 
there ever been fuch very con- 
fiderable Occurrences and Re¬ 
volutions in the World as thofc 
here deferibed, and yet with 
which we are lefs acquainted.; 
Thus the Learned, as well as 
others, will have wherewithal to 
gratify their Curiofity, scad aug¬ 
ment their Knowledge:. Tms 
is abundantly made out by. the 

Tran- 


To the Reader. 

Tranfktor, in the DifTertation he 
had annnex’d: But he going in¬ 
to France this Summer, and 
leaving his Copy with a Friend 

that Friend handed it to the 

Frefs 5 and it was agreed it 
would make the Computer 
Book were the Mutation ad- 
joyndto the fecond and laft 
Volume 5 though it proves the 
Truth of this Hiflory, by con¬ 
ferring it with the Hiflory of 

S T a ?-ri v veral 

Turkijh, and Ferfian Manufcripts 

His abfence mufl at the fame 

tHne Apologize for fome, per - 

chance unpolifhd pafTages 

which he would have refined’ 

L d u hey P^’ d his Review 5 
which poflibly,fo far from being 

Blermfhes like Moles, rather 
heighten the Beauty. 


a 


But 
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Bat bating faeh final! ffip£ 
what can be of ; more impor¬ 
tance, than an account both of 
one of the greateft and le^ft 
known Heroes that was ever 
in the World, as was that Fa¬ 
mous Arabian Monarch Abnan- 
zor ; who after having taken 
Damafcm, and Conquer’d the 
greateft part of Perfia, and the 
Indies, render’d himfelf Mafter 
of all Africa that was known 
at that time 5 and whole Gcne- 
rals,having reduc’d Spain infub- 
jedrion to him, could hardly 
curb themfelvcs from paflmg 
the Pyrenees, and undertaking 
the Conqueft of Prance, before 
they had received orders from 
their Mafter for that purpofe. 
Yet do not our Hiftorians fo 
much as agree upon this migh¬ 
ty Princes Name* of the time 

when 
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when he Reigned, nor of the 
Year when the Moors pals’d die 
Streight. 

But the Principal caufe of 
our little acquaintance with this, 
and other the Hiftories of the 
Eafiern Princes, is the Ignorance 
of the Arabic 4 , Perfian, Turkijh , 
and Mauritanick. Languages, 
which hinders us from being’ 
fb Critical as to know the good, 
from bad Books, written in 
thole Tongues 5 and the diffi¬ 
culty there is, not only in undcr- 
. ftanding them aright, but in 
reading them alfo aright 5 in- 
fomuch, that after many Years 
Study, few People but do at 
length delift. 

Wherefore we muft needs 
own our lelves the more indebt¬ 
ed to Michael de Lund, for ha¬ 
ving taken the pains- to Tran- 
a 2 flate 







To the Readeri 

flate Alulcacim’s Works into 
Spanijh 5 fince this fingleHifto- 
r7 may (land in Competition 
with all thbfebf the Greeks and 
Romans. And indeed, the Cir - 
cumftances of theConqueft of 
Spain by the Moors, in the Year 
712 of our Lord, are lb curious, 
and the Life of the Caliph Al- 
manzor , under whom this great 
Event happen’d, fo fine, that 
Abulcacim Abentari , who accom¬ 
panyd Tariff and Muca through¬ 
out that whole Expedition, 
may be faid to Challenge more. 
Credit than Arrian , who only 
writ after the Memoires of 
Ptolomy and Arifiobulus, who 
attended Alexander in his 5 and 
that he has all the Qualificati¬ 
ons necelfary to merit the Cha¬ 
racter of the molt perfect of 
Hiltorians. 

Now 
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Now to fhew the Authentic^ 
nels of the Arabick Original, 
and the Spaniflo Verfion, many 
of the molt Eminent Spanijh 
Authors, cis PedrRodrigo 
Caro, Bleda, and others, Quote 
and Commend Abulcacim Tariffs 
as an Author the molt worthy 
of Credit they knew ; And as 
for Michael de Luna, his Tram 
llator, as he was a Citizen of 
Grenada , whence the Moors had 
not been long driven, he could 
know by Tradition many things 
that had relation to this Hillo- 
ry .* And in all' probability ha¬ 
ving been chofen by Philip the 
Second, to be Interpreter of 
the Arabick. Tongue 5 and ha¬ 
ying doubtlels had a great part 
in the Scrutiny made after Ara¬ 
bick. Books, that compos d the 
greateft part of the Ejcurial Li- 
a 3 brary, 
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brary, he muft have feen and 
examin’d all thole that fpeak of 
the fame fubje& 5 and that he 
would not nave chofen it to 
have given it to the Publickyf he 
had not judg d it more worthy 
of it than all the reft. 

VVe fhall not defeend to ju- 
ftifie this Hiftory particularly, 
deferring that to the Differtation 
in the fecond Volume 3 wherein 
it is compar'd, and put to the 
Teft with the moft ; Authentick 
Oriental Manufcripts. Befides, 
we have been but too rude al¬ 
ready, in detaining thee fo long, 
when the Entrance is lb alluring. 
Hiftory is the Miftrefs of all 
Mankind 3 a Miftrels that Re¬ 
fines and Diverts the Ingenious, 
new Polilhes the grols and un¬ 
couth, and has Reformed me 5 
and fo, out of Gratitude, my 

Darling. 
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Darting But through an over¬ 
peat Pubhck Spirit, I could no 
JP n Sthe Englijh World 
*c PoflcflSon of fo Ravilhinga 
Miftrelsj and fo have ground 
to hope that this piece of Gene- 
rolitywill meet with fuch a due 
Acceptance, as may quicken me 
to haften out the next, and in¬ 
deed more entertaining Volume. 
And 10 FarewcI. 
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PART I. 

Containing the Life of Don 
Rodrigo, King of Spain. 
The Conquejl of that King, 
dom under the Caliph Va¬ 
lid Almanzor: And the 
JKars which his Death oc. 
cajtond in Africa, in Eu, 
rope and Alia, between 
his Children and his Gene, 
rals. 

i 

Luna and all the Spanijb Authors put 
Mira mamolin, inftead of Emir el mume- 
vin. Prince of Believers. Almanzor fig. 
nihesAuguft, Victorious. Caliphe, Vi¬ 
car, Succcflor. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. I. 


Anagilda, King Acotta s Widdow, 
withdraws, with the Prince her 
Son, to Cordoua; Rodrigo 
invites her to bring him backjo 
Court to affifi at a Fefiival. 
i>he goes thither, and detarts 
thence forthwith.' 

1 ^vifa Year Pl 1 . 0 ^ thC He Z ira , Spain Hegira fig. 

as govern d by a King call’d Ro- niii «Se- 
t ng0 \ the Race of the Goths; 

trv fS mt ° that Coun ' L he ^ 

try trom the fartheft parts of the North be ^ ln t0 

^ d Relt° made P*; ofeffio n of the Chrifli- to" 
Religion. This Kingdom did then ^ rs - 
enjoy a profound Peace, and was as The /“ r 
fubjeaiin. 

could be formerly to the Great Alman- :? with 

ZKk Y S r eraign Lord ‘ Irfomuch^ofo* ' 

that this unhappy Prince f for we mav Lord - 

.bandon himfclf to all the Vices, where- 
oi lalenels is Commonly the fcurce. 

B What 






2 The Conquefi of Spain 

What curb’d him, was the young. 
Prince Don Smcho , Son to the late King 
Aco/la, his Eldeft Brother; to whom 
*mr mi- by confequence * the Crown was devol- 
r/icepteri ve d after his Death, and which had 
been only conferr’d upon him until the 
Majority of his Nephew. But he was 
loath to refign fo precious a Pledge, 
and his thoughts were wholly taken 
up in contriving the medris to appro¬ 
priate the whole Authority to Himfelfj 
which to him.did not fecm fufficiently 
Charming, as long as it. was only bor¬ 
row’d. ‘ '• 

The more his Nephew became, for¬ 
tify’d in Body and Mind, the more this 
unnatural Unkle became peevilh and 
uneafie. The Affcdtion which all the 
Grandees bore him, much before the, 
* AiMir, time giving him a * Jealoufie, which. 
notheT 3 he had much ado to diflemble. 
thing out- Queen Anagilda having fooner than, 
wardly. an y ot ber, perceiv’d the ill will he bore 
her Son, feldom fuffer’d him out of her 
fight, and only plac’d fuch perfons 
about him, as of whofe fidelity me was, 
well allur'd. But, in Ihort, the AfFe- 
diion Hie had for Don Sanche making 
her flirift into all Rodrigo's pernicious 
Defigns, and to forefee the ftorm that 

. was 


by the Moors. ■% 

Was fuddenly like to come pouring 
upon her Head ; fhe ask’d Rodrigo f 
Permiffion to leave Toledo , the ufu- 
al Abode of the Kings of Cafiille 

rV? T r 5° a City in ^daLfia\ 
called Cordoua , whither fhe took a- 

n g o er r ?°"’ and a11 her Houfhold. 

This Refolution, which Rodrigo durft 

not thwart, - made him harbour new 
and ftronger Diltrufis: He every mo¬ 
ment fancy d that his Nephew had at¬ 
tain d to his years of Majority; that 

Handf ^ T t 0 J e P Ut into his 
Hands, and of an abfolute King as he 

was, become his Subjedh* Pupd: And 

looking on this fall as a thing worfe 

te/ound no brno? 

to fcreen himfelf from it, than to dif- 

5 d£ World! “ P " ffible D> " 
n To bring this Defign the more eafily 
nd fecretly about, he caus’d a Turna- 
ment to be proclaim’d at Toledo ; where 
leveral days were wholly fpent in the 
Preparations for fo great an Entertain- 

as a Pe °pie were invited 
to be there on the day it was to begin 
he fent a Courier on purpofe to Cor. 
doua earneftly to entreat Qpeen Ana- 
gilda to Honour it with her Prefence, 

® z and 
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and with that of the Prince her Son. 
This Prtnceis ever labouring under the 

might c-onfide: They alt agreed,That the 
Dilidence die harbour’d of her Brother- 
in-Law was well grounded, but that it 
became her not to buffer it to be per¬ 
ceiv’d : That Rodrigo wou d eafily guefs 
the Reafon why the Prince went not 
to Court, and fa might be urg d to Ex¬ 
tremities, for which they ought not to 
sive him any occafion. 

Immediately after, Orders being gi¬ 
ven for the Departure, and the rumours 
thereof being fpread about Andaloufus 
feveral Perfons of Quality came to ask 
the Queen leave to attend her; and 
(he being willing to be accompany d 
by the mod People fhe cou d, with joy 
accepted their offers. Thus dub fhe 
repair with a very numerous, brisk 
and (lately Train into the Province o 
Caji ille ; at her arrival at- Tokdo,M 
was there received with all the Ho¬ 
nours due to her, and found the Cour 
extraordinary full. 5ne 


5 


ly the Moor*. 

She was lodg’d, with all her Train, 
in a Stately Palace, wherein fhe had 
hardly remain’d the time ncccfiary to 
recreate herfeif after the fatigue of fo 
great a March, but that the day ap¬ 
pointed for the fo!enmity of that Fefli- 
val being come, fhe was conducted in 

Ceremony, upon* a Scaffold eredled, 

and fpread with Tapiflries magnificent¬ 
ly, in a place where the Prince D. Sau¬ 
di) fat in the middle, having the King 
his Unkle on his Right Hand, and die 
Queen his Mother on his Left. • 

As foon as this Entertainment was 
over, ( it having been perform’d with 
much Joy and Magnificence) notwith- 
ftanding the earned entreaties and in- 
ftances made by the King D. Rodrigo, 
to oblige Anagdda to flay iome days to 
divert herfeif in his Court, fire remain’d 
fix’d in the Refolution file had taken ; 
and alledging the bed Realons fire could 
bethink herfeif of, fhe took her leave 
of him, and return’d in all bade to Cor - 
dona, with her Son, and all the Com¬ 
pany file had brought along. 

Rodrigo being extremely vext, that 
fo fudden a departure had robb’d him 
of the means of executing his perverie 
Intentions, and touch’d to the quick, - . 

Ii j that 
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that in the Journey Don Sancho had ta¬ 
ken to Toledo the Grandees of the Court, 
the Governours of Places, the Prelats, 
*Aibimem- and the People * had treated him in his 
Common own P re f ence > as their real King; he 
People, knew not what courfe to take to render 
the Com-himfelf the foie Matter of Spain: He 
“ >om ' roll’d a thoufand things in his mind, 
but paus’d not upon one without find¬ 
ing a thoufand Difficulties in’t, and out 
of which he could, with any likelihood, 
promife himfelf a good iflue. At laft 
he refolv’d upon what we fhall fee in the 
following Chapter. 


CHAP. 


by the Moors. 
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CHAP. II. 

Rodrigo caufes the Prince Don 
Sancho to be taken into Cvfio- 
“y- Hi * Mother frees him out 
of Prifon , and goes with him 
into Africa. 

R Odrigo, after having mifs’d of fo 
fair an occafion to rid himfelf of 
ms Nephew was too much dejeded 
for to be able to refolve on any thing 
in himlelf. But it was not fufficient to 
find out expedients, there needed fuch 
People as were capable of making ufe 
of them. Aftolpho was the man of all 
the Court in whom he had the moft 
confidence ; wherefore upon him did 
he unburden himfelf of a * Secret, that - . . 

£/? m “' h 'he heavier upon him, „ af £ 
that he meant to have kept it to him- thin e- 

, him at the fame time 
all the Gold and Money that was in 

his Power, and the Governments of 
the moft confiderable Places of his King- 
® 4 doiii. 
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dom, if he could help him to bring 
about his defign. 

Aftolpho wanting neither Induftry 
nor Malice, advis’d him to practice 
falfe Witnelles, that might charge Don 
Sancho with fome great Crime: Repre- 
fenting to him. That when he fhould 
caufe him to be confin’d under the co¬ 
lour of Juftice, no body could find 
Fault therewith ; and that during the 
Prince’s Imprifonment, it would be ea- 
fie for him, either to put him to death, 
or to render himfelf in fuch manner 
Mafler of the Kingdom, that it would 
be impoflible to diveft him of its Ad- 
miniftration. 

The King very much relilhing this 
Contrivance , was not long without 
caufing D. Sancho’ s Procefs to be made ; 
who by the Informations, was found 
charg’d with Crimes as black and no¬ 
torious, as needed to authorize the 
clapping him up into Prifon. 

Aftolpho having receiv’d the Com- 
miffion for this purpofe, departed from 
Toledo , without the leaft fufpicion be¬ 
ing had of the occafion of his Journey, 
and reaching Cordoua before it could in 
the leaft get Wind, he entred the 
prince’s Chamber, whom he found 
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keeping, in perfect fecurity from any 
liich like Treafon ; and palling with all 
expedition acrofs the City, that dreamt 
not in the leaft how matters went he 
cafry’d him through the Mountains 
making the Delart, that feparate Caftille 
from Andaloufta , into a little Town 
that may be feen from Cordoua * from 
which it is not far diftant ; and is call’d ThelW- 
The Tc\x>er of Stone . cr ofStone 

J ama2 d at fo unexpcdt- Merena , 

ed a Blow, was for fome while without ncl or 
knowing what to refolve on,- but as^T* 

Jne had more Courage than her Sex blwn > 

does ufually afFord, and quickly fufped- black ' 

ed how the cafe flood, Ihe refolv’d at 

any rate to free her Son out of fo great 

a P>j n J? er " Infomuch, that having 

caus d five and twenty of the braveft 

men of her houfhold to take Horfeand • 

Arms, as well as five and thirty others 

whom Ihe order’d to follow her on ! 

J. 00t - J he herfelf went with this ! 

lmall Troop after thofe that carry’d 1; 

away her Son, whom Ihe overtook - 1 

in that Tower, I have newly mend- j;! 

ond. J 

At firft Aftolpho meant to have flood | 

upon his Defence, but having vigoroufiy 
attack’d him, and kill’d all his Men, Hie 

her- 













* AfcaU , 
Defign, 
Refoluti- 
on. 
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herfelf took him Prifoner, and brought 
her Son back to Cordoua. 

She at firft defign’d to have fortify’d 
herfelf in that Town, and to have pro¬ 
vided it with all things neceflary, but 
fearing Rodrigo might come to befiege 
her there, lhe packed up all lhe had 
molt precious, and haying aflemblcd 
her moft trufty Servants, lhe withdrew 
to the moft Weftern part of Spain , into 
a place called the Algefires , belonging 
to Count Julian ; the fame that a little 
while after occafion’d the lofs of Spain. 
Not finding herfelf even there in fuffi- 
cient fecurity, lhe thought the >beft 
courfe wou’d be to put the Sea between 
her and D. Rodrigo , and go feek in a 
foreign Country for fuccours to con¬ 
quer her own. This Refolution * being 
taken, lhe caus’d Aftolpbo s Nofe and 
Ears to be cut offj as a Traytor to his 
King j and pals’d the Streight, after 
having fent him back to the King her 
Brother-in-Law, with a Letter, which, 
Tranllated out of Spanijh into Arabick , 
is as follows. 
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The Letter of Queen Anagilda TWsL «- 
the Prince Don Sanchos Mo-* oun din 
ther, to the King D. Rodrigo. 

Cabinet at 

C ordouq * 

The Unhappy Anagilda, to the^ifdl 
Traytor , I}. Rodrigo. toed out 

° 9 f&panijb 

T7 ir i into Art- 

Health to him that does not 

deferve it. Was again 

put into 
the tongue 

T Hy Natural Malignity , and the which’ft 
dejire thou hajt y at any rate y to was or igi- 
Reign, mufl needs have plung’d thee into " aI1 L 

unji^jl as to go about to praltize falfe Wit- 
nej/es againjl an Innocent ,• fo perfidious 
as to fail in thy Loyalty to thy Lord; 

Jo unnatural as to rob thy Nephew of his 
Life. 

All the Laws of Knighthood, as well 
as thofe of humanity, do not fuffer the re¬ 
venging one's felf on thofe that have meant 


us the moft mifehiefs, asfoon as they can 
no longer do us any .- Nay, and 6 enerofity 
requires that we pardon them, tho they 
have done us hurt; but the leaft of thefe 

Verities 
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Vertues is too great for thee: Thou voilt 
not fo much as know what thefe fame Du¬ 
ties are, and doji not mind the praifes 
that are gaind ly fine Aflions; fince that 
inftead of being for the Truth, which is 
• the friend of God\ thou inakeft. it thy 
whole bufinefs to Jlijle it, and fo declare 
thy felf againft it; vowing the ruine of 
him that■ never had the leaf thought to 
offend thee 3 and who, on the contrary, 
has had fo much confidence in thee, that 
he put himfelf under thy Protection. 

Thou wouldjl do much better to make 
War upon thy Enemies, and conquer fome 
one of their Provinces , than to attack a 
Woman and a Child ; wherein thou haft 
not any Honour to acquire ; and wherein 
thou canjl not mifs of ruining it in this 
World, to lofe after that thy Soul in the 
other. Learn to harbour no longer fuch 
bad^De- * em pty and fuch Criminal Defigns ; and 
ilgn. think of leading no longer fuch a dif order¬ 
ly Life as that thou leadeft; while that 
*Taube, Q 0 f who .only requires the 9 Converfion 

Penitence, r .1 n • n • 11 , 

Change. °J tm dinner, may Jtill grant thee 

Mercy. 

Doft thou think that thy Reign will 
laft always ? Doft thou not know that only 
that of God hath no end ? That all the 
Kings of the Earth are but Duft; that 
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they muft one day become Duft again ; and 
that when after thy Death, thou jhalt ap¬ 
pear before his. Tribunal, thou wilt only 
carry along with thee thither, the Good 
and Evil thou haft done in this Life. 

I Challenge thee in his Name, and fum- 
mons thee to reft ore the Crown to whom it 
belongs , and to reft fatisfy’d with thy 
Condition. Jf thou doft not do it, ajfure 
thy felf, that though I am a Woman, and 
weak by Conjequence, Trutk jhall ftrengthen 
me, and make me triumph, with the help 
of God over all thy Artifices*, that * 
will all vanijh into fmoak : The Innocence Treafon. 
of my Son, as well as my own, will be 
Chaim of Iron, which all thy efforts can 
never break ; and the Calumny and Trea¬ 
fon wherein thou wouldft involve us, willf 
laft no longer than threds of rotten Flax : \ ' 

whereas the juft ice of my Caufe being firm, 
and ft able as Marble, will appear • in the 
Eyes of all the World, as clear and as 
pure as Criftal. It is eafi^e for t^ee to 
judge of the little roaf on thou haft, by 
the tittle help Heaven givesAhee. Thou 
fendeft to take an Innocent with a Troop 
of Guards, as if he had beena Malefalhr: 

God has broke thofe bonds ; and if thou 
doubtft it, thou needeft only to fee the 
Nofe and Ears of him , to whom thou 

gaveft 
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gaveft thy Commifion for that purpofe , 
who will inform thee whether thou or we 
have the left Right. I will put an end 
to my Letter ; hut take this along, That 
I am not at all refolv’d to put an end to 
either my Cares , or my Endeavours againjl 
thee ; from which , on the contrary , I will 
never defifl, till fuch time as that lam 
fully Revengd. 


From the Algefires , on the Z3 day of 
January , in the year 7 jo of the 

74 “ *«•■><* C#r. 

from 

TtefL- The Superfcription of the Pacquet 
jr./f began Was to D. Rodrigo , the Tyrant and 
raxe&M'Vfurper of D. Sancho his Nephews King- 

is thirty d°m. 
eight years 

before our Rodrigo in the mean while, thinking 
he had taken his meafures aright, flat¬ 
ter’d himfelf with the hopes of fudden- 
ly feeing that Prifoner arrive, whom he 
had fo great a longing to rid himfelf 
of; but ftrangely was he furpriz’d, 
when he law his dear Ajlolpho come 
all disfigur’d as he was, declaiming 
againft, and curfing his ill fortune. 
He was much more fo, when having 
ask’d him, Who had put him into that 

condition ? 
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condition ? He acquainted him how 
that having taken Don Sancho , and 
bringing him along towards Toledo 
the Queen his Mother ilTued out of 
Cordoua, with abundance ofHorfe and 

F i? 0t ’/if n< ^t-^ us ^ ^ uc h expedition, 
that ihe had overtaken him on the 
wav, had cut all his Party to pieces 
whatever refiftance he had been able to 
make, to endeavour to hinder her from 
refeuing his Prifoner fromjiim; and 
that Ihe would, doubtlejf have put 
him to Death as well as the reft, had 
ihe not thought fit to referve him to 
carry him this Letter; which he did 
not expeift would be over welcome. 
The King, after having taken it, ask’d 
what was become of Anagilda and her 
, on - And he having reply’d That 
they had taken Shipping for Africa , 
he was fo forely griev’d, ‘ that his Af¬ 
fliction Jiad like to have made him run 
? ad - He. Went and flint himfelf up i n 
his Clofet, thathe might fo with the 
more freedoi^ Jgive a Joofe 'to; the vexa- 
tion he had for the unhappy event of 
his Enterprise. He coiiljhiiot then 
forbear opening the Queens Letter ; 
and as Truth has great force, he felt 
m that moment feme Repentance for 

what 
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what he had done. But Ambition be- 
ing the ruling Paffion of his Soul * 
thought, the remorfe of his Confcience did not 
trouble him lb much, as the fear he 
had left Anagilda Ihould go demand 
fuccours of the Moors againft him. This 
made him fend in all hafte for Count 
Julian, to whom belong’d the Caftle 
of the Algefires, where Ihe had refided 
for fome time before fhe went into 
Africa, that he might by him difcover 
the intentiSjl of her Journey into thole 
parts. This Count being come to 
Court, and having allured the King, 
that Ihe went away with a Resolution 
to prevail with the Moors to wage War 
upon him , he refolv’d to fend this 
Count into Africa, to endeavour to di¬ 
vert this Storm j and to procure the 
better welcom for his Letters to Muca, 
who was then Vice-toy for the Caliph 
Valid-Almanzor, he accompariy’d them 
* Haifa- with a world of Ptefents* and made 
thc’r °Hai- him the offer of entring info a Treaty 
dya , Pre- of Alliance with his Mailer. Anagilda 
fents. j n t jj e me an while falling lick, through 
Grief rather!than fatigue, was oblig’d 
to ftay for for fome time at a City of 
Africa call’d Tangier ; by which means 
Count Julian had feen the Vice-roy, 

arid 
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and prefented him with the Jewels fent 

S h J u° drig0 *; beforehe had heard 
talk of her. Muca receiv’d him with 

much Honour; and after having treat¬ 
ed him feveral times in a Houfe he had 
causd to be prepar’d for that purpofe 
he made him anfwer, That he could* 

th n f r 1S t Wn D C j d refo!ve upon anv 
thing of wha*t Rodrigo required ; but 

that if he would ftay fome time, he 

H ould write to the Caliph AL, ' 

who would, undoubtedly, receive in 

due manner the advances offogreata 

King ; and would do all that ftould 

be moft fitting, and moil iuitable for 

r® n ’\ n V h f & Tranfa <2ions, Rodriro 

Tyd ‘ n f> , that and 

D Jancho were both dead at Tangier. 
which infpir d him with might vW 

fon" s fe fe \ at the P° lnt he had to 
g wiflici to be at ; and believing he 

had now nothing more at all to tear. 
He neverthelefs imagin’d that the Ami- 
ty of the Moors might be of fomeufe to 

cZ : J°r Wh - Ch reafon > he to 

Count Julian, tnat notwithftanding the 

rinces Death, he Ihould neverthelefs 

SSrf M ,owlit ** “«<* 

c 


After 








18 The Conquefi of Spain 

After having taken thefe Precautions 
for abroad, his thoughts were now only 
bent how to fccure all things at home, 
where, were (till, fome Princes that 
might difpute the Crown with him. 
He caus’d the States to he held at To- 
ledo, where, D. Smcho's Death being 
made known, he caus’d an Oath of 
Allegiance to be taken to him by all 
the Grandees there aliembled, as Don 
Sancbo’s Lawful Succeflor to the Crown. 
He had likewile his Coronation per¬ 
form’d in great Ceremony, and with 
all the rejoy cing that is wont to be us’d 
in fuch like folemnities. But in the 
midft of all this Joy, could not he re¬ 
frain from labouring under fome Dif- 
quiet ; and to free himfelf wholly from 
it, and to put himfelf into a pofture 
that he lhould not need to dread any 
thing from any of the Grandees, or 
any of his Subjects, the only People he 
imagin’d he needed to fear, having 
learnt the good fuccefs of the African 
Negotiation ; he bethought himfelf of 
expedients, whereof mention lhall be 
made in the following Chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Hi. 

Rodrigo caufes moft of the For- 
treffes of his Kingdom to be 
difmantlect ; and commits feve- 
ral Violences, that make Him 
incur the anger of God. 


I T is very true, and Men have daily 
but too much Experience of it) 
that having once believ’d Fortune * * Albltb > 
propitious, we ought not to expedt that fS*’ 
it will fo long continue: On the con- perhaps 
trary, as it has not any liability: and r 
that it is mconftancy it felf • the more wmtene& 
it fmiles upon us, the more ought we 
to diftruft it; and often expedt that 
fee delights to invite us, by final! baits 
and allurements, to run after her, to 
abandon us afterwards, when we lhall 
ltand moft in need of her luccours. 

Of this there can be no greater, nor 
a more illuftrious Example found than 

ur1 g ° \J°n after havin g render cl him 
abfolute Matter of all Spain, and pro- 

O z cur’d 
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cur’d him to be Crown’d King thereof* 
frvf'ToCs took a pleafure in * defpoyling him 
ddiiWti-’ in a fhorf time,of all fhe had conferr’d on 
on, from him,and tumbled him from his Throne, 
i^riarcn- by t h e means he pretended to 
ders it mi- make ufe of to defend himfelf on it. 
terabie. Such of his Subjects as he moft di- 
ftrufted (for he had no longer any 
Apprehenfion from 'Strangers ) were 
fome Grandees, and Governours of 
the Places of 4ndaloufia , and of Cafiile, 
who had been of D. Sanchos Party. 
Wherefore he began to make fure of 
their Perfons ; and after having put 
them to Death, he caus’d not only 
their Caftles to be raz’d, but moft of 
the ftrong Places of Spain', referving 
to himfelf only fuch as feem’d to him 
moft neceflary for his own fecurity; 
wherein he put fuch men as were 
wholly at his Devotion. He did not 
think this fufficient; He caus’d Pro¬ 
clamation to be made through all his 
Territories, That not any of his Sub¬ 
jects henceforwards fhould have the 
boldnefs to bear any fort of Arms, nor 
to keep any in his Houfe ,• and tha t all 
People fhould bring them into his Pa¬ 


lace, upon pain of Death ; imagining 
that after the People had thus laid afide 

the 
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the Exercife * of War, and fhould only * AlchUi. 
addid: themfelves to Agriculture, his 
Government would be much more ab- 
folute, and much more quiet. 

But the poor Prince was much mi- 
ftaken, for not being then curb’d by 
any fear, he abandon’d himfelf to all 
manner of Irregularities and Diflblu- 
tions, according as I have been told by 
Spanifb Bifhops, and other perfenswor- 
thy of Credit, of whom I made enqui¬ 
ry, during my abode in that Country: 

So far as that he made no difficulty to 
put the worthieft perfons of all his 4 
Kingdom to Death, that he might have 
his Pleafure with their Wives and 
Daughters. So loofe a Life occaiion’d 
an Univerfal Diforder: For as Kings are 
look’d upon by their Subje&s as the 
Models by which they ought to fquare 
all their Actions • and that, indeed, 
they feldom fail to imitate their Ver- 
tues, and ftill more their Vices : The 
bad Example of this Prince pafs’d on 
to the People, who would needs equal 
him in Wickednefs and Libertinifrn j 
infomuch that we need not wonder at 
the punifhmentGod inflidfed upon them. 

Rodrigo being ftill young, either out 
pf the defire of perpetuating himfelf , 

C 3 wluch 
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which Nature infpires into all Ant- 

whX’ or f f om of having lawful. 

Life: from that might fucceed him, 
thence which is a fentiment peculiar to Men ; 
name of 6 j* e had a great delire to Marry , but 
Eze. he could not find out a fitting 
Match. 

At that time was there in the Eaflem 
part of Africa a King call’d Mahomet 
Abhehedin , who had but one Daugh- 
ter, of an extraordinary Beauty, call’d 
* Zfhra Alnaliaca This young Prim 
her Eiiatta. walking one Evening upon the 

Sea-lhore, with her Maids, and fome 
of her Fathers Servants, it feem’d to 
her fo Calm and Charming, that the 
fancy took her to go on board a Ship, 
fo to divert herfeJf upon the Water! 
Her Attendants, without making over 
much Reflection upon what they did, 
did not divert her from the Defign! 
The Marriners made ready the Ship, all 
her Company were eager to go with her 
on board, and in the merry pin they all 
were; they did not mind that they 
diftanc’d themfelves a little too far 
from the Land , whither they did not 
trouble their Heads about returning 
while it was in their Power. In the mean 
while the Wind changing all on the 

fudden. 
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fudden, the Storm became fo great ? 
that being unable to put into any Port 
of Africa , they were contain’d to 
abandon themfelves to the open Sea- 
and were at length drove upon the 
Coafts of Spain, in a place call’d * Al- * M „ H1 
ciptaby the Arabians, which in that Placed 
Tongue figmfies a Place of ill lack * 111 luck * 
and by the Spaniards , Cabodeoata • 
where they were all taken, and Tirade 
Slaves By the Chriflians of that Place 
ft was cafie to fee by their Cloaths and 
Equipage, that they were Perfons of 
great,Quality; infofnuch that what- 
evd'. Care the Moan took to conceal 
that ctf the Infanta, fife Was known at 
ferigth y and brought, Withr felf her dlflembie - 
Traifiy to Rodrigo • who being inform¬ 
ed of it, gave order that fife fndufd be 
handfortffety fcCciVed, and treated in afl 
Places. 

He was well made and Gallant, the 
Pnncefs was Young and Beautiful; in- 
fomuch that Love eafily engag’d them, 
and quickly augmented by the Enter- 
tainments he made her, and by the foft 
CotlvEWa^ons they ever had together.’ 

The thing came at length fo far, that 
the King having offer’d to Marry, and 
place the Crown of Spain upon her 
C 4 Head, 
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Head, provided (he would turn Chri - 
ft ionj flje, without much trouble, re¬ 
fold to do fo. The Nuptials were 
perform’d with great rejoycing and fo- 
lemnity. The Men and Women of her 
Retinue that were minded to be con¬ 
verted, and ftay with their Miftrels, 
had conuderable Settlements in Spain; 
and thofe that could not be perfwaded 
to that, return’d into Africa, whither 
they brought this News. -Mahomet be- 
mg very unealie for his Daughter, was 
jo iurpriz d to hear that flie had abjur’d 
his Faith, that he dy’d of Grief; and 
by his Death left the Crown to AviU 
guahd ; who, as his neareft Relation, 
lucceeded him in his Kingdom, We 
lhdl fee in the feries of this Hiftory the 
unhappy iliue of this Marriage, as well 
as the Amours of this Prince with Flo- 

rtnda „ 


: U;cbfe:/ ; ' v ‘ 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 

Rodrigo fallsin love with Flo¬ 
rinda, calf d La Caux by the 
Arabs. She fignifies to Count 
Julian, her Father, then in 
Africa, the violence done her 
by thisPrince. 

T Ho Rodrigo wasmarry’d, he led 
the lame life he did before he was 
10 : He neverthelefs fell i n Love with rfr 
one of themoftbeautiful Ladies of ifSS 
Court, calld Florinda , Count Julians 
Daughter; who was at that time in 
his African Embafly. She had Wit 
enough to perceive that the Kings 
Courtftip did not at all tend to her 
own Honour, nor to that of her Fa- 

nilI -T> f “ ce f^at it, doubtlefs, onlv 
aim d at Ravdhing her of it, and Ihe 
had Virtue enough to receive his fond¬ 
ness with much indifference and Mo- 
delty; burthe more firmnels£he exert-' 

ed. 
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ed, with the more obftinacy did he 

perfevere to overcome it. .. .. 

Now for the more eafie effe<3:ing of 
this his purpoTe, he made feveral new 
Regulations in his Court i Among other 
things, he order’d that when he Ihould 
eat with his Queen, notie bat theJLa- 
dies of the Palace Ihould ferve at-Table, 
and requir’d them to be dfels d finer 
than ordinary on fuch days. This be¬ 
ing thus eftablifh’d, one day aftetf ^up¬ 
per, whereat Florinda hid ferv’d with 
others, he fo order’d matters, that he 
caus’d her to enter a Room void 'of all 
other Company, and following her 
thither, whatever refiflance qnd fcreams 
fhe was able to make, he gain’d of her, 
at length, by force, what Ihe? never 
would have granted hint. 

Being under the utmoft DefpondeSr 
cy at fuch an Outrage, and not know¬ 
ing how either to be Reveng’d or 
Comforted, lhe refblv’d to make her 
Cafe known to her Father. Irf ihoft, 
after having contriv’d the moll myfte- 
rious terms lire could bethink 'het- 
lelf of, that they might only be un- 
derftood by him, lhe made ufe of thole 
of this Letter; which. Tranflated out 
of Spanifh into Arabics,- is as follows. 


n 
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Florindas Letter to Count jfoi 
Han, her Father. 

T He regret I have for the ahfence 
of a Father, fo dear to me as you 
mufl needs he, makes me in Writing to 
you, feek the Confolati&n j cannot find, of 
feeing you. Not that I mean to fend you 
ud the News ofthe Falctce*,\ that ever* Mnb\an, 
affords Efficient that fileferves your know - Houfe T * 
ledge ; this is only to acquaint you with one, ' 

which,though it he already old in this Court ^ 

rMwerh-nm ftr\ffihrA Maid'll. • . V-: 
and wild ever appear in the Eyes.of the " ; j 
whole World yery firange, forfuchagteat i- 

Prince as Rodrigo. Toxmu/t know then, 3 
my dear Father, that • I had^heedlefiy, ’ 
left upon a Table the,.Ring / Jendfau 'in • ■ -V 
this Letter i and was < not fo.. careful to. 
lock up, clofe this precious Jewel,' which I 

etteemd. more than, my Life, and (which 

you and my Mother had. fa earnejtiy. re¬ 
commended to me: Rut the King: having 
adefire to it, zmpetuoufly threw himfelf 
to take it; and feeing I would not give 
tt him, he drew his Sword*, and gave: it * Kucm 
Jo many hacks, that whatever fcreathy and riimuque. 
Anglings I us’d to hwdtrhim, he lias, 
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as you fee, cloven it in two, loth the 
Ring and Emerald enchas'd in it. So 
'vexatious andfo unexpected an accident 
plunges me into fo much confufion, that I 
cannot explain it further; and makes me 
conjure you to remedy it, if poffthle ) for 
to you only can 1 have recourfe in this 
matter. My Mother is very ill,, and I 
ftid worfe. I pray God to prefer ve you. 


From Toledo, the 3 of December, in 

;iV ? eYear * 7 SO of the era of 

thirty Cafar. 

eight 

tterel° r Count 3«Han being wife *and pru- 
bouts, be- dent, having receiv’d this Letter, pre- 
Birehof ^ntly underflood his Daughters mean- 
ourLord.iog; and was fo concern’d, that, with- 
out flaying one moment in Africa, he 
We - took leave of Muca, and return’d with 
all expedition to the Algefires. He 
flaid in his Houfe only the time ne- 
eelSry to give his Wife order to feign 
her being fick of grief; for his and her 
Daughter’s abfence, and went dire&ly 
to Court j where he made no femblance 
of knowing the leaft of what had been 
fignify’d to him in the Letter ; but gi¬ 
ving the King an account of his Nego¬ 
tiation, and of the ftate he had left all 

things 
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thingsinin Africa, hereprefented them 
to him in foch manner, as made him 
comprehend that it was neceflarv for 
him to return forthwith thither. The 
Kmg, after having given him his Expe¬ 
ditions as foon as he defired them, was 
very much furpriz’d, when at his ta¬ 
king his leave of him, the Count ask’d 
his permiffion to carry his Daughter to 
the Algefires, to flay fome time there 
with her Mother, who was very ill 
and mighty defirous to fee her. But 
though this went very much againft 
the grain, he could not handfomely 
refufe him his Requeft. And thus the 
Count went with her to the Algefires, 
where he made fome days abode. In 
the following Chapter we Ihall fee the 
Refolution he took in this place. 


2 9 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Coant Julian being throughly in¬ 
form d of the outrage done to 
c ; his Daughter, refoldd to be 
V Spvengd, and to deliver Spain 
to the Moots. 


A S as the Count was got to his 
own home, he made Florinda re- 
late more precifely, and more parti¬ 
cularly what ihe had written to him 
in obfcure terms 5 and when he was 
fully certainof the fhame of his Family, 
and in fuch fort as was paft all doubt, 
then was his Grief fo much the more 
fenfible, in that hefawthat the perfon 
that had done him fo great an outrage, 
was his Lord and King, from whom 
he feem’d to be under an obligation of 
enduring all, and that it wasimpoffible 
for him to wreak his Revenge. 

; Wherefore not knowing what to do 

in this Diftrefc, and not minded, with¬ 
out mature deliberation, to abandon 
* him* 


by the Moors. 

himfelf to all that his Paffion might 
hf, wkh all poliible fecrefie, 
anembled his Relations and Friends 
who interefting themfelves in the af¬ 
front Rodrigo had put upon the Count, 
and animating one another to Revenge 
after having found that they were not 
ftrong enough to afiert their Refent- 
ments, unlels back’d by a foreign Pow- 
w, they unanicnoufly refolv’d that the 
Count fhould return into Africa to 
treat With Muca; and that they on 
their parts fhoukf abide in their Houfes 
waiting the fuccefs of his Voyage’ 
After having all embrac’d one another' 
and engag’d to keep this Enterprise 
very fecret, the Count took Shipping 
with his Wife and Daughter, and what¬ 
ever. he had of- value, which’ he car¬ 
ry d along with him into Africa. He 
was very kindly receiv’d by the Vice- 
roy, with whom he had flrucb up a 
particular friendfhip in his Embafiy • 
and told him immediately, That he 
wa$ come to him, not on the behalf of 
tne King of Spain as the time before,but 
0 n his own account, to offer him to de- 
uver up all that great Kingdom to the 
Calzph Almanzor; and that if he could 
prevail with him to favour the Party 

he 
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Noieta he . h 1 adl ™Spain, he would furnifh him 
the Mar- Wl£ h the means of quickly rendriiw 
gin of the himfeif Mafter of that Re alm. ' ^ 

AePrc- This Ptopofel was not difpleafing to 
&ce. Muca-, on the contrary, after mature 
examination, and long Conferences 
with the Count, he found what he 
laid feafible ; and propos’d to him to 
him to go himfeif to the Caliph, to 
unfold to him more particularly the 
means he had to effedfc lb great an 
Enterprize; and for that purpofe gave 
him the following Letter of Cre¬ 
dence. 

A LETTER. 

PraifeJ be God, our Severaign 
Lord, the Creator of all things. 

r T0 the mofi High, mofi Nolle, mofi 
JL Illudrious Emperour of all the 
Arabian Nation , and Defender of jhe 
Law of God , Valid Almanzor ; to 
whom God Almighty grant Peace, and 
all manner of good fortune, as well as to 
all his Suhjetls , and augmentation of Glo¬ 
ry and Dominions ; as is wijtid him ly 

hit 
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hts faithful Servant Muca , under his 
Authority and under the Protea ion of 
the Almighty God ( to whom alone is due 
frayer and Sacrifice ) Governcur of the 
Dominions of Africa : Who writes to you 
Sir, to ajfure you, as his Charge olliojs 

<2 lv hich\your Sub- * Mm, 

jects of thefe Provinces do enjoy- and Peacc * 

then about an affair, which will be told^fo 
you by the Bearer of my Letter, who is a vctiieney, 
Chrilhan, and a Spaniard by Nation • 
but who,, neyerthelefs, Jhews much zeal 
for your Profperity, and the augmentation ' 
of your Empire : He is call’d the Count 
D. Julian, and thinks himfeif very much 
offended ly an outrage done him ly the 
°f Spain, D. Rodrigo, who is the 
nearefi Neighbour you have in the North - 
and I have found him true and upright in 
all he told me , infomach that you may 
have credence in him-, and, I believe, 
that if you would grant him the fuccours 
he requires, there will be no great danrer 
nor great trouble to try if all he fays be 
true ; on tbe contrary, with the help of 
bod this may produce a great good, and 
contribute to the encreafe of your Kinv- 

ful Servants ^ ^ ^ 


D 


From 
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ThisDate From tjie Palace of Morocco, the 3 
witSthe °f the month Ddhifes, in the year 
month of 91 of the Hegira. 

December , 

7 ” 2 of our Count Julian going on board a Fe- 
Lord. Jucca he had caus'd to be fitted out on 
purpofe ,* and in a fhort time being ar¬ 
riv’d in Arabia,, where Valid had then 
his Refidence ; he prefented himfelf to 
him, and gave him Mucds Letter of 
Credence. This Prince caus’d his Coun¬ 
cil to afiemble, to examine a Propofel 
of fuch great confequence. The Count 
was there heard with great attention : 
He had a thouland Difficulties put to 
him, which, as he was a Ihrewd man, 
rabic l " and underftood * War as well as any 
Harbl the Captain of his time, he found it no 
hard matter to anfwer : Hebadathou- 
Miiitary &nd Queftions ask’d him ,• all which 
Art, Stra- he neatly folv’d. Infomuch that AU 
WarT SOt manz °r being very much fatisfy’d, it 
was refolv’d on in his Council, That 
Orders Ihould be fent to Muca, to fa¬ 
vour the Count in all he Ihould defire; 
and for that purpofe he was difpatcht 
away back with all Expedition, with 
this Letter for the Vice-roy q{ Africa. 


A 
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A TETTER. 

Praifed he God , our Sovereign 
Lord. 

The Supreme Ruler of the Arabs- 
Vicar of God, and Defender 
of his Law, ValidAltnanzgr, 

To the Noble, Accomplifli’d, Virtue 
ous and TruftyKnight, Mura; Go- 
vernour of our Kingdoms of Africa • 
Greeting. 

T He Anfwer that is made to the 
Letter of Credence, brought hy the 
Count D. Julian, is. That his Propofal 
has been kindly receiv’d} and that he 

uk gtV f n ver yP erti ” e "t Reafons for it. 
Wherefore it is convenient to attempt this . 
Enterprize, and to commit the Conduct 
of it to fame good Captain; who. with a 
fufficient number of Horfe and Foot 
jhould go to view the CountryThen you 
Jball gyve us a fuccinfl account of the 
D 2 , event 
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event of his Voyage, and what you /hall 
think convenient to he done , that we may 
give orders accordingly . In the mean 
while God take you into his keeping. 

month of From our Palace of Carval , in Ara- 
stptember , biafelix, on the x of the Moon of 


in the year 
713 of our 
Lord. 


Salien , in the 91 year of the 
Hegira. 


The Count D. Julian having brought 
this Letter from Almanzor to Muca, it 
gave him great fatisfadlion: And ’ irj 
purfuance of the Emperours Orders 
he made a fmall Body of fix thoufand’ 
Foot, and fome few Horfe, which he 
P^t under the command of a very brave 
man, call’d tariff Alenriet, of the Citv 
of Damus ; whom he enjoyn’d with 
* v 9 °unt Julian to pafs the Streight, which 
call’d Spaniards caj\ of Hercules * and 
buiier. which after this was call’d by this great 
Captain Jululfath. 6 

They had no fooner landed, andcho- 
fen a place fit for the Encampment of 
their Troops according as they came 
alhore, but that Count Julians Relati¬ 
ons and Friends came to join them, 
with a great number of their ValTals 
whom they had caufed to Revolt ta~ 
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riff lent immediately to view the Coun¬ 
try. His men entred very far into ie-' 
without meeting with any Refiftance • 
and after having kill’d all thofe they 
met, pillag’d and ravag'd not only the 
open Country, but alio the Burroughs 
and Towns, they return’d loaded with' 
Booty. 

'tariff-feeing things Rill more eafie 
than he had imagin’d them, gave an 
immediate account accordingly to the 
vice-roy • who fignify’d to him, not 
to itay the longer for that in this Coun¬ 
ty? but to return fpeedily again into 
Jfrzca, with all his Troops. He obey’d 
his Orders, though with fome reludan- 
Cy, and went back into Africa with 
great Riches, and an infinite number of 
Slaves 1 carrying along with him all 
thole,that having declared themfelvesfor 
Count Julianfimfk not flay any longer in 
but ppedred to return thither 
in a fhort time with greater Forces : 

WS we lhall fee in the fequel of this Hi- 

ftoiy, they fail’d not of doing. 


T> 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI 


Rodrigo enters a Cave that was 
at the Gates of Toledo, and 
thinking to find Treafures there¬ 
in, finds only Prefages of the 
lofs of Spain. 

T He King Rodrigo having had no¬ 
tice of the defcent of the Moors 
into Spain, with Captain Tariff, and 
Count Julian his Enemy ; and that, 
after having over-run all Andaloufta , 
they were return’d with many .Slaves; 
was not fo anxious for what they had 
newly done, as for the apprehertfion of 
the long-and dangerous War; with 
which he law himfelf thrcatned; it be¬ 
ing eafie to judge that Tariff had 
not made that tryal, to flop there. 

He knew Count Julian to be a Man 
of Wit and Execution, of Courage, and 
a through knowledge'of War, a Natu¬ 
ral Spaniard, that knew the ftate of his 
■Affairs, knew the Country, had there 

many 
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many Adherents, nay, and Places, 
wherein he could enter and go out as 
often as he pleas’d. He eafily per- 
ceiv d, but too late, the fault he had 
committed, in lofing, for a moments 
rJeafure, a man of fuch importance, 
and in giving him to his Enemies. He 
made reflexion upon the bad pofture of 
his Kingdom, fmce he had difarm’d his 
SubjeCTs, and caus’d all the ftrong 
Places to be demolilht. He confidered 
that the long Peace which Spain had 
enjoyd, was the occafion that he had 
no Difcipiin’d Troops, and that when 
he had afiembled an Array, they 
would be only raw men : All this 
prang d him into furious 'Difquiets. 
He ask d Counfel of all People, and 
found none good. At length, having 
conralted an Arch-bifhop, a Relation 
of his, call’d Tor rife, and having told 
hint the little Money he had to raife 
and keep forces on foot; this Arch- 
bifhop perfuaded him to break open a 
Place called the Enchanted Tower, where 
there was laid to be a Treafure. And 
as this is a thing very extraordinary, I 
anr willing to infert here at length 
what the lame 7orrife told me; who 
fliortly after quitted that Rings Party, 

- D 4 to ' 
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to come to Count Julian in our Camp ; 
and who could give the beft account 
' of it, as having been ~prefent when 
D. Rodrigo caus’d it to be opend: Now 
this is what he then told me. 

About a mile from Toledo, between 
fleep Rocks that lye Eaft of that great 
City, there was formerly a Tower, of 
a very ancient and very magnificent 
ftrutfture, tho a little endamag’d by 
Time, that confumesall: Under whole 
foundation was a very deep Cave, fe- 
parated into four different Vaults, 
acrofs a very narrow Entrance cut in 
the Rock, where a great Iron Door had 
been made up, with a thoufand Locks, 
and as many Bolts: Upon this Door 
there was Greek Chxm&zrs, thatfeemd 
rather Cyphers than Letters, and might 
be diverfely interpreted ; but whole 
meaning were, ( as thofe pretended, 
who thought they knew them beft ) 
that the King that fhould open this 
Cave, and difcover all the Wonders 
that were therein, would certainly find 
a great deal of Good and Evil. 

Several Kings before this, had had a 
defire to fhrift into the truth of this 
myftery , but whatever Orders they 
had given for that purpofe, they had 

never 
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aever been able to caufe them to be 
executed. Upon the opening this 
Door, fogreataNoife was heard, that 
the Earth leemd- to open at the lame 
time under the feet of thofe that meant 4 
to enter therein: They were feiz’d with Hdu f. 
fuch a dread, that moft of ’em fell fick 
upon t, fome dy’d, and no body had 
the Courage to enter further. The 
Door had ftill been ihut up more 
ftrongly than before, and People ftill 
behevd that the time appointed for 
the breaking fo great an Enchantment 
was not yet come; but Rodrigo’s ill 
late would have it that this fatal ad¬ 
venture was referved for him. He had 
chofen very refolute men to enter with 
him into that Cave; but they had not 
gone very far, when the Torches they 
had being extinguifli’d, the greater part 
fled away, out of a paiinick fear which 

u s-j ?*’ of a terrible Hobgoblin 
they laid they law.TheKing in great an¬ 
ger caus d other Flambeaux to be light¬ 
ed which he had caus’d to be made on 
purpofe, after a particular manner, that 
fo the air of the Cave might not put 
them out: With this light he entred 
the firft of all, and without Ihewing 
any fpar, tho perhaps he was not 

exempt 
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exempt from a little; hardly had he 
gone fome fteps, but that he found 
himfelf in a beautiful Room, enrich’d 
with as delicateSculptures asthofe we fee 
in the greateft Palaces : In the midftof 
this great Room was a Brazen Statue; 
with a fierce pofture, plac’d upon a Pil- 
» ,, , kr three Cubits high, holding in its 

- "* Mfc hand a * Battel-Axe, with which it 
ftruck the Earth from time to time, 
and fo ftrongly, that there was reafbn 
to believe it to be partly the violent 
agitation it occafioned in the air, by 
the blows it gave, that made the great 
noife that Was heard at their en¬ 
trance. 

Rodrigo, tho a little llartled, did not 
however lole Courage; and-began to 
conjure this Phantome; telling him f 
That he did not pretend to commit any 
Diforder in the place of his abode, and 
that he would go his ways as foon as 
he had feen all its Wonders. 

He had no fooner uttered thefe words, 

but the Statue left off beating the Earth. 
The King and his Attendants being a 
little encourag’d, moft carefully vilited 
all the corners of that great Room. 
On the Left hand of the Statue they 
aw thefe words written on the Wall, 

Vnloappy 
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Unhappy Trince , thy ill Dejlfoy hath 
brought thee hither. Turning to the 
Right, he found nothing better, for 
there was written. Thou jhalt he dif- 
FfJtJy foreign Nations, and thy Sub¬ 
jects Jhall he pumfht as mil as thee, for 
all their Crimes. Upon the back of 
the Statue was written thefe words in 
Arabick, To nty Succours : and upon its 
Breaft thefe, ldo ray Duty. 

Iforgot to lay that at the entrance of 
this Room there was a kind of round 
^.t, like a Bowl; from whence there 
iilued a kind or fpout, whole forging 
made a hideous murmur. ° 

After having well confidered all 
thefe things, and caus’d the Infcriptions 
of them to be taken in a Table-book; 
the King went away very much di- 
fturb’d, and very peevifh; and had no 
fooner turn’d his back, but that the 
Statue fell again to ftriking the ground, 
after its ufual manner. The King caus’d 
this Cave to be fhut up again more care¬ 
fully than before, and had its entrance 
flopp’d with Earth, that fo none thence¬ 
forward might enter therein, forbid- 
ding all his Attendants to make the 
leaft mention of this Adventure, by rea¬ 
fbn of theterrour that fo ill a prefage 

might 
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might put into all Peoples minds : But 
neverthelefs is was immediately bu2z’d 
about all the Court. 

The Night following Crys were 
heard, that waywards, like to thofe 
that People make when they are fight¬ 
ing? and after a Clap, that made a 
mighty hurly burly, this old Tower 
funk; and all people were amazed 
the next day to find no more footfteps 
of it, than if all they had feen before 
had been only a Dream. 

The King having aflembled the Wife 
'men of his Kingdom, to demand of 
them the Explication of all he had feen: 
They found that the Brazen Statue, 
•with its perpetual motion, fignifyed 
Time, that was oblig’d never to flop, 
as was noted by the Infcription it had 
upon its Breaft. That that which was 
on the Back fignifyed, that in the fe- 

3 uel of time, Spain jhould be conquered 
y the Arabians: That of the Walls 
prelaged, the lofs of his Kingdom, and 
a great Calamity of all his People: And 
that above the Door, The great Evils 
•the Conquered would fuffer, and' the 
great benefits the Viltors would thence 
derive. 


Such 
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Such an Explication gave no little 
anxiety to Rodrigo, and to fuch ofhis 
People as heard it. They all lift u£ 
(heir Eyes to Heaven, well feeing that 
it was from God alone that they could 
hope for any fiiccours. Fortho they 
had news tb&t Tariff' and Count Julian 

this was not 

capable of re-alTuring the King aeainft 
to many intimations of the anger of 
Heaven. Whereupon he beganTor- 

hf S re ‘ er 5 din S aJI th ® Fortifications 
he hadcausdto be demplilh’d j and 
ted Proclamation made throughout 
his Kingdom, that the People ihould 
take up again the Arms he had for¬ 
bidden, and exercize themfelves there- 

r V bcf T He refolv ’d alfo to quit 
Toledo, and go make his refidence* at 

Cordma; that fo he might be nearer 

themTV r° m whence apparently all 

^nlvi ChlCf ^ as ? come > and hereto 

apply Remedies the more eafily 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

JMuca fends Tariff and Count Ju¬ 
lian into Arabia, to give an 
account to Almanzor , of the 
fuccefs of the Voyage they had 
made into Spain. 

T ariff Alenriet and Count Julian 
being returned into Africa, much 
fatisfy’d with their Voyage, were there 
admirably well received by the Vice¬ 
roy ; and after having among them- 
felves concerted the means of efFedring 
their Defign, it was refolvfcd, That 
this Captain and this Count fhould 
both go to Almanzor s Court, to com¬ 
municate to him, and render him a 
faithful and an exad account of all they 
had done,and of thPpropitious Difpofi* 
tion wherein they had found the People 
of Spain : well perceiving it to be dif¬ 
ficult by Letters to remove all the 
* Hirifnf, doubts *, and folve all the Difficulties 
rJeK« e ~ t ^ iat m ‘gh t be ftarted' upon an affair of 

fo 
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fo great a moment, as the Cbnqueft of 
lb great a Kingdom; and ftew upon 
Paper, and at a diftance, fo great an 
Enterprize, fo eafily as thole could do 
it by word of mouth, that had them- 
felves confidered things more nearly. 

Whereupon having caufed a Ship to 
be fitted out, and having provided 
diemfelves with all NecelSries* as 

well for their Subfiftance, as for their Martid 
Safety; after having weather’d a fiiri- Mea 
ous Storm, they at length arrived hap¬ 
pily in Arahia, where haying prefented 
themfelves to Almanzor , he receiv’d 
them as well as they could wilh, and 
had them lodg’d and treated with all 
their Traia, and all the Souldiers they 
had brought along with them. Tariff 
in a few days after his arrival, had a 
long audience of Almanzor ; in which, 
after having given him an account of all 
he had done for his fervice, he promis’d 
him, That if he would do him the ho¬ 
nour to fend him back into Spain, and 
rely upon him for the Conqueft of fo 
great a Country, he would fubdue it 
in a little time to his Obedience. The 
Confidence with which this great Cap¬ 
tain fpoke, had fo mnch power over 
Almanzors mind, that he immediate- 

ly 
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ly caus’d his Council to aflemble, with 
it, ftill more particularly to examine all 
the Difficulties that might be met with 
in fo great an Enterprize, and all the 
means he propos’d to bring it about. 
Whereupon, this affair having been igi- 
tated with mature deliberation, and 
accordingly reported to the Emperour, 
and debated anew again in his prefence. 
At laft the Conqueft of Spain was re- 
folv’d on, and the rumour of the De¬ 
claration of War againft the King Don 
Rodrigo fpread immediately throughout 
the whole extent of the Caliph’s Empire. 
tariff, who had already exerted his 
Valour, as well as his Conduit, in other 
occafions, wherein he had acquir’d Ah 
manzors efteem, and that of all the Ara¬ 
bians • knowing the Country better 
than any man, and having entred into 
ftriit Engagements with Count Julian, 
it would have been both injuftice and 
imprudence to have taken from him 
theCommandoftheArmy: For which 
reafon he was at the fame time nomi¬ 
nated General, and thefe are the Let¬ 
ters Patents that were iflued out to that 
intent. 

Lectors 


h the Moors; . 

' i - . ^ 

Letters Patents. 

Praife be to God alone , Amen. 

'T Great and Warlike Valid At 

ad the Arabick Nation, Abdulmelerl/^ 
toattthofe who JhaS thefeprefent Letters 
fee. Greeting, We, for certain co!fder 2 
tions and jufl caufes us thereunto movie? 
having Ordered, as We Order ly thefe 
prefent s, the Contjueft of the Wettern KiL 
dom, that are pojfefs’d by the King Don 
Rodrigo, a Chriflian ly Profeffion our 
Capital- Enemy • ly reafon of fhe great 
profit »hich wia redound thence to J 
Safa#*, and the augmentation which will 
thence accrue to our Empire. We have 
refilved to nominate and chafe, as We 
thufe and nominate ly thefe prefent s, for 
Govemour and Captain General,in alhhofe 
Countrys, the Nolle, the FirtuottsT Ho- 
toured and Renowned Captain, our Fa/Tal 
and Faithful Servant, Tariff Afcenriet l 

® whom 
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whom far this purpofe We empower to go 
with theTiroofs We Jhall caufe to be given 
him, into the Territories of Spain, and 
there execute the. Orders that we (hall 
caufe to be expedited to him, and do .all 
that to him Jhallfeem fitting ., for the ac- 
h compliJkment of our Will, without his need - 
“pig to flay for new Orders from Vs, on 
that account. We enjoyn all Governors 
of Places,, Officers and Souldiers, as well 
thofefg Jhall lead into his Army, as thofe 
of all'our Realms, that they obey him, and 
execute hjfs Commands, as well by Sea as 
by Land, as if they were iffued out imme¬ 
diately from us, and Sealed with our own 
Seal, and Sign’d by our own Hand: Gi¬ 
ving him for this purpofe. Power and Au¬ 
thority fufficient to give them, and expe¬ 
dite them, under the penalties he Jhall 
pleafe to ejlallijh ; and which he may caufe 
to be Executed, as Severaign Judge, upon 
the Perfons and Eftates of thofe as Jhall 
Counterveue them, and Jhall be Rebels to 
our Commands, which We have enchargi 
him to accomplijh and execute, in the en¬ 
tire Confidence we have in him : For fuck 
' is our Pleafure. 

7ifo 5 four Given in our High Prefence, in our 
Lord, in Palace Royal of Carval, in Arabia 
the month Fodix, in the 22 of the Moon Dul 

t Decm ~ chifa, in the year 92. ;Jb 


°y Moors; - j 

„ ? ma ™r ftill another Captain 
a Gnek and Renegado, called Hiza Hu- 
manz in whofe Valour he had much . 

f C k : £ e gave him the Com- 4 

mand ^f the Troops he caufed to be 

Sf/“ r*^ ^ of whic h he quickly 
Mon :aJ % d y,? A thi rty thoufand good 

IS? helT e ] Armed - At the fame 

he fitted out a great number of 
•If Fl wherein' he put not only all forts 
% ^™ Unit ‘ on ’, but a great aburidance 
: , Too J s and Inftruments of 
war. And as foon as this Fleet was 

> e S ^ Pp d aU thc Forces, and 

6 f tho M W d ? a r t °, n the thirteenth *i nthc 

Zr e M u°° a0f lMmod > and thefecond year 714 
day 01 the year 9 j # of our 

^ n PrinCe ’ n ° £ C0ntei ? t with thefe themA 
great, preparations, imagin’d that as it °^ une - 
was a War of Religion he was going 
to undertake, it was convenient to at 
lemble all the Mahometan Forces. For 
* which reafon he difpatch’d a Manaway 
on purpofe, to the King of Thunis, his 

Ally, to impart to him his Defign,- and 

reprefent to him the great advantages 
ne might derive from the Conqueft of 
i? aM ’• conjuring him to come and joyn ' • 

Jim, and fuccour him, as foon aspoffi- 
bie, with what Foot and Horfe he could . 

F ^ ’ aflemble:- 









F 
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aflemble. This Envoy having put bim- 
felf into a Felucca, was not long on 
his Voyage, and met with a moft wel¬ 
come Reception from the King of Thu- 
vis, who exprefs’d much Joy to fee, by 
Avilgalit’s Letter, and by his Envoys 
di^courfe, that he would make ufe of 
hirfr\in this occafion. He Caus’d the 
Drii&ft immediately to be beat through- r 
out fall his Kingdom , and in a fliort 
. fpace jevied an Army of thirty thou- 
fand Foot, and three thoufand Horfe; 
the Command of which he would needs 
give to Prince Mahomet-Qilhait , hisle- 
cond Son. What troubled him moft, 
was the fev$§hips he had in a readi- 
nefs to put to Sea, as not being pre¬ 
par’d for fo great an Embarkment. 
For which, reafon he was oblig’d to 
caufe all thefe Troops to wait in a Bo¬ 
dy, till the arrival of Merchant Ships, 
wherein he caus’d them to embark; 

In the and at laft weigh’d Anchor, on the n 

month of of the Moon of Sanguel y in the lame 

sluguji, m 

the year J ear 93; 

714. Thefe two great Armies being arriv’d 
on the Coaft of Africa , Muca, who 
waited for them there, after having 
held a Council of War with all the Ge- 
% neral Officers, found they needed fome 

days 


% 
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days refrelhment after the fatigue of 
toe Sea.For which reafon all the Troops 
were brought on Ihoar ; and that the 
time they might fpend in refrelhing 
themfelves might notbeloft. Tariff and 
Count Julian were fent before, with a 
fmall Body, to make a Defcent into 
Spam-, and enquire intotheftate tilings 
were in iince their Departure thence; 
and what Forces the King D. Rodrigo 
might have on foot. The Troops they 
chofe for this Expedition were to the 
number of fix thouiand Foot, as well 
Moors zs’Julian# Cbriftians ; and about 
three hundred Horfe : With thefe they 
croft d the Streight of Gjjdraltcf^ and 
having found a Mountain by the Sea- 
lide, fitting to Encamp the few Troops 
they had. Tariff gave it his own 
mme,as being the firft place where he»r- ftm 
began to eftablilh himfelf Since tlic call'd n*- 
nrft entrance of the Moors, Rodrigo 
" a o ®ot kin idle, but had made the 
belt Preparations he could for . War : 
Infomuch, that as foon as he knew Ta¬ 
riff had made a frefh Defcent, for the , . 

hindring his Fortifying himfelf there, 
he lent his General Aflolpho, with an 
Army of thirty thoufand Foot, and 
About five hundred Horfe, that were 
E 3 indeed 
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indeed not over-well Arad, nor over¬ 
well Martializ’d, for theReafonsIhave 
already hinted. 

Aftolpho going dire< 3 :ly to Tariff, and 
Encamping in fight of him, there was 
at firft feveral Skirailhes between the 
Horfe of both fides, wherein that of 
Tariff hid the difadvantage, which fo 
intimidated the Mows, that it had al¬ 
ready quite difcourag’d them; when 
that on the morrow morning, at break 
of day, one of the Sentinels perceiv’d a 
Chrijlian Woman, with a Staff in her 
hand, which was a little white 
Streamer,*for a fign of Peace: This 
Womaii being taken, ask’d to fpeak 
: with the General of the Army, faying, 
jt, file was come to bring him fuch News 
fT a% would undoubtedly be . agreeable 
to him. As foon as fhe was in Ta¬ 
riff’s prefence, fhe proftrated herlelf 
at his Feet, and having embrac’d them 
*Taf*erum , with g reat fi gns of Joy, and great de- 
Careffes monftrations of affedlion, fhe fpoke to 
Appiaufe. this manner. 

& 


bji the Moors. 
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A Prediction made by a 
Religious. 

Related to General 'Tariff by a 
Chrijlian Woman, 

Q'Ignior, I am lorn in Spain, and am 
O calCd La Teftue. I remember thap 
alout fixty years agone, when I was very 
young, I heard my Father relate , as I was 
in the Corner of his Chimney, a Prophecy, 
importing that the people ofyur Religion 
Jhould lofe the Government of far Country , 
which was to le conquer d ly the Moors : 
And among other things , it was precifely 
mention d, that the Captain who was to 
make this Conquejl, Jhould le very brave, 
and have on his Right Shoulder a Mole 
very hairy , of the lignefs of a Tea, nay , 
and that his Right Hand jhould he much 
longer than his other; infomuch, that with - 
out Hooping, he flight cover all his knee 
with that hand,' He who made this 
Prediction is an honejl Religious, for whom 
we Chriftians have a Jingular veneration . 

I earneftly conjure you, in cafe you have 
thefe marks I have newly fpecified, in re - 
E 4 compete 
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eompence for the good Neves I bring you 
(ofave our Lives , 1 and my Children j 
and to hinder any injury from leinz done to 
their Perfons or Goods. 

tariff having caus’d what this Wq- 
man had newly faid, to be explain’d by 
a chriftian Interpreter he had with Kim, 
was overjoy’d to hear thefethings. He 
ftrips himlelf immediately, in the pre¬ 
fence of Count Julian, and of all his 
People, and having caus’d the place the 
Woman inftanc’d to be view’d, they 
found there the Mole Ihe had menti¬ 
on d, and the Right Hand longer than 
the Left, tho not quite fo long as Ihe 
had faid. 

This News being fpread about the 
Army, occafion’d anuniverfal joy, and 
all the Officers would needs lhare in 
that their General had, to hear, by in¬ 
fallible proofs, that he it was that was 
. to have the Honour of fo noble a Con¬ 
queft. And indeed he was refblv’d to 
give Battel, and therein to vanquifh or 
dye. And that all the Souldiers might 
have the fame Refolution, he would 
needs deprive ’em of all hopes of Re¬ 
treat. 

\ " 

for¬ 
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For that purpofe, as he wanted no 
tndultry, he fecretly caus’d Fire to be 
let to alt the Ships that had brought** 
his Troops, and referv’d nothing but a 
fmall Veflel, nay, and would qeeds 
have that too put out to Sea, for the 
fending by it to Muca, the good or ill 
News of the Battel. 

, tariff having given this Order, and 
by a Speech, fhort indeed, but pithy 
animated his Souldiers to the Conflict- 
It was very bloody and obftinate on 
both fides, but at length the Chrijlians 
were put to flight. 

_ 4ftolpho, wanting neither Heart nor 
Conducft, perform’d in this occafion 
not only the Duty of a General, but al¬ 
to that of a Souldier; he Rally’d the 
Runaways the beft he could, return’d 
feveral times to the Charge, and would 
never yield himfelf up, whatever en¬ 
treaties he had made him, chufing ra¬ 
ther to dye with, his Sword in Hand, 
a* all thofe are wont to do that are jea¬ 
lous of their Honour, and are refolved 
to leave no room ever to be * re- * jimbA- 
proach d that they have done any thine t0 
contrary to the Fidelity they owe their 

Rmg. wrongful- 
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In this adion Count Julian was dan- 
geroufly wounded in the Arm with a 
Partizan, and Tariff llightly in the 
Left Leg; which very much affhded 
the Moors and Julzanifls. 

The News of this great Defeat being 
come to Rodrigo , he was extremely 
griev’d, particularly when he knew his 
General Aftolpho to be dead, and that 
he had been defeated by fuch a fmall 
handful of men. 

Tariff and Count Julian retired forth¬ 
with with their Troops to their former 
Campo n Tariff, from whence they fent 
in all hafte to Moca, by the Bark he had 
referv’d on purpofe for this intent, the 
News of this firft Vidory, earneftly 
defiring him to Ship, with all expediti¬ 
on, the two Bodies of Army that had 
been left in Africa , 'for their refrefih- 
ment; which Muca fail’d not to do, 
fearing they might need them. 



CHAR 


by the Moors. 


CHAR YIIL 

Great Preparations for War mftde 
by Rodrigo, in all the parts of 
his Dominions . 

13 Odrigo being dejeded. Is I have 
J\ newly faid, at this firft lofs, knew 
not what courfe to take tp hinder the 
progrefs of the Enemies, and with what¬ 
ever hopes thofe of his Council and 
Court would needs flatter him, he was 
not capable of receiving anyConfolati- 
on, fo full had his Heart been ofanxiety 
for fome time, and pre-pofTefs’d with 
the ill Opinion he had of the fuccefs of 
this War. He was not wanting how¬ 
ever to ufe all poffible Diligence, and 
omitted nothing of what he thought 
could help to free him out of fo great a 
danger, for he was but too fenfible, 
that he it was, particularly, that fo 
horrible a Tempeft threatned. 

Wherefore he caus’d the Troops be 
had levy’d in all the Provinces of his 
Kingdom to advance from all parts, 

and 
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and gave them a general Rendezvouze 
at Cordona , where of late he kept his 
Court; that fo he might fend them 
from thence to fuch places as Ihould 
need them, and be the readier to take 
fuch courfes as his occafions Ihould ret 
quire. 

His Orders were fo well Executed, 
that in a little time his Army was found 
to' be fourfcore thoufand Foot, and 
twenty thoufand Horfe; all of ’em 
People huddled indeed together, and 
moft of’em without Arms and Expet 
. rience. • He gave them for their Genet 
ral the Arch-bifhop D. Oppas, his vety 
near Relation; whom he fent before 
with thirty thouland Foot, and fix 
thoufand Horfe, to try Fortune once 
again againft Tariff, and endeavour to 
take the Count D> Julian, imagining, 
that as he had^the Secret and CondutJ 
of this Enterprize, it was, doubtlels, 
the moft compendious way to put an 
end to the War. 

In the mean while frefh reinforce¬ 
ments came every minute to Tariff, 
Muca caus’d the two Armies that were 
left behind in Africa , to file daily into 
Spain, as well that which Hiza had 
brought from Arabia, as that which 

Prince 
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Prince Mahomet Gilhair had brought 
from Tunis: But as they came by Hn fe 
and little, and feparafely, it could not 
other wife be but that there muftbe 
feme Diforder. Tariff, to prevenrthe 
fifing furpriz’d in the hurry of Land¬ 
ing, and to draw his Troops Up in Bat¬ 
tel array,accordingly as they defcended 
from their Ships, rdblv’d to take more 
ground, and a little farther in the 
Country to choofe a place fufficiently 
fpacious for the Encampment of his 
whole Army, and in fecurity wait the 
coming of D. Rodrigo : Wherefore he 
advanc’d as far as the River which the 
Arabs call * Guidalete , at the fame * Tisth 
time that the Archbifhop D. Oppas came Rirercal- 
thither, and fent to propofe to him a 
Truce for eight days, to give the two***' 
Armiestime to recover themfelvesafter 
the fatigues of the March. The Arch- 
hifhop, who doubtlels was not inform’d 
of the ftate of the Enemies Army, ima¬ 
gin’d this Truce would turn to his ad¬ 
vantage, by giving his own time to 
encreafe. But in the mean while, all 
thofe Troops that Tariff had caus’d to 
file off, according as they landed, being 
come, they made up Sixty Thoufand 
Foot, and Ten Thouland Horfe, at the 

review 





The Ccnepiejlbf. Spain 

rcv-iew he made of thenxafter the Truce 
was expir’d. Of pas perceiving the fault 
he ’had Committed, and fearing that 
the Kir^ Would reproach him with 
having given the Enemies time tq join 
all their‘Forces, and fortify their Qunp/ 
he refolv’d to give them Battel without 
any farther delay. 'The reinforcement 
he had receiv’d,join’d with what he had 
before, 1 made not upabove Forty Thou- 
land Men: • Yet was he not wanting 
with thefe ‘to pufh the Moors fo vigo- 
roufly, that Tariff was conftrain’d to re* 
tire, after having loft Three Thoufand 
Foot, and about Five Hundred Horfe: 

■' Whereas the Chrijtians loft no more in 
this a<3:ion, than Two Thouland Foot, 
and Two Hundred Horfe. The Night 
having parted them, Oppas alfo retreat¬ 
ed into his own Camp, to let his Saul- 
diers take Breath, before he renew’d 
the Conflict. The number of the 
Wounded being very great on both 
tides, Oppas lent to propofe a Truce to 
Tariff, for three days, which was forth¬ 
with concluded on between the two 
Generals. Things being in this eftate, 
the following Night, a Traytor ( for fo 
he may well be call’d, fince he fold his 
\ own Countrey ) ftole out of theChriff- 
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m Camp, into that of the Arabs. 
This Man -being the Companion of 
Oppas, and call’d Sifebert, went to tell 
tariff, that the King D. Rodrigos Gene¬ 
ral, had only demanded this Truce, 
that he might furprize him that Night; 
and put him by that means the more 
eafily to rout. Tariff affording Cre¬ 
dence to this notice, upon the account 
of the eminent Quality of the perfon 
that brought it, {thoit was an impo- 
fture, as was afterwards verg’d) 
thought it became him to prevent his 
Enemy, and without waiting till he had 
put himfelf in a poftute to execute his 
evil* intentions, he made his Souldiers 
Hand immediately to their Arms, and 
caus’d them to march dire<ftly to the 
Chriftians Camp, where they fell on 
with lb much impetuofity, that they 
forc'd it, put the whole Army to rout, 
took General Oppas, with" the Principal 
Officers, Prifoners, and got an inefti- 
mable Booty, and an infinity of Slaves. 

After this Vicftory, Tariff made 
great prefents to Sifebert, and retreat¬ 
ed near to the Gmdalette, into the . 
Quarters he had before, and which he 
had found very convenient for the Sub- 
fiftance of his Army. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. IX. 

Muca pafes into Spain, mid 
joins with Tariff. Rodrigo 
-puts himfelf at the head cf his 
Army, gives them Battelarid 
lofes it. 

M Vca hearing daily of tariffs great 
Victories,' began no longer to‘ 
doubt of the Conqueft of Spain, whe¬ 
ther he inceflantly lent; reinforcements 
of Souldiers, andAmunitions,and Pro- 
vifions. 

But not being with this contented, 
he refolv’d to pals the Sea in perfon, in 
the head of a fourth Army, lo to lhare 
in the honour of fo fine a Conqueft. 
Wherefore he left to a Brother of his, 
call’d IJbmael , the Government of A- 
frica, in his abfence; and having with all 
poifible diligence, got together twenty 
thoufand Foot, and fix thoufend Horfe, 
brave Men, and well appointed ; he 

werit 
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went to join tariff , who was very joy¬ 
ful at the thing. . jj y 

When it came to be known that the 
Vice-roy had himfelf pafs’d the Streights, 
there pafs d fo great a number of Moors. 

. being invited by the hopes of pillage 
that in the review they made of all 
their Troops, they were found to be 
a hundred and fourfcore thoufand Foot 
and forty thoufand Horfe, befides an 
Wfimte number of ufelefs people that 
are wont toaccqmpany Armies. 

Rodrigo, who then exerted all the 
Putus of a great King, feeing the num- 
ber of the Moors daily to augment, 
thought it in no wife convenient to 
give them time to fortifie themfelves 
more : And having alTembled his 
council, to fee what Relolution it. be¬ 
came him to take in lb great an exigent 
<y; they unanimoufly agreed, That 
he could do nothing better than go 
fumfelf m the head of his Army, give 
thern Battel, rather fooner than later • 
and thatall the Nobility, Gentry, and 
reople of Service in Spain would toot 
ail to attend him. 

. This Refolution being taken, the 
amg having nominated lor Generalifii- 
®o of all his Troops, his Favourite 
F AW 
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Almerique, a man very brave and refo- 
lute ; a General review washeld near 
Cordoua , in a Plain the Arabs Ihortly 
cS’d dr a ^ er nam’d Alguidah *, where was 
ptaui ot'" found twenty three thouland Horfe, 
Tw.lx. and a ■ hundred and thirty thoufand 
Foot. This Prince having caus’d the 
General Officers to come thither,yid the 
moil confiderable of the Captains, gave 
them to underftand the danger their 
Country was in,that not onlytheirHon- 
our and their Eftates, but their Life and 
Liberty depended on the good or hi 
fuccefs of the Battel he was going to 
fight j that after this Adtion there was 
no more fiiccours to be expe< 9 :ed from 
their Country, that was exhaufted by 
the late Defeats; that they had no 
longer any hopes but in their own Va¬ 
lour ; that they had only to confider 
whether they fhould not rather chufe 
to dye generoufly, in fighting for their 
Country, than to fall themfelves, their 
Families and Children, into a perpc- 
* Dimitt, tual Slavery *, and be a Prey to foreign 
onefE- Nations, and fo different from them in 
oemies. Manners and Religion, that he laid not 
this to them, to expofe them alone to 
the peril, with a defign to fhelterhim- 
felffromit; that he ihould be the firfl 

to 
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the ^ and example,- 
and that he did not believe there to be 
any man that made a difficulty of eo- 

S? r h h f, K > i ? g ’ when the y fhould 
fee him refolv d to dye with them, 
and for them. * 

The SouJdiers being encourag’d by 
this difcourfe, and refolv’d to dye for 
their King and Country, having had 
order to march againft the Enemies, 
there happen da remarkable thing, and 
and of an ill augure, which was that 
D. Ramiro. , Alfier Major of King Rod- 
being mounted on Horfeback, 
his Horfe gave him fo terrible a fall, 
ffiat he dyd of it, and thetLaunce 
broke in two, to which the Royal 

Standard* was fatten’d. 3 

Thdfe who faw fo fudden a • Death, * Am r ' 
were a little terrify’d; but Rodrigo?™^- 
havu^ given the Colours * to another * 
continued his march to the River Gar- Cornet. 

ySf - Whe ™ *? e encam P’d *n fight of 
m f a Plain very proper for the 

Ji" 8 1 11 *"* Troo P s in Battalia. 

The day following, the King fent 

°^j 0f J ! 16 , braveft men of his Army, 
u <J Thodomir , with five hundred 
Horie, and two hundred Foot all 
choice men, and well arm’d, to View 
F % the 
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tlfe Enemies. Tariff fail’d not to de¬ 
tach out at the fame time, five hun¬ 
dred Moors , and three hundred Julia - 
nifis, having in the head of them A- 
Iraham Ahenalis, who began fo bloody, 
' and fo obftinate a Combat, that it laft- 
ed from Three a Clock in the After- 
from din- noon ’ Night * , which conftrained 
ner till the them to part, leaving it undecided 
Evening, which had the advantage; the dead 
and wounded being much the fame on 
both fides. 

The King, whofe heart was puft up 
•with the fuccefs of this Skirmilh, ha¬ 
ving held a Council in the Evening, 
and propos’d to the principal Officers 
of his Army, to give Battel on the 
morrow, it was refolv’d on, and a He¬ 
rald fent to fignify it t© Tariffs who 
accepted it. 

In the It was’on the third Wednefday of the 
oftober^’i raont hof Maharran , in, the year 94 of 
the’yeai - 1 ' 1 the Hegira , that this Battel was fought, 
714. w-hich began at break of day, and coft 
both Parties a great deal of Blood : For 
the Chrijlians in this a&ion loft 
their General Almerique , with about 
three thoufand Foot, and eight hun¬ 
dred Horfe, and the Moors a thoufand 
Foot, and three hundred Horfe. 

Rodrigo 


\ 

by the Moor£ ^ 

Rodrigo was extreamly afflided for Cahrj y 
the Death of Almerique-, for he had Gri<£ 
that day perform’d Heroick adions, 
and ffiown he was not only a good’ 
Souldier, but a great Captain. And 
indeed, he it was alone, that had put 
the Camp of the Moors to difbrder; z- 
mongwhom he broke in with ib much 
bravery, that he was kilFd upon the 
fpot; and after his. death, the Chriftian 
Army wanted little of being totally de¬ 
feated. 

And indeed, Rodrigo found it con¬ 
venient to go and encamp fix Leagues 
from thence, the more lafely to delibe¬ 
rate on what he had to do. Whereup¬ 
on he made his Retreat in the beft order 
imaginable; by thefe means abandon¬ 
ing the Field of Battel to Tariff, who 
on his fide, caus’d all the dead, both 
Moors and Chriftians, to be buried, for 
fear the Corruption of their Bodies ' 
might occafion fome Diftempers in his 
Camp. But as l bon as he heard /Wri- 
go was retired, taking his Retreat for a 
flight, he march’d after him with all 
Expedition, and overtook him on the 
Friday following; when theConflkft ** Maibt- 
being renew'd, -it lafted from Noon till B “’ BaKe! * 
Night, which parted them, without 
F 5 either 
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either parties having the occafion to 
boaft of the advantage. What moil 
afflidted General Tariff, was, that 
Prince Mahomet Gilhair, the King of 
Thunk Son, and Count Julian, were 
both dangeroufly wounded in this 
a&ion, and the later particularly of 
three great wounds. On the other 
fide, Rodrigo being paul’d by the oppo- 
fition of the Enemies, found that all he 
had been thitherto able to do, was but 
a fmall matter, and defponding of his 
being capable of doing any thing more 
hereafter, ihe knew not what to deter¬ 
mine upon; and all the courfes pro- 
posd to him, feeming to him equally 
bad and dangerous, he chofe rather to 
leave the Decifion of Fortune to the 
day following, than to wait it any lon¬ 
ger, having taken a ftedfaft refolution 
to Conquer then or Dye. 

Whereupon having marfhall’d all his 
Forces in the beft order he could, he led 
them to the Enemies with great vigour, 
and was by them receiv’d with fo much 
bravery and firmnefs, that there dy’d 
that day fifteen hundred Foot, and 
two hundred and fifty Horfe, of the 
Chrifiiatts, and fifteen hundred Moors, 
m all, as well Horfe as Foot. As for 

. the 
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the wounded, on both fides, the num¬ 
ber of them fcatter’d up and - down, 
was fo great, that they were not rec¬ 
kon’d *. The Battel having been de- * 
ferr’d till the Wednefday following, by ® loody ' 
the confent of both parties, it Began 
again at break of day, but not with 
the fame obftinacy. For in fhort, Rod¬ 
rigo feeing his Men flagger, threw 
himfelf into the midfl of the fray, to 
re-infpire them with Courage, and did 
all he could to rally them; but the de¬ 
feat being abfolute, and without reme¬ 
dy *, he forbid the few people he had * Vi x> 
about him, to follow him; and he Hopcs; 
left his Camp, without its being 
known what became of him. 

All the Chrijlians being thus, or dead, 
or prifoners, or put to flight; all .the J 
Riches of their Camp, wherein there 
was abundance, became the booty of 
the Conquerours. But Tariff, without 
fullering his Souldiers to trifle away 
their time in plunder, and without al¬ 
lowing them one days reft, march’d 
diredbly to Cordova , which he took 
without its coiling him one man; and 
encamp’d all his Troops in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Town, in fuch man¬ 
ner as he judg’d rnoft fitting to refrplh 
F 4 them 
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them, after fo many fatigues; and to 
give the wounded time to be cur’d of 
their wounds. 


Tmib, 

Exploits. 


Tnbjin, 

Promife. 


CHAP. X 

General Tariff, caufeS fearch to 
be made through all the Coun¬ 
trey for D. Rodrigo, and pro* 
mifes great rewards to whom 
ever fhall deliver him dead or 
alive into his hands. 

T Ariff reckon’d for nothing, all 
thefe Battels he had won, fince 
Rodrigo had efcap’d him; and did not 
think Spain was ever conquer’d, un- 
Iefs he had him in his hands, For 
which reafon, he had Proclamation 
made throughout, his Army, That 
whofoever, either Moor or Cbri/iian, 
fliould deliver him up alive, or dead • 
he would not only grant * him great 
Franchises aud Exemptions, but where- 
vvithal to live at his eafe the reft of 
his days. The hopes of fuch great 

gains. 
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gains, fetfeveral Chrijlians, Moors , and 
Renegadoes , upon the hunt, through- 
out all AnJalouJia y to enquire after the 
King. 

« A*. ^ >me them quefting in 
die Mountains and Lands thereabouts 
at a diftance faw a Shepherd in a very 
rich garb, being the fame that unhap¬ 
py Prince was wont to wear. With 
great joy did they run after him to 
catch him, and brought him immedi¬ 
ately to the General, who having 
causd Count Julian to come to view 
him, he was found to be a very Ample 
and ignorant Swain, from whom they 
could hardly get a word, and much 
lels information of what they were in 
queft. He told them he knew nothing 
elfe of what they demanded, but that 
as he was keeping his flock upon the 
Mountain where they had taken him, 
he had feen coming towards him, up¬ 
on a Horfe very much tir’d, and that 
leemd out of Breath, a man, in the 
Cloaths he at prefent wore, who, with 
a furious voice, and frightful counte¬ 
nance, had bid him pull off forthwith 
a Coat lin’d with Sheep-skin he had 
then on; that accordingly having ftript 

himfelf immediately, he had caus’d 

1 • 
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him to take thofe fine Cloaths in lien 
of his own ; and that having afterwards 
ask’d him if he had any thing to eat in 
his Scrip, he had given him a little 
Bread he had left. After which, the 
Unknown having taken his Crook, 
commanded him to come fhew him 
the way; ^rhich he did, putting him 
in a little path that went upwards, 
which he law him mount, till he loft 
light of him. 1 

Tariff was not fatisfy’d with this 
News, for after having difcours’d the 
People of the Country of the place 
where the Shepherd had feen Rodrigo 
he underftood he was gone towards 
Caftile; infomuch that he loft hopes 
of finding him, and bent his thought? 
wholly upon taking all the advantages 
he might derive from his Vkftory. 

Queen Zahra Beneliaza was at Cor- 
doua, at the taking of that Town; and 
tho fhe had time enough, before the 
Defeat of her Husband, to make her 
efcape into Caflile , fhe had not done fb, 
either that fhe had been furpriz’d by 
Tariff's Diligence, or for want of Re* 
folution, and improving her time; or 
rather, in fhort, through the ill luck 
thofe labour under, whom Fortune 

pro* 
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profccutes, who are wont to want 
Council as well as all things. 

Tariff left her in her Palace, without 

fuffering any one to enter therein, to 

commit the leaft Diforder; he only 
madefure of her Perfcn as well'as' the 
Palace: And as this great City could 
not be kept without a great number of 
Troops, he thought fitting to leave 
there Prince Mahomet Gilhair , as well 
for the containing’em in their Duty, 
as for the recovering his perfeA health, 
for he was not yet well cur’d of his 
Wounds, nor recover’d from the fa¬ 
tigues of this War. He plac’d about 
this Prince the Moor , Abulcacim Hadil- 
lar, to aflift him with his Council in 
Military Expeditions, in cafe fuch cc- 
cafions fhould be offer’d ; and after ha¬ 
ving given his Orders, he divided his 
Troops into two equai Armies,.one of 
which he left to the Vice-roy Muca, 
to go into the Weftern part of Andalou- 
fia, and took the other to go into the 
more Southern, call’d Grenada ; fo to 
leave nothing behind them, when they 
had a mind to enter into the Province 
of Caftile , which is feparated from An- 
daloufia on the Eaftem fide by a great 
Defart, compos’d of Mountains and 

. Lands, 


The Conqneft of Spain 

Lands, which the Spaniards call Sierra 
Morena. This Refolution being taken, 
thofe two Generals dire&ed their March 
each his own way, and Mahomet GiU 
hair Raid with Queen Zahra, 


CHAP. XI. 

The Amours of Mahomet Gilhair 
with the Queen ., who induces 
him to turn Chriftian, and 
then Marries him. 

B Efore they departed from Cordorn, 
Tariff fail’d not to do what is com¬ 
monly done by Conquerours; who 
change the manner of the Government 
of the Cities they take, and there E- 
ftablilh fuch Laws as they pleafe. He 
feiz’d on the great Church, and of fome 
others which he turn’d into Mofchs; 
leaving fome to the Chrifiians , for the 
exercife of their Religion. And after 
having caus’d great Fortifications to be 
. made around that Town, which he 
confider’d as the Metropolis of Spain; 

’ ■ he 
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he particularly encharg’d Prince Gilhair 
to have great refpedb for Queen Zahra 
Betteliaca , and fo to order matters 
that Ihe might be as little as poffible 
fenfible of her Captivity ; reprefent- 
ing to him, that being by Nation an 
Arabian, , and a near Relation of Alman- 
zor, his Matter; fo nigh that Mahomet 
Alnehedim , her Father,had lhar’d Africa 
with him; they ought all to treat her 
as their real Queen, to endeavour to 
make her again elpoufe the IVfanners 
and Religion of her Forefathers; which 
there was a likelihood Ihe would not 
find it a difficult matter to refolveon, 
feeing Ihe mutt needs be inclin’d there¬ 
to, by the fentiments of Nature. The 
Unfortunate Gilhair did but too faith¬ 
fully acquit himfelf of this Commilfi- 
on; for he faw her fo often, and ren¬ 
der’d her fo many fervices, that as Ihe 
was Young and Beautiful, andheGal- 
lant-and Witty, he became defperately 
in Love with her. Nothing now but 
Feafts and Merriments at Cor dona , he 
daily invented fomething new to di¬ 
vert and pleafe her, and his thoughts 
were wholly taken up in making her a 
thoufand prefents, wherein there was 
ever as much gallantry as magnificence: 

As 
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As he had all the conveniency of feeing 
her he could defire, therefpe&hebare 
her, had long hinder’d him from deck- 
ring his paffion to her. But this a 
length being become the ftrongeft, he 
could not forbear giving her to under- 
Hand, in a thouland converfations he 
had with her, that if Ihe would again 
efpoufe the Religion in which ihe had 
been brought up, he would bring her 
back into her own Countrey, with the 
Crown of Thrnis , which he would put 
upon her Head, inftead of that of Caflile, 
which Ihe had loft. Every time he* 
difcours’d her upon this point, Ihe pre¬ 
tended Ihe did not underftand him; 
but he imagin’d it to be an uneafinefi 
of hers, in fuffering a Declaration of 
Love, that hinder’d her from anfwering • 
and that he had to vanquifti rather her 
modefty than her averfion. At length, 
they two only being together one day, 
and he thinking her difpos’d to be more 
favourable to him, he threw hirafelf 
at her feet, and conjur’d her not to 
leave him any longer in the uncertain¬ 
ty of his good or evil fortune 5 and at 
laft, refolve upon pronouncing the 
word that was to give him his death, 
or to render him happy all his life long. 

The 
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the Queen not hating him, would not 
fefierhim any longer to flatter himfelf 
with vain hqpes: Wherefore Ihe de¬ 
clar’d to him, (he was refolv’d to live 
'and dye in the Faith* Ihe had embrac’d: * 
but that if the defire he exprels’d to her Faith * 
of marrying her, was as ftrong as he 
would fain perfwade her, and if he 

imagin’d it foeafie a matter to change 

Religion, he would find no difficulty 
in doing for her, what he propos’d to 
her, to do for him ; that inftead of.pref- 
fing her to turn Mahometan , he needed 
only to turn Chri(iian; and that upon 
this condition, Ihe would confent to a 
match, wherein there was nothing un¬ 
worthy of her Royal extratftion *. After At 

this anfwer, the Prince went his waysg,“”1> 
home very penfive,but he was not capa-R^i. 
He. to refill his paffion long. They were 
neither of them in a place to folem- 
bize this Marriage, which was quickly 
agreed oh ; and the jundure of times 
Was not propitious: For which reafbn, 
thePrincefs caus’d one of her * Religi¬ 
ous to come, without the leaft notice*^’ 
being taken out, and marry her in pri-ous. 
vate with the Prince, after he had bap¬ 
tiz’d him. The Ceremonies were per¬ 
form’d with all poffible fecrefie*,.and itfa £ )f 

. Gilhatr convert. 
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Gilhair and Zahra enjoy’d their A- 
mours peaceably for fome time, care, 
fully concealing the Iraasps they ador’d 
in private. But they could not keep 
their intelligence fo fecret, but that it 
was difcover’d by one of the Queens 
Ladies, in whom Ihe confided: She 
was bom in Arabia , of themumber of 
thofe that, had been thrown upon the 
Coafts of Spain, with the Queen, and 
who with her were converted. * This 
„ Woman, call’d Sigehefte, having been 
perfwS- P er f wa ded * by fome Moors, had beta- 
on. ken herfelf again to hpr ancient Reli, 
gion; infomuch, that having feen 
Mahomet make profeffion of Chriftiani- 
ty with the. Queen, in her Palacej 
Ihe refolv’d, tho with trouble, to in¬ 
form Alulcacim Adillard how matters 
went, whom Tariff had left'with that 
Prince, in all things to aliift him, with 
his Council, Aldillar was extreamly 
afflided at the tydings, and would by 
no means believe the leaft ont for a 
long time; imagining this Woman 
might perchance, have a grudge to the 
Prince, for fome particular reafon *. But 
monyf ‘"flaking reflexion upon the greatnefs 
. paffion he had long dbferv’d 
this Prince have for the Queen, 

he 
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he began to believe him rapatl© of 

t . He tI hadthen the curiofity, to fathom 
the thing, without making f em - 
blance of ought; and knew a! length 
fo well to obferve his adions, that 
without the Queens fufpeding it, he 

c%T:* rwi,h ,h ° or 

l Tarjf was. furpriz'd and perplex’d at 
the feme time, for he confider’d that 
Mahomet Gilhair being no Vafftl of Al- 
manzor y but the Son of a Prince as Pru 
tent as himfelf, and his Ally, who 
came to afiift him voluntarily with his- 
Forces in this War *; however, juft the * if ft a 

ZTT that ° Ughtto be bad againft Conqudb 
him for fo great a rafhnefs, it might be 
attributed to fome jealoufie, or to S fome 
particular ill will, which might make 
hm mcurr the Disfavour of his Mafter 
Wherefore he contented himfelf with" 
fending Adillar back to Cordoua, with 

the*° f Tr ° ops ’ t0 confine' 
toe t^ueen, Prince Mahomet, and all 

iofe he foould believe to have had a- 

land in his evil defi gas *; an d gave * Almulft- 

G %: nUn * 4 C ~ 
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him ord«r *o to]ie an exadtInformatiori 
- of all, and to fend it him with all dili¬ 
gence. 

As foon as Adillar was return’d, he 
carefully executed the orders he had 
brought ; after having feiz’d on the 
Perfon of the Queen of Spain, of the 
Prince of Thunu, and of the Religious 
that had Baptiz’d him; he fent what 
he had difcover’dto Tariff, who imme¬ 
diately gave notice of it to the King of 
Thunis. , by a Courier, who carry’d 
him the Procels that Adillar had caus’d 
to be made againft his Son, leaving it to 
him to decree thereupon, according to 
his good plealitre. 

The Proceedings of this General, 
were found very Wife, and very Pru¬ 
dent ; by this means, hefcreen’d him- 
•n t ; h felf from all fufpicion*,envyandjealoufte, 

fufpidon. and difcharg’d bimfelf from the odium 
he might have incurr’d by the Death 
of this Young Prince: For, afloon as 
his FatheE was inform’d of his Impiety, 
he wrote to his men to put him to 
Death, without waiting for further or¬ 
ders. The Courier having brought 
his difpatches to "tariff, while that he 
was in the Province of Grenada , the 
General being not permitted to quit 

the 
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the War he had in thofe Parts ; feat an * 
abfolute Power to Adillar, with all 

^Forces, to fee this Execution done- 

ai ]Exemplaty puniihment 
of all thofe that were found accom- 
phces of fo black a bufinefs. • 

Adillar having receiv’d Tariff's 
gjmnuflion^ and that of the King * Am- 
Shunts, caused the Procefs to be re? thin &’ 

>nTht T ma r Z u hra aiid Mahomet > 

and had them fetcht out of Prifon, one 
Friday mornug, to condud* them be- 
fore the Principal Church of Cordoua, 
where there is a good handfome Place 

exhorted*them to renounce‘s 

°^ le Ghrifiians , if they were 
wdhng to f|ve their Lives. But they 
would m no wife confent thereto ; and 
fe cla f d *at they rather chofe to fuf. 

ter the Death with which they were 
threatned, and which they were ready 
? rec 5 lv , e > _than renounce, the Faith 
they had Embrac’d. Adillar , both 
forpriz’d and provok’d at this ©bftina- 
ty, caus d them all three to be behead- 
ra ; and^ their Bodies were a long time 
abandon d in the place, in the mtdft of 
the dirt; from whence they were ta- 
ken by the Chriftians, who bury’d them 
the beft to their ability, tho not accord- 

G 1 ing 
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according to the grandeur of'their 
Birth. 


. CHAP. X IL 

Tariff makes himfelf mafter . of 
the Province of Grenada, arid 
’ of the Snowy Mountains , calld 
ly the Spaniards of the Sun, 
and of the Air. r ; 

A L L things being peaceable at Cor- 
(tom, and nothing more being to 
be fear’d on that fide, Tariff purfues his 
Conquefts towards the South, and 
march’d with allhis Army, towards the 
Province of Grenada', he met with no 
laud” 0 ' * R e fift ance in all the Places where he 
without pafs’d; on the contrary, all the Inhabit 
refinance. tants went. to meet him, and brought 
Victuals, and all forts of Refrefliments 
to his Forces ; conjuring his Souldiers,not 
* f tea, to injure * People that put themfelves 
iafolences. under his Obedience and Protection. 
Tariff gave the neceflary orders for the 
containing them in fubjeCbion, but tho 
he was lear’d, and by confequence 

obey’d j 


hy the Moors. 

obey’d; for that he was very fevere 

fnl dl< t n0t fufKr Omiflions’ 

VnnM Es ? a * m & , his Commands; his 
Souldiers feeing themfelves in a Land 

of Conqueft, did not however refrain 
from committing fome Infolencies. 

At kft, at a diftance he perceiv’d a 
City bulk upon a Hill, from whence 
one had the ProfpeCt of the moft plea- 
fant and moft fertile Plain imaginable 
and that had the air of the Terreftria 

Paiadi.ce.For it wasa H about furrounded 

with little Mounts, full of Trees and 
£f>nngs, and cut by a large and deep 
River, that pafsd in the midft of 

eXte0t °i., Meadows ’ alJ low’d 

with Flowers. Thofe he fent to view 
1^ having brought him word that it 
had good Walls and good Tovvers, he 

rhTrT P r m the m!dft of that Pla in, 
that his Forces might take Breath, and 

that he might at his leifure fee where 
it was to 6e attack’d with moft fuccefs. 
But no fqoner had he begun the Ap¬ 
proaches m the forms, than that the 
Inhabitants feeing the few men they 
had to oppofe againft fo great a ftrength, 
and having no hopes of iuccours, being 
inform d of the Defeat of their King* 
after having long conferr’d together 
C 3 about 
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about the means of fecuring their free¬ 
dom, they refolv’d upon fending to 
offer tariff to furrender up the Town, 
provided he fufler’d them and their Fa¬ 
milies to enjoy in Peace all their Goods 
and Eftates, and remain in their Coun- 
*Tapdit, tr y without Oppreffion * in their Per- 
mcnt? C ~ ions, or Violence dqne them in their 
Religion. 

Tariff having held a Council, accept¬ 
ed their Offers; and promis’d to caufe 
the Conditions carefully to be obferv’d, 
upon which they were willing to put 
their Town into his hands. The Arti¬ 


cles of the Capitulation were drawn up 
* Beth A- by them, and figned by this General, 
firffco- w h° fwore in the Name of Almanzor 
vcrnour pun&ually to obferve them : And thus, 
of Grew- without its cofting him fo much as one 
t*This is man, lie entred Grenada with part of 
what the his Army ; and plac’d as Governour, 
ca Usam one ^' 1S Captains, call’d Betis Abe- 

ne-M-u,, nabur *, bom in Arabia Felix. He 
T he only crofs’d this Town, that fo he 
Jv'E- might at the fame time reduce the 
tain, and Mountains which cover it on the South ; 
frointhe*the Chriflians call the Mountains 
ancient of the Sun and of the Air f, by reafon 
Simijh they are in the Middle Region: For 
corrupted, he been told that the Peafents be- 
~ ’ ing 
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ing brave refolute fellows, were 
refblv’d to defend them ; relying 
• upon the little knowledge the Modrs 
had of their Country, wherein it was 
impofiible to penetrate very far with 
an Army. 

tariff, who hitherto had not found 
any-obftacle in his Conquefts, no not 
even in the City of Grenada, where he 
expe&ed to have met with feme re- 
fiftance, confided in his wonted fuc- 
cels, and the Refolution of his Souldi- 
ers; and imagin’d that this little corner 
of Earth being only defended by Bump¬ 
kins , would pot hold out longer 
than the other Places where he had 
pafs’d. 

But when he was at a great Ravine, It is not 
making a Torrent that falls into a Ri- kn h ow ". 
ver, which the Chriflians call Auzeva, Ravimtfcr 
being oblig’d to flop there, about mid- Ftr 
night the Peafants came and attack’d 
his Camp with fo much fury, that he bridge of 
was forced to abandon it, after having 
there loft four thoufand Foot, and fome havefbce f 
Horfe. On the morrow, being enrag’d ca ! l d this 
to have been thus beaten by Bumpkins, 5 ^ er0r * 
he refblved to be Reveng’d on ’em, and 
to attack ’em, as he did, in the fame 
place. But the Chriflians defended 
G 4 them- 
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themfelves with as much vigour as the 
day before, and without lofing hardly 
one of their fide, they bill’d fifteen 
hundred more of his Men. What en¬ 
rag'd him mod, was the difficulty of 
the Country , where the Cavalry, 
wherein confifted his greateft ftrength’ 
could not penetrate; tvhereas thefe 
Peafants, from the advantageous Polls 
they pofielsd, made a great daughter 
of his Men, without his being able to 
come at themWhereupon he was up¬ 
on the point of defifting from his En- 
terprize, where he only loft time and 
Souldiers, and to carry his Arms elfe- 
where, when that one of thofe Moun- 
tainers call’d Fandino , to fecure a little 
Ellate he had in that Canton, came 
and fliew’d him a place, by which he 
might come and enter with the Horfe 
into the heart of the Country, and eafi- 
Iy fubdue it : The General wasover- 
* x n i cr A t and having ask’d this Peafanta 
&xamina- ^°ufand Queftions *, to which lie 
tion. made pertinent anfwers ,• by his advice 
he drew off his Troops four miles from 
the place where they lay, and having 
given order to his Fleet to draw near 
that Coafl, he detach’d one of his moll 
Valiant Captains , call’d Abraham A- 

buxarra , 


by the Moors. Sy 

luxarra, with ten thoufand Foot, and 
four hundred Horfe, to a place call’d 
Xat, by the Arabs, where he Shipp’d 
him with all his Men, and Fandino, 
whom he fent along to ferve him for 
his Guide ,• Abraham was not long be- 
he arriv’d at a Town upon the 
Eafiern Coafl: of Spain by the Chrifti- 
ans, calld * Adrada , and in good order *I tisat 
entred the heart of the Country, pilk- p L efenc 
ging, and laying all Wafte. 

The Chriflians had no Cavalry and 
expetfed no fuccours, feeing themfelves 
Ihut up on all fides, Abuxarra attack¬ 
ing them behind, while Tariff beat 
them before, yet made not any move- 
ment^ by which we could perceive 
the Extremity they were reduc’d to • 

But after being aflembled to fee what 
courfe was beft for them to take, they 
refolv d to fend to demand a Trace * *cokb, 
u ^. en da }'s of tariff, that lo Truce, 
they mighr have time to concert with 
him the Conditions on which they 
were willing to furrender. 

Tariff having ‘immediately accepted , 
the offers they made him, and havin'* - . 
gnten a iafe Conduct * for fuch as-they * Amr 
were minded to fend as Deputies to Thing! ‘ 
him; they chofe the Bilhop of that 

Country, 
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Country, call’d Otoger, with fome other 
Perfons of Credence, whom they fent 
into the Camp with the necefiary 
* Powers. He was a man of Wit and 
Learning, and very Expert and know, 
ing in affairs. He was very kindly 
receiv’d by Tariff, who immediately 
ftruck up with him in the following 
Conditions: That the Cbriftians fhould 
remain in that Country if fo minded, 
and Jhould not Be’ molefted either in 
their Perfons, or Eftates, or their Con¬ 
ferences: That they fhould not pay any 

other Import-,, than the Tribute they 
were wont to pay to Chrijiian Kings. 
That if any among them were not 
willing to flay there, they fhould be 
fuffer’d to fell their whole Eftate, and 
and go into whatever Country, inha¬ 
bited by Cbriftians, they fhould beft 
like. 

This Capitulation being fign’d by 
Tariff, in the name of the Great Alman- 
e*rhis Mafter, in wbofe name he pro¬ 
mis’d to obferve it very exatftly; Ahra- 
’It is now bam Aluxarra * was left there as Go* 

luAiput - vernour •* An d as he was the firft that 
tnu. entred the Country, and had bees its 
firft Governour, this little Province 
was from this time call’d by his name. 

This 


by the Moors. 

This General having now totally re¬ 
duc’d thofe parts that fell tci his lot, 
re-affembled all his Forces to return to 
Cordoua, by the fame way he came, 
with a Defign to rejoin Muca, after 
that to enter both together, and with- 
outany longer delay, into the Province 
of Caftile. 


CHAP. XIH. 

The Conquefts of Muca, and his 
return to Cordoua. 

A T the fame time that General Ta¬ 
riff began his march, to lead his 
Army towards the Baft and South, in¬ 
to the Province of Grenada, as we 
have laid, the Vice-roy Muca went to 
lead his towards the Weft, into the 
Province which the Natives of the 
Country call Andaloufia , from the 
name of certain People, that formerly 
inhabited it, call’d Vandals. He march'd 
at firft againft Carmona, a fmall Town 
indeed, but well fortify’d ; where fe- 
yeral Chriftictus. had taken refuge, from 

all 
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all the Burroughs, and all the Vil¬ 
lages of that Country, which they had 
forfaken at Mucus Approach, .and 
where they had ftor’d themfelves with 
all forts of Ammunition and Provifions. 
that fo they might defend themfelves 
as long as polfihle they could. 

The Vice-roy having block’d it up 
on all Tides, the Befieged refolv’d to 
make a Sally out of the ftrongeft of 
their Gates, and with the beft men 
they had, to fee if there was any pof- 
libilxty of defeating their Enemies 
before they had better fortified them- 
felves. 

Wherefore on the morrow at break 
of day, having taken Arms, and en- 
couraged one another to do well, they 
attack’d the Moors Camp with To much 
Bravery, and in fuch good order, that 
they kill d three hundred of them be- 
fore they could know, and put them¬ 
felves in a pofture of Defence, and re- 
turn d into the Town, having loft but 
five and twenty on their fide. 

This fuccefs having putt up their 
Hearts, they would ne<?ds fee the day 
* rcbtdai following, if Fortune * would be as fa- 

Good T r £ k t0 theiil -. But havin § 

Fortune Moors upon their Guard, they were 

tr,i ' received 


by the Moots. 

received a little more lmartly than the 
day before, and conftrained to return 
into the Town falter than they came 
thence. The Moors purfu’d them fo 
clofely, that the Governour of Carmo- 
ta fearing that, by opening the Gates 
to receive them, the Enemies would 
enter pell-mell with them, and fo make 
themfelves mailers of the Place,- he 
found it more expedient to let the few 
Chrijiians that were without to be loft, 
than to lofe the Town in endeavouring 
to fave them ; and forbid the opening 
to them the Gate, hcrfear’d it would 
be no longer in his power to Ihut. 

The Chrijiians feeing the Refolution 
their Governour had taken, all on 
the fudden took a yery generousenef 
for having all engag’d rather to dye^ 
nke Men of Courage, than be made. 
Haves, they fac’d about upon thofe that, 
purliiedthem, and fighting like Delibe¬ 
rate People, kill’d eight hundred of 
them, and pulh’-d on-into,the midft of 
Mucds Camp, where they were all 
kill’d upon the fpot, or taken . Prifo- 
ners, without fo much as one of them 
efcaping. Muca being very much en¬ 
rag’d at thefe two bad fuccelles, a Hem- 
bled the Principal Officers to hold a 

Council 
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Council of War, wherein it was re- 
folv’d on the rnorrow morning to 
make a General attacque. The Lad¬ 
ders were let up againft the Walls, and 
the Moors mounted them with great 
Refolution: On the other fide, the 
Beleaguer'd defended themfelves with 
great firmnefe, Killing and Topfy-tur- 
vying thofe that mounted. Among 
others, the Governour of the Place 
call’d Gala, did then perform Heroict 
Adions; for he alone, with two med 
he had with him, defended a whole 
Courtine, from one Tower to another* 
which he had undertaken to maintain j 
and with a Crofs-bow, kill’d or 
wounded for his own part that da/ 
himfelf alone fourfcore Moors. This 
ConfKd lafted from Noon till Nighty 
and in it the Vice-roy loft fifteen hun- 
dred men; whereas the Befieged, as 
we were afterwards inform’d, loft but : 
three hundred. * 

The time and men Muca loft b& 
fore this Place, made him refolve, for 
the rendring himfelf mafter of it, to 
try another way. than that of force, 
which he had fped lb ill in thitherto. 
Whereupon he fent to fommons the 
Befieged to furrender, offering not on¬ 
ly 


by the Moors. ^ 

ly to fpare their Lives, but to grant 
them great Priviledges, if they made 
their Compofition fooner than later. 

This Propolal caus’d the Befieged to 
wen their Eyes, and the Principal of 
them aflembling to confer with their 
Governour; they concluded, that tho 
they Ihould ftill hold out for a while, • 
their* Provifions would at length fail * a, 
them, and their Souldiers would di- mUBiti ~ 
minifh j that all that Province was al- 
moft fubdu’d, that they could not ex- 
ped fuccours from any body, that 
thus fooner or later they would be a 
Prey to the Vidorious: For which 
reafon, they made anfwer. That they 
were content to open him the Gates of 
theirCity,provided he would fuffer them 
to depart thence with their Wives and 
Children, and all they had* of Money, 

Arms and Baggage, and generally all 
things whatever that they could tarry 
along with them, whither they pleas’d, 
with foil freedom. 

AH that they required was granted 
foem, bating the Baggage; upon which 
they were told, That they might only 
carry away with them, what they 
could Toad upon a hundred Waggons, 

With which they were contented. 

Thus 
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Thus all the Chrijlians departed, and 
went to another City near .the Sea,call'd 
• His pala in their Tongue, while that 
Much, after having plac’d a Governour 
there, with fome Souldiers, for its 
Guard, decamp’d forthwith to march 
towards a very great and populous Ci¬ 
ty, which the Spaniards in their Tongue 
call Merida. . 

In this Town there was a very brave 
Chriftian Governour, and as he Signa¬ 
liz’d himfelf in this Siege, and therein 
perform’d A&ions worthy of Praife, 
he well deferves that I Ihould dwell a 
little longer upon the Relation of his 
Performances. 

. This Governour, call’d Salqra, feeing 
the havock made by the Moors Army 
in the Countries where it pafs’d, caus'd 
all the Chrijlians in the Neighbourhood 
of Merida to retire into that Town, 
with their Wives and Children, and 
caus’d them to bring along with them, 
all the Victuals there was in the 
Country; where having left only what 
could not be remov’d, he himfelf fent 
lome to burn all the Villages there¬ 
abouts, and to make a havock through¬ 
out all the Country, that fo when the. 
Moors Ihould come thither, they might 

find 


b the Moors.- 


find nothing left. He did not content 
himfelf with this, he caus’d all the Wa 

5 fS P° yfon ’ d ’ and having em- 
ploy d all the Peafants, hecaus’d lm? 0 
work upon the Fortifications of the 
Town : He repair’d its Walls, its Bat- 
dements_and Parapets: And having 

SI \ R f. iew to he made of what 
men he had in a condition to fight he 

£ und e “ fiv f ^ oufand ft ™g, whom 
he diftributed into the Towers a^J 

o*er Placet he judg’d cSie”? 
£"** were in this pollute when the 
Vice-rcy drew near the Place and ha 
mg block’d it up on all£, £g^ n ' 
by fending to Summons Sedan to Shr- 
^er otherwift that he .J rn 
all that were in it to the Sword. P 
But the Governour having made 

mightd ° ■» ta 

Pleas d } That the Mercy of God was 

G^h ° hiS F °^ Ces ’ and that ^ af? 
forded him more Confidence than all 

““Threatnmgs gave him Fear. 

M , n § P r P v °k’d at this Refulal 

“ u , sd alJ things to be prepar’d for the 

SS § th l - AfraUk - V* He *t day 

die Moors being mounted to the Sca- 
lade, were there receiv’d and vl<rr> 
roufly repuls’d by the Beleaguer’d, *by 
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means of the great order, with which 
they ran to the * relief of one another 
ligaice. upon occafion. The Attack lafted the 
whole day, wherein the Befiegers loft 
fix hundred Men, and the Befieged on* 
ly fifty feven. But the Moors having 
renew’d the fight the next morning at 
break of day, that they might afford 
the Befieged no refpite it was fo ob- 
ftinate and furious, that the Town 
had like to have been taken at unawares. 
The Moors having already got to the 
top of the Wall, and being ready to 
leap into the Town, when that Salartt , 
who went to all the places that had 
need of his Succours, running thither 
juft in the nick, tumbled them down 
from the top of the Walls, and by this 
means deliver’d Merida , that but for 
him had been now taken; obliging 
the Befiegers to retire with the lofs of 
eight hundred men, whereas he had 
loft but about three hundred. 


The Vigour the Chriftians had exert* 
ed in thefe two Conflicts, did a little 
cool that of the Vice-roy, who refolv’d 
to quarter all his Army round the 
place, and fee if he could not take it by 
Famine. S alar a having perceiv’d his 
Defign, made a very exacft review of 

all 


ty the Moors; 

th u e Town > that ^ might 

£u£kft y &? ow , lon u g Via£i, 
crouid laft. He found there to be feve- 

ral ufelefs Mouths, in Women, Chil- 

dren, and Old Men, that were paft 

bearing of Arms, and yet confum’d the 

Provifions, that began already to di- 

mimfli tho there had been as yet but 

thirty days Siege, and that they had 
laid up great ftores before-hand/ He 
alfofaw it to be impoffible for him to 
hold out much longer, and not being 
urong enough to ftir out of the encfo! 
fure of the Town to fight the Enemies 
he bethought himfelf of employing 
Stratagem, to endeavour to make them 

rai £> the Slt & c ‘ Wherefore he fent 
to Muca, That he was miftak.en, if he 
thought, by Famine, to force him to 
Surrender: that he had ftiU Bread 
enough for above ten years ; and to 
makegood his words, he caus’d a world 

‘ obethrow “ 

This Complement bad like to have 
made Muta fun mad, and he made no 
anfWer to it but by a General Afiaulr 
which lifted a whole day, with <r re at 
vigour on both Tides : for there* fell 
above five hundred Moors , without 
^ 2- reckoning 
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reckoning Captain Aliculeyman, who 
was very much wounded, which ex¬ 
tremely afflidted Mac a. It coft the Be- 
fieged little lefs, who alfo loft in this 
occafion four hundred men. But Much 
having been oblig’d to caufe the Retreat 
to be founded, by reafon of the night, 
the next morning he fent a Trumpeter 
to the Governour, to fignifie to him, 
That he had made an Oath, and fworn 
by the moft high God, that if the Be¬ 
leaguer’d delay’d Surrendring any lon¬ 
ger, they fliould after this, all to no pur- 
pofe implore his Mercy. 

Salaru having ftraitways affembled 
the principal men of the Town, gave 
them in a little time a very exaeft ac¬ 
count of the ftate of the place; and af¬ 
ter having made them apprehend the 
ncceffity they were in of ail things, and 
the little likelihood he faw of being Re¬ 
liev’d , they all agreed to Surrender, 
but upon the moft advantageous Con¬ 
ditions they could get: Infomuch that 
they made him anfwer $ That they 
would willingly put the Place into his 
hands, provided he would fufFer them, 
they, their Wives and Children, with 
their Arms and Baggage, to go to what¬ 
ever City of the Cbrijhans they lhould 

pleafe; 
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thofe that were minded to 
Itay, lhould not recerve any ill treat¬ 
ment, nor be conftrain’d to quit their 

ArSiclef M A U °u • agreein S to ' q aH thefe 
Articles, and having been induc’d to 

th^ rT* iA nd l wear ,n the Name of 
aliph his Mafter, never to ad- 
to the contrary, conceiv’d finch an e- 
fteem of the Bravery and Fidelity of 

r7£^ OV n nOUr ’ - and of his utility to 
take his Precautions, that he took a 

Scimitar of great value he had at his 

Girdle, and himfelf put it on his fide 

faying, That the Valour with which he 

had lav d his People from fo great a 
Danger, merited a thoufand times more 
Honour than he did him. 

Salaru having given him the Keys of 
the Town where the Riffraff only 
ftaid, he took all thofe along with him 
that were minded to follow him, with 
whom he went on Shipboard, to waft 
o re to the neareft Iftands of that Coaft 
that he might not fee the Ruine of his ' • 

Country,and fo flicker Iiimfelf from the 
fervitude * of the Arabians, under which » 

be reduc'd 2 was S 0iri g to S-rvitudJ. 

• T} 16 V L ice * ro 3f Africa, was over¬ 
joy d at the taking'of this great Gtv 

H 3 but 
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but could not flay there long, for 
that there was no fubfiftancetobe got 
out of the Country , that had been 
forfaken by the People, who had all 
taken refuge in the Province, call’d in 
the Spauijb Tongue Caftile, and had left 
this Country defert. For which reafon, 
after having put a Garrifon into the 
Place, he caus’d all his Troops to 
march towards Hifpalis. They were 
not gone far, when that his Scouts 
came to give him notice, that the 
world of People that had taken'refuge 
there, had occafion’d fuch a Contagi¬ 
on, that the mortality was general. 
This News put a full flop to his Ca¬ 
reer that way; and the fear he was in 
of caufing his Army to perilh, made 
him return to Cordoua, to rejoin Tariff, 
who had iignify’d to him, he was al¬ 
ready on his way from Grenada thither. 



CHAP. 


ioq 


ly the Moors. 


CHAP. XIV. 

The Conjunction of the two Gene¬ 
rals, and their entrance into 
Caftile. 


T Hefe two Generals, being return’d 

from their Expedition, after 
having each on his fide acquir'd much 
Honour ; did for a long while hold 
Coiwcil what courfe to take, for the 
nnilhing the afefolute Conqueft of 
Spam; lor which they had receiv’d pre- 
cife orders from Almanzor. During 
that time, the Souldiers being put into 
^ garters, recover’d themfelves 
ot the Hardfhips of that War. The 
Officers repair’d their Equipages, which 
Jo long a march had ruin’d ; and the 
t-ommiffioners not only receiv’d all 
the new Provifions that were come to 


wwi. r» v-WIIIC LU 

them from Africa, but had alfo gather’d 
upon all ftdes, all that was necellary Mltll 


for the Invafion of Caftile, according 
to the refohition they had taken. 

At laft, the two Armies that now 

T T 


Provifion 

Of ail 

things* 


H 4 made 
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made but one Body, being decamp’d 
in the beft. order imaginable, march’d 
fmali days journeys, along a great Ri¬ 
ver, which having its courfe towards 
the Setting Sun, erodes that Province; 
and after, having waih’d the Walls of 
Cordoua, at a great diftance lower 
falls into the Ocean. Thus ftill on 
* pm car- their Right leaving this River *, 
"’rcacer^ which the Chrifiians call Betis , and 
£a, the Arabs , Alguidalquibir ; the firft 
Town they found in their Left was 
Vbeda , whole Inhabitants brought 
them their Keys, as not being in a 
polture of making a Defence. 

Tariff having on pain of Death, 
forbidden any entrance into the Town, 
without Exprefsorder; or in any wife, 
the injuring of People,, that had 
thrown themfelves into his Arms, did 
there only leave one Captain Abencorbas, 
with fome Souldiers, and leifurely 
march’d to another Town, not three 
miles thence, call’d Balle. The Citi¬ 
zens feeing that if they paus’d at fol¬ 
lowing the Example of Vbeda, they 
fliould but Exafperate the Moors, and 
incur their inevitable ruine, without 
any profit; they fent immediately to 
fcefeech this General, to hinder any 

milt 
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mifchief from being done them by his 
oouldiers; and in confideration of that, 
they would not only furrender to him 
but hkewife prefenthim with all forts 
of Victuals and Refrelhments for his 
Troops. 

Tariff very joyfully accepted their 
ofiers, and to manifeft his Clemency 
to them, and the Difeipline he caus’d 
his Army to obferve, having for¬ 
bidden any one foever to enter therein 
without his order, he himfelf, one after 
the other, nominated all thofe he was 
willing ihould accompany him thither 
to the number of five hundred; with 
whom alighting, he took a turn round 
the Town, vifited all the Fortifications, 
and left there a Natural African, call’d 
Mahomet Abencorba, with a pretty 
ftrong Garrifon, for its Prefervation. 

He Raid no longer there than he had 
done at Vbeda, and purfu’d his way 
Northwards, acrofsa vaft pile of Moun- 
tains, that feparate Andaloufia from 
Cajlile, and ftretch from the Mediter¬ 
ranean Sea to the Ocean. Thus having 
travers’d twenty miles, or thereabout! 
they are in breadth, he defcended into 
the Plains de la Manche , which the 

Arabs call the Drj Fields *; where ha- * Fa y eM &x , 

inspanijh 
VI ng Camp/eco- 
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vinggone near fixty miles without meet¬ 
ing with any body, all the People ha¬ 
ving quitted, and being retired into 
the heart of the Country ; he at laft 
difcover’d a Town, which ieem’d very 
beautiful^ to him, and much ftronger 
than all thofe he had yet feen, 'and was 
told that it was Toledo, the Metropolis 
of Caftile, where the Cbrijlian Kings had 
in all times made their abode. Along 
this City pafles the famous River of 
•age, which alfo difembogues into the 
Weflem Sea. And here' it was King 
Rodrigo had caus’d the Enchanted 
Tower to be open’d, whereof I have 
made mention in the beginning of this 
Hiftory. 

Tariff having Encamp’d all his Troops 
in the Neighbourhood, with intention 
to Reftege it, the Chriftiam fent to tell 
him, That they had no thoughts of 
holding out ; and that, provided he 
would fuller them to enjoy peaceably 
what they had, and permit all thofe 
that were fo minded, to go where they 
pleas’d, with their Families , and all 
their Baggage, they would pay him all 
. rt , Obedience, and would be as 
faithful to him, as they had thitherto 
been to their King. 
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This General having expe&ed to 
have met with fpme oppofuiqn in this 
place, was overjoy’d it did pot oblige 
him to any flop j and fwore loleipnly 
in the Name of the Caliph Altuanzof, 
his Matter, for ever to qbferve the 
Conditions, on which they Vopld put 
the Keys of fo great a Town into his 
hands. He would needs alfp, for the 
maintaining it in the ancient Preroga¬ 
tive it had, of bping the Capital City 
of fo great a Kingdom, leave there, as 
Governour, one of his principal Offi¬ 
cers, call’d Mahomet Alenlamin, of the 
City of Damas, with the Quality of 
Vice-roy, and a Garrifon he judg’d con¬ 
venient. 

It is a thing fomewhat aftoniffiing to 
be remark’d, that in near a hundred 
and forty miles march, made by thefe 
two Generals, ftill skirting the Sea of 
the Levant, and drawing Northwards 
they found not one living SoufVtUl*^' 
they came to a Province call’d Arragon, living 
in the midft of which there is a City ^ ou ^* 
calj’d Saragoza, where feveral Chilians 
had. taken refuge, as well as in the 
Mountains next adjoyning, to ffielter 
fhemfelves from the fury of the Mooes. 

This City would needs Hand out m 

Af- 
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Aflault, that was bloody ; after which 
it Surrendred upon very advantageous 
terms. Thus they ftaid there onlythe 
time requifite for the fettling, as Go- 
vernour of all that Province, a Captain 
of great Reputation, born in Arabia 
call’d lfmael Abenhut • and refolved to 
pulh their Arms further, and even 
beyond the Mountains the Chrifiiam 
call the Pyrenees, which feparate 
the Kingdom of Spain from that of 
France . 

They are very rugged and high; 
and the Chriftiam were faid to be re¬ 
tired thither, with a refolution of ma¬ 
king a flout Defence. Nevertheleis 
they advanced there about twenty 
miles, without meeting with any Re. 
fiftance; infomuch that the Generals 
having made reflexion that their Ma- 
fter having only given them order to 
Conquer Spain, and France being a great 
Kingdom, _ wholly different, and wholly 
feparate, it would be exceeding their 
Power, to pufh on their Invafion upon 
it. And feeing their Troops wearied 
with fo long a March, and mueb dimi- 
nifli d by all the Garrifons they had been 
obkgd to leave in the Towns they had 
taken,- they refolvd to go no further. 
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and remitting the Conqueft of France 
nil another time, they thought it more 
convenient to return into CafiiU, to eive 
t&e necefTary orders for theconfervation 
of what they had taken,and the redudi- 
on of what they had flill left to take 


CHAP. XV, 

The March of the two Generals 
towards Valencia and Murtia, 
and their Return to Cordoua. * 

r H E two Generals t aking the 
Field again with their Forces, 
apon their departure from Arravon 
their march towards the Eafi 
ad cohtwued it without any flay, to* 

2 great Plain, in the midft of which 

«r n^ reat . enc los’d with good 

Walls; whence you have a Profpcd 
of the Mediterranean Sea, that is but 
tat four fmall Leagues diftant: All the 
Country adjacentis full of very delight- 
W Gardens, Groves, and a world of 
springs, which form the fineft Land- 
skip imaginable. 


10£ 


and 


Tariff, 
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Tariff, befofe he would begin the 
Siege, thought fitting toftrid to fuini 
ihon the inhabitants to Surrender; as 
all the other Cities of Spain had done* 
in corifideration Of which, he promis’d 
to ftifter ’em to live ifl Peace, according 
to their Law, and to hinder any injury 
frombenig done them. But the Trum¬ 
peter coming near the City-gate, the 
Centinel that was upon the Wall, with¬ 
out hearkning to what he laid aloud, or 
ithpatting it to the Governour; let fly a 
Bullet from a Stone-Bow at him,. by 
Which the Trumpeter perceiving him- 
felf Woiiftded, without flaying any 
longer, came flying to the Camp, ta¬ 
riff being provok’d, at the little regard 
they had for a man that came from him, 

* took this affair, not only for a warit of 
* to hitn, but fob an infraction 
courtciie. of all the Laws of War, atid the Bight 
of Natidfis, and gave order for the 
Attacking the ToWn ori all tides. 

The next day the Governour, call’d 
Agros, having been infotffl’d.of What 
the Centinel had done, Was very much 
lurpriz’d at this milunderftanding, arid 
thought convenient to fend to make 
h'is excufe to Tariff, and ptopofe to him 
at the fame time a Truce for three 

days; 
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days; during which, they Wou’d fee 
to contrive the means of making jtheir 
Capitulation; 

The Envoy of Faience Was kindly 
teceiv d by the General. The Trace 
iras granted, and the Hoftages having 
teen agreed on, • he went out of the 
Town With foil power to treat on 
Bk behalf of theBefieged, and came 
to Tariffs Camp, with whom he a- 
^■eed to deliver him the Town, oa 
Condition, that all the Chrijlians that 
were minded to go thence, might have 
tfie freedom fo to do, with theif 
Wives and Children , and all ‘their 
Goods, to whatever place they Ihould 

fe fe t0 choofe - As aIfo that a Ii 

t&ofe that would flay there, might do 
k without being injur’d in . the leafl. 
Tariff made no difficulty of granting 
fcm all they demanded, and of pro- 
niifing to obferve what he granted in 
the name of Almanzor his Mailer. In 
confideration of which, he made his 
entrance into that Town, and there 
left as Governour one of his Captains, 
a Native of Aralia Fidix, nam’d* 
Abuhaxar Xandalg, whom he plac’d 
there with a numerous Garrifon, to 
curb not only that Town, but the 

whole 
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whole Province depending on it 
After having thus fettled matters 
at Valence , Tariff and Muca, having bent 
their march a little more towards the 
South,, entred the Province, by the 
Spaniards call’d Murtia ; where having 
met with no refiftance, they render’d 
themfelves Mafters of the Capital City, 
that goes by the fame name. Finding 
it foriaken by the Inhabitants, and the 
Country very good, they refolv’d up- 
on fettling there a part of the Souldiers 
of their Army, for the re-peopling it, 
and therein to put as Governour, 
Ahraham Alexandri, by Nation an Afri¬ 
can. Thefe two Armies being by thefe 
means reduc’d to a very fcanty num¬ 
ber, and by leaving fo many upon 
the way, both for Guarding and Popu¬ 
lating all the Towns where .they had 
pals’d, they return’d to Cordoua, to re¬ 
create themfelves after the fatigues of 
this War. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

4 A 

The Order that Tariff left in 

Spam, before his Departure 
thence. 

T HE Governour of Cordoua, 
Abulxacim by name, knowing 
tne coming of the two Generals, went 
out to meet them four Leagues from 
that Town, with all the Foot and Horfe 
m Arms he had, and accompany’d 
them in the Triumphant Entrance thev 
made into that Place. During the 
abode they had occafion to make 
^t° reaver themfe,^ after the 
Hardlhips of fo long and painful a 
War, they applyd themfelves carefully 
to regulate the form of Government 
of the Countries they had Conquer’d. 
But above all things, they judg’d it in 

do wife fafe for them, to fulFer the 
Chnjhans to remain Mafters of fo con- ~ 
liderable a Town as Hifpalis. I have 
noted in the beginning of this Hiftory, 
that the Siege of this Town had .not 
I been 
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been undertaken, for fear of bringing 
the Peftilence into the Army: Where¬ 
fore a trufty man was fent on purpofe 
into thofe parts, to fee how matters 
flood 5 who having brought word back, 
That the Contagion was there more 
rife than ever, and that an infinite 
number of Perfons dy’d of it, it was 
judg’d requifite to leave it ftill alone, 
and that it would be fufficiently de- 
ftroy’d by this Scourge of Heaven, 
without there being any need to infed 
it likewife with that of War. 

One thing on which they found 
themfelves oblig’d to think preferable 
to all others, was to recompence Count 
Julian , for the great Services he had 
done to Valid\ They had promis’d 
him to caufe his Caftle of Algefirees to 
* mm, be * Rebuilt, and to Repair and Re- 
Repara-. eftablifh his other Lands and Lord- 
non ‘ fliips, that had been ruin’d by the 
paflage he had given through them, to 
all the Forces that came out of Africa 
into Spain. Jnfomuch that they caus’d 
great fumms of Money to be given 
him, and granted great Franchizes and 
Priviledges to all his Relations and 
Followers. Whereupon he took his 
leave of them, to repair home to fet 

all 
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all things again to Rights, and injoy, if 
he cou d, the Sweets of the Revenge he 
had taken of D. Rodrigo. 

111 goodearneft 

to confider of regulating and policyine 
their new Kingdom, and of re-popula- 
ting that great Country that was be- 
comeaDefert, by the flight of dll the 
Inhabitants. Wherefore feeing that 
the Moors they had left in Garrifon in 
the Cities and Burroughs where they 
had pafsd, had no Wives, tho they 
weteall very Young, and that it was 
impoffible to furnilh them with 
mough from Africa, whence their Fa¬ 
thers and Mothers would never con- 
lent m fuffer them to depart; they 
causd Proclamation to be made by 
found of Trumpet, throughout all 
That all the Chriftian Women 
and Maidens, as well of the ancient 
Inhabitants, as of whatever Nation 
they were, that were willing to be 
Converted, and Marry themfelves to 
the Conquerours, ihould enjoy the 
lame Priviledges and Prerogatives which 
they enjoy’d before They caus’d at 
the lame time, another Declaration 
to be Publilhed in favour of the 
vrentlemen, to whom they offer'd 

^ 4 the 
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the Dividend of the Conquer’d 
Lands. 

This Publication in a fhort time, 
either out of fear or intereft, caus’d an 
infinite number of Chriflians to change 
their Religion, and the Women and 
Maidens to refolve upon matching 
themfelves with the Moors. At that 
time was it that the Arch-bifliop of 
Oppas, who had been General of Ro¬ 
drigo’s Army, that Tariff had beaten 
and taken Prifoner in the fecond Battel, 
that had been fought near the River 
Guadalete , as I have faid ; and the 
Arch-bilhop Torifo, a very near Rela¬ 
tion of that Unhappy King, abjur’d 
* mhic their Faith to * comply with tariff and 
Perfwafi. Muca. Thefe two new Moors , to 
«*■ manifeR their Zeal, and acquire ftill 
more credit than they had with the 
Generals, reprefented to them, that 
to hinder the Chriflians from revolting 
for the future, or retrieving Courage 
with time, it was expedient through¬ 
ly to clear all the Mountains on the 
Left Hand of An agon, in Spanijb call’d 
Bffcaye , and the Afiuries ; where they 
gave them notice that feveral Perfons 
of great Quality had made their Re¬ 
treat with a great number of Souldiers; 

nay, 
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nay, and that there was at the head of 
them fuch Perfons as were Princes of 
the Blood of Spain, and D. Rodrigo’s 
near Relations; without which their 
Conqueft would never be fecure. 
r T £ 1S ad vice jump’d wholly with 
Tariffs fence, who gave immediate 
order to a W, a very good Officer, 
Abraham le Sujari by name, to take 
fix thouland men of the Forces he had 
by him , and likewife to draw as ma¬ 
ny as he ffiould need out of theGarri- 
fons of Cajlile, and to march with the 
WC*Renegado-Arch-bi 1 hops , into the 
afore-mention'd Mountains. 

At that time a Young Prince, a Kinf- 
man of the K. D. Rodrigo, call’d Pelage 
was retir’d thither with a good number 
ol refolute men, that were willing to 
follow his Fortune; and as he was 
“?ve, and pretended to the Crown, 
all the Chriflians that had taking refuge 
m the Mountains, had elected him ' 

King ; and certainly he made himfelf 
appear to be very worthy of that Su- 
pream Dignity. 

, General Abraham being come near , 
fa Aujhtries, and encamp’d in a place 2 ft 
call d Cangas by the Chriflians , and s P an 'ff 
which the Moors fince nam’d the 

I 3 ■ rf 
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of War, thought convenient to fend the 
two Arch-bilhops to him,* having 
brought them along with him, that fo 
being his Relations and Friends* they 
might the more eafily perfwade him 
to defift from the Temerity of his 
Ehterprize; with orders to offer him 
fuch Prefents, and propofe fuch advan¬ 
tages to him, as they Ihould judge con¬ 
venient, as well as to all the Chriflians 
that Ihould be with him. Whereupon 
thefe Arch-bilhops being come into the 
Country, and offering to make this 
Propofal to Pelage, he was fo provok’d 
at them, that he had them feiz’d on, 
and both thrown from off the top of 
a Rock, into a River that was at the 
bottom. And as he had firft been in¬ 
form’d by them of the Scituation of 
Abrahams Camp, and the number of 
his Forces, he aflembled what men he 
had, and went to attack them that 
very fame Night: And after having 
defeated the greateft part of the Moors, 
he return’d into the heart of the Moun¬ 
tains without any lofs. Abraham not 
expecting this at all, and not feeing 
the return of the two Renegadoes he 
had brought along with him, fancy’d 
they had betray’d him j and with die 

few 
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few men he had left, without making 
any longer flay, he return’d with all 
expedition to Toledo, where hedy’d of 
Grief. 

Tariff was very much troubled at 
this bad event; but having not then Sadnefi - 
Troops fufficient in one Body to go 
force the Ajluries, he contented him-, 
felf with leading upon the frontier the 
moft men he could, that fo he might 
hinder the Chriflians of the Mountains, 
from coming to make Inroads iipon 
the Moors. Then he refolv’d upon 
fencing to Almanzor, his Matter, a very 
exattt Relation of all he had thitherto 
done, with the ftate of all things in 
Spain, and to ask what was hisPleafure 
to have further done for his Service. 

As he was finilhing his Difpatches, he 
had a Letter brought him from Pelage • 
which Tranflated out of Spanijb into 
Aralick, is as follows. 
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A LETTER, 

King Pelage, to General Tariff 
Abenziet. 

T H E King T>. Pelage, Lawful 
Heir, Succeffour in a Right Line 
of the Kingdom of Spain, ly the death 
of the King D. Rodrigo, whofe Jins may 
God pardon, they being, doubt left, the 
caufe of his ruine, and my misfortune ; 
to the Valiant and Renowned Captain 
Tariff Abenziet, Cherifh’d and Efteemb 
ly the Caliph Almanzor, his Mafler• 
Greeting. Lbo I am as great a finner k 
any other, and that I have nothing good 
lut the confidence I put in the mercy of 
God ; I am willing to make known to thee, 
that- in thy name came two. Envoys , who 
being my Relations, ought not to have 
come to me, fince they were Traytorsto 
their Country, I thought my felf obligl 
to punifb them, as I have done-, and was 
Content to fignife to thee at the fame time, 
that tho thou haft very unjuft ly , and by 
the force of thy^Arms, feiz’d on a King¬ 
dom that appertains to me j neverthelefs, 
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/ hope, with the help of God, to regain 
it in fpight of thee. But if it be not 
his wdl\ I lefeech him to give me the 
Force and Courage to dye , / and mine ,, 
for the Jufiice of my Caufe , and for the 
Truth of our Faith, rather than to groan 
under the Cruel Took that thou wouldfi 
impofe upon us; lefeeching him daily to 
give affairs that current as 1 defire . 

From the Afiuries of Oviedo *, the* This 
^th of July, of the JEra of Cafan P ate 

? jumps 
with the 
yearly 

Tariff Abenziet upon reading Pelage’s iff 
Letter, had more joy to hear of Ro¬ 
drigo’s Death, which was the thing he 
had the mofl defire to know, than un- 
eafinels for all the reft. Wherefore he 
made an end of writing Almanzor the 
following Letter. 
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A LETTER. 

General Tariff Abenziet, to Ca¬ 
liph Valid Almanzor, Empe* 
rour of the Moors. 

P Ratfe le ■ given to the Soveraign 
God, to whom alone is due Sacrifice 
and Prayer; and afterwards to the mofi 
High and mofi Illufirious Caliph, and 
■ Emperour of the Moors, his Vicar, 
the Buckler of God, and Defender of his 
Law , the mofi Nohle Caliph Valid Al- 
manzor; whofe good Defigns may God 
bring about, to the Happ'inefs and Tran¬ 
quillity of all his Subjells, as is wifh'd 
ly Tariff Abenziet, General of his Ar¬ 
mies ; one of his leafi, hut mofi Faithful 
Servants. 

Spain is alfolutely conquer d and rangd 
under ycur Obedience ; all the Nations 
•Dims, have r€ce ™d the * Yoak as far as their 
Yoai. mighty high Mountains, ly the Spaniards 
called the Pirenees, which parts their 
Kingdom from # that of France. And 
there is nothing more to conquer in all 
that vajl extent of Land, but a fmall 

corner 
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corner of Earth, amid very rugged Moun¬ 
tains, where fame Chriftians have taken 
refuge, that is of no great confideration, 
and a very great and Populous Town, 
called Hifpalis, upon the Coafts of the 
fpeat Sea, for fear of introducing among 
your forces the Pejlilence that rages in 
that place. I have refiord to Count 

Julian all bis Lands, as you promts d 
him, Ifalute your Grandeur, and the 
Felicity of fo many great Jucceff'es. In 
the midfi of a great Province called 
Andaloufia, is a very populous Town, 
where the King D. Rodrigo commonly had 
his Refidence • whofe Heath I have been 
lately inform’d of ly one of his Relations z 
I have fettled there as Fice-roy, with 
your good liking, the Perfon of Abulcacim 
Adilbar ,your faithful Servant : Phis City 
being proper to ferve as Metropolis to the 
whole Kingdom • which I make known to 
your Celcitude, that you may order him as 
you fhall pleafe, for your fervice. 

Muca, the Fice-roy of Africa, has 
rendred great fervices in this Expedition, 
where he was fever al times in danger of 
lofing his Life ; infomuch that he, doubt - 
lefs, merits a great Reward, and hopes it 
from your Goodnefs and Magnificence. 
May God heap his llejfings daily upon you. 

From 
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From CorJoua, the 2,3 day of the 
Moon Rageb, the year of the He 
gtra 94. 

All the Anlwer Almanzor made to 
this Letter, was, That Tariff ftould 
come himfelftohim into Arabia,to give 
him an account of the particulars of 
the Conqueft; ordering Muca to return 
into his Government of Africa $ and 
fending Adillar Letters Patents, as 
Vice-roy of all the Kingdom of Spain 
ordering all the particular Governours 
that had been left in the Towns, to 
whom he had fent Commiffions, to 
obey him in all things. 

Thefe two great Captainshaving r& 
ceiv d this order, pafs’d both into Africa 
immediately after, whence Tariff went 
into Arabia, while Muca remain’d in his 
Government. 


hy the Moors.' 
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C H A P. XVU 

Pelage takes the City of Gixa 
froTti the Moors, and bums it, 

C In f had once vanquifh’d 

O the Moors he did not doubt but 
4at he could defend himfelf in his 
Mountains, All the Chrifiians of the 
Neighbouring Provinces repair’d to him 
after this Vi&ory, flattering themfelves 
with the “hopes he might one day re- 
tore them to their Liberty. Till then 
they did not believe there to have been 
any place in all Spain , where they could 
Mter themfelves from the fury of thofe 
Conquerors, for as they had not any 
Retreat where they could be in fafety, ■ 
mey fufler d themfelves to be put into 

[ e f rs ‘ ® ut tfle young People, that 
had no Wives, aud were mofl proper 
for Warfare, began to make their 
Efcapes, by little and little, out of the 
Moors hands; and fteal away by night 
into the Mountains, where Pelage had 
his abode, fo to put themfelves under 
4 his 
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his Protection. Infomuch that in a 
fbort time there was a pretty confide- 
rable Body of an Army aflcmbled. 
Wherefore feeing that General Abraham 
was Retreated into Cafiile, herefolv’d 
to make ibme attempt as might accrue 
to the Credit of his Party. 

With this Defign, he drew together 
the moft men he could, and made up 
a body oi fix thoufand men, with whom 
he came to a fmall City, call’d Gixa by 
the Spaniards, and by the Arabs af|er 
they had taken it, Takla. Wherefore 
having block’d it up with this final! 
Army, few Moors were there that 
expeded to be beleaguer’d by Pelage, 
whom they did not think fb hardy as 
to budge out of the Tenure where he 
had hold. Neverthelels they flood out 
fo obftinately with the Captain that 
commanded in the Place, that they 
ail dy’d bravely fighting, refufing to 
liften to any Capitulation. 

Pelage much fatisfy’d with this final! 
Conqueft, caus’d it . to be fortify’d, 
left: there as Govemour one of his Cap¬ 
tains, call’d Manuzes, and retired with 
his men into the heart of the Mountain, 
which the Cbriftians in their Tongue 
call Oviedo. Tariff was much affiCted 
* at 


at this bad fuecefs: He then perceiv’d 
that the Renegado- Bifhops had well ad- 
vis d him, when they would have in¬ 
due d him to have render’d himfelf 
matter of that nook of Landwhere¬ 
fore f imagining that feme mifehief 
would comeon’tj after having given 
order to the Troops tha t were in thofe 
parts to be ready, and fent word to 
Mahomet Abenramin , Governour of 
Toledo, to draw the moft he could 
together. He alfo fent him Troops 
from him, under one of his Captains, 
call d Abenhamza ; who carry’d him an 
order to attack Pelage. All their 
Troops being aflembled, were found to 
make up a Body of twelve thoufand 
good men, with whom Abenramin 
bent his march towards the North. 

Pelage making no doubt of getting the 
advantage this fecond time as he had 
done the former, refolv’d upon waiting 
die coming of the Enemy in that Town 
be had newly conquer’d, with about 
Soso men he then had with him. 

. While he was preparing to go re¬ 
ceive the Moors there, a Chrijlian Re¬ 
negado gave him notice that hisCap- 
ain Manuzes, had made an offer to 
Tariff of delivering up to him that 

little 
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little City; nay, and to feize on his 
Perfbn. Pelage could not doubt of the 
truth of what he told him, when he 
had Ihew’d him a Letter he carry’d 
from that General to Mamzes, where¬ 
in was the whole train of theConfpi- 
racy minuted againft him. He high¬ 
ly entertain’d the Renegado ; and after 
having made him a world of Prefents, 
he defired him, fince he exprels d fo 
much defire to ferve his Country, to 
return to the Moors Camp, to tell 
Alenrttmin that it was not yet time for 
him to advance, Pelage not being yet 
arriv’d in the Town with all his 
Forces. 

The Renegado having accepted this 
Commiflionj made that forged anfwer 
to Alenramm, who was very glad at 
it, and lent him forthwith back to 
Gixa, to ftay till the Prince was there 
arriv’d, and to bring him immediate 
word. Buf inftead of going thither, 
he went to the Chriftians Camp. 
Pelage not lofing time, march’d all the 
flight; and being acquainted with the 
Country, he arriv’d at the Camp of 
the Moors , without they having the 
leaft inckling of him, and attack’d 
them with fo much vigour, that he 

, kill’d 
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kill’d a very great number of them . 
and put aU the reft to flight; obliging 

Mordtr t0 Retreat in gw* 

In this Attack the Moors loft two 
thoufand men and the Chriftians 
about eight hundred. But Pelade 
ieanng to mgage too far in the Battel 
mhAienramtn, who had double the 
number of his men ; and who, after ha¬ 
ving rally’d his Souldiers that had been 

taken unprovided, might furround him; 

ne made a hafty retreat to the Town 
ol Gtxa; where as foon as he was en- ' 
fred, heeausd the Tray tor Mamzes to' 
be hang d, and his Body burnt. Then 
tor fear the Moors might take that 
Town again , after having turn’d out 
Jilts Inhabitants, he fet’fire to.V and 
Retreated into the Mountains to de¬ 
fend their entrance againft the Moors ,, 

by whom he was under fear of being 
purfiid. - . & 


And indeed Alenramin follow’d Pe- 
%e at the heels; lb as that he arriv’d 
it Gixa before the fire was quite extin- 
Whereupon having crofs’d it 
without making any ftay, that he 
might endeavour to overtake Pelage , 
he found him polled at the fame Place 
K where 
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’ where General Alraham was defeate3. 
He found thisPoft too difficult to force, 
that he durft not undertake it, for fear 
of not fucceeding; and contenting 
himfelf with garmfhing well that fron¬ 
tier, he bent his march back to Toledo 
with all his Army, being alham’d at 
his having perform’d fo little in this 
Expedition. He fignify’d to Tariff all 
that had pals’d, while he expedted his 
orders, which he defiredhe would fend 
him; and this General fignify’d to him 
to feparate his Troops, and remain in 
his Government till farther order 
This caus’d Alenramin »to difmiis his 
Army, and feek to recreate himfelf 
after the fatigues of. this War. , 


* . 

CHAP. 



chap. xvm .. 

The Unhappy end of Count Julian’ 
% ** Countefs his Wife, and 
j Florinds his Daughter. 

C ° t lTJ ulia Z > vin g taken leave of 
tht MooriJb Generals, as has been 
nid in the former Chapter, afTembled all 
his Adherents, as well Relations, as thofe 
that had follow^ his Fortune; and feeing 

herT^nr 100 ^ Al ^res,md his 
ther Lands were m,he went to fettle him¬ 
felf m a very pleafant place, that is 

w n rS^ aC \° f o the Mediterranean 
Sea, call d by tins Spaniards VillaVitio - 

K; from whence he could give the 
orders neceffiry for the reparation of 
aU his Houfes and the adminiftration 
of thevaft Eftate he had. As foon as 
he was there arriv’d, he fent to his 

Th fe a " d , Dati § hter to come to him. ' 
They had ever made their abode Tt 

wS W hJT t[ng the eVen£ of this 

War ; but feeing it terminated, they 
iail d not to repair immediately to him. 

K a T hi 
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The Count and Countefs were over¬ 
joy’d to fee one another again, after fo 

* Aifinc, Jong a feparation * ; only Florinda 

AMence. ftHl melancholly, whatever 

Care/les were made her by her Father 
■ . and Mother, and whatever care they 

both took for her Diverfion. She had' 
ever before her Eyes the ruine of her 

* Aificir. Country , the deftru&ion * of the 
DeftruSi* chriftiatss ; the Death, Servitude, or 
° " at ieaft, the Mifery of fo many Milli¬ 
ons of men ; and when (he call’d to 
mind that fhe was the occafion of fo 
many evils, llie Mas not capable of 
any joy: Above all, what gave her 
moll anxiety, was to fee her felf dif- 
honour’d, and without hopes of ever 
feeing her felf in the Rank and Efta- 
bliihment fhe might have expedted 
according to her condition. All this 
fo Topfy-turvyd her mind, that it 
the long-run, either through the 'miti¬ 
gation of the Devil, or through a 
black vapour that offufcated her Brain j 

Mum*, hie mounted to the top of a Tower, 
Defpair. where fhutting the Door after her, for 
fear of being hinder’d from Executing 
what fhe had refolv’d on; fhe entreat¬ 
ed a. Governant to go feek her Father 
and Mother, with whom fhe had a 

mind 
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mind to fpeak. And as loon as they 
were come, Ihe began to fpeak to 
them from the top of the Tower, as a 
Perfon that had abfolutely loft her 
fenfes; telling them, that lo unfortu¬ 
nate a Maid as Ihe did not deferve to 
hve, principally being the.caufe of fo 
great a Deflation*, as that of all •Alfa*, 
cpam; and continuing fuch like Dif- De/imai- 
courfes ; My Father and Mother, crv’d ° n " 

Ihe to them, Henceforward in memory 
of my misfortune, let not this City any 
longer he call'd Villa Vitiofa, hut Mala- 
ca; for now the wortt F erf on that ever 
was, is going to dye. 

Nqfooner had Ihe utter-d thefe laft 
words, but that without hearing or 
Father or Mother, oranyofthofe that 
were there, and without yielding to 
the Remonftrances they made her, 

Ihe threw herfelf from off the top of 
Towerand having batter’d her 
felf in falling, Ihe only liv’d three days. 

Her Mother Iwoon’d away at this 
Spectacle, and Count Julian laid fo 
to heart the misfortune of a Maiden 
for whom he had had fo much kindnefs, 
that his imagination remaining wound¬ 
ed thereby, he thought it to be a *Hichi, 

■■ Punilhment of GodAnd perhaps it Pumft - 

K 3 was 
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wasfo, and that this befell him for his 
fins. For the Leaf of the Tree makes 
not any motion in the Air ; and the 
Ant takes not a ftep upon the Earth 
* ida, the but by his order*. Thus this Imagi- 
nation made him lofe his fenfes, and 
become mad. to that degree, that he 
himfelf Stabb’d aPonyard into his own 
Breaft. In a little time alfo after his 
Death, the Countels his Wife fell fick 
*iC tram, ot a Cancer*; and after having under* 
? Cancer, gone inconceivable pains,Ihe dy’d at laft 
of a Natural, but a very grievous 
Death. 

As they left no Legitimate Children, 
Almanzor took Pofleffion of his Lord* 
fhips, and Re-united them to the 
Crown of Spain. This Death prov’d 
a great fcandal, both among the Chrifti • 
ans and Moors ; and that Town is call’d 
Malaca, on occafion of the laft words 
Florinda utter’d at her dying, when Ihe 
threw her felf-ofF from the top of the 
Tower. The Spaniands fay Malaga in 
lieu of Malaca i and this word is made 
of .the two fhe was heard to utter at 
her Death; for fhe faid. Let this Town 
be no longer call’d by its ancient name, 
but let it be call’d Malaca , faid lhe, 
that is to fey Wicked; becaufe in it 

this 
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dhis Day dyes the moft Wicked 
Creature in the World. 

The Arals call this Florinda, as alfo 
la Cava, which fignifies Wicked ; and 
certain it is, that tho this Count had 
ferv’d Almanzor with great Fidelity 
yet was he a Traytor to his King and 
Country. For which reafon, Wife and 
Vertuous Men ought to have a care of 
thofe fort of People that are ever co¬ 
ver’d with Infamy*, and that were wh¬ 
oever feen to come to a good end, but Infamous* 
like to that of this Count, and of all Pcople - 
his Adherents. 


* 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


i 


Muca being vex'd that Alman- 
zor did not fend for him 
well as Tariff, difpatches his 
Brother to him with the Defcrip 
„ tion of all Spain. 

M Vca was very much vex’d that 
he had not been fent for to 
Court as well as Tariff, and would 
willingly have been prefentat the Re¬ 
lation that Captain was to make to 
Almanzor, of the particulars of all 
that War, and of the Rate he had left 
all things in, in Spain ; fearing that 
in giving the Account all alone, he 
would attribute the whole Glory to 
himfelf He fancy’d he had done him 
feme ill Office in the Letter he had 
written to their Monarch, fince he did 
him not the Honour to defire to fee 
hinij no more than if he had not had 
the leaftfhare in the Conqueft they had 
made together; wherein Muca was very 

much 


■ 
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much deceiv'd; for Tariff fpoke of him 
as his Friend, as well in hisabfenceas 
his prefence; and he fince found it 
plainly by the Letter, whole Tenour 
I am going to infert. 

He fancy’d he had render’d as great 
Services as Tariff, and that he had not 
only had all the Principal Diredicn, 
but that he had ferved in his own Per- 
fon, and expos’d his Life to a thoufand 
Dangers. Neverthelefs, he plainly faw 
that it might befall him, what com¬ 
monly befalls thole that are diftanc’d 
from the Court ,- and that, inftead of 
receiving a Recompence * proportiona-» f 
ble to his Services, he might, per-Ra¬ 
diance, be put out of his Matters Ja- p*™*- 
rour. " 

Labouring under this anxiety, he 
knew not what courfe to take ; for to 
leave his Government, and repair t© 

Court without Permiffion, that could 
not be j to flay, and not go thither, 
was a hazarding his Fortune, and an 
expofing himfelf to all the lalhes of 
Envy and Jealoufie. At length, ha- 
uing unbofom’d his Heart to fome of 
his Friends, they found a medium be¬ 
twixt thefe two Parties, which was, to 
fend his Brother Jfmael to Court, under 

colour 
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colour ofcarryingthe Caliph a Defcripti. 
on * of the Land theyliad fubdu’d, and 
o£r*®a ftate of all things that concern’d the 
War. But indeed there to value and 
improve his Services, and fathom if the 
Emperor did him Juftice. Now thefe 
are the terms of his Letter, in form of 
Relation. 

A Letter from Muca, Vice-roy 
of Africa, to Caliph Alma,v 
Zpr, Emperour of the Ara¬ 
bians. 

P Raife be firft given to God, the Sove- 
raignCreator of,all things,. Amen; and 
then to the moft high and moft Jlluftrious 
Caliph, the Buckler of God, the Defender 
ef his Law, and Emperour of the Arabi¬ 
ans, the Emir Mumenin Almanzor; 
to whom God give a long and happy Life, 

' and a flourijhing and quiet Reign ; as is 
voijl?d him by the leaft, but the moft Faith¬ 
ful of his Subjells, Muca, Vice-roy ef 
his Realm of Africa .• Who makes known 
to Tou, as he is thereunto olligd, that 
moft of thofe that inhabit them, are hap¬ 
py er than ever they were-, being return’d 
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Rich with the Spoils they have brought 
from Spain; as mud, doubtlefs, have been 
told you, by one of your moft Valiant Cap- 
ttms and Loyal SubjellsfTarifC Abenziet; 
who Expos’d his Life a Thoufand times 
for the augmentation ef your Crown, in 
this Conqueft. This lean better teftify 
than any Body , having been in moft 
Jdicns with him, as I thought it my 
Duty. I did not content my felf with 
froviding the two Armies by Land and 
Sta, with what was neceffary for them *, *TuU ot¬ 
to take all the trouble of them, and be at 
sllthe Charges ; the zeal I have ever for au!° n ° 
)our Serviceynademe pafsover thitherwith 
0third Army: And fince 1 entred into 
that Country, which is a Peninfula in 
rtfpell of us, I have carefully obferv’d 
oil I have feen, and took a very exalt 
Information, as well of the Chriftians, 

«the Renegadoes of that Country; of its 
SSituation, and of the manner of living 
$ its, Inhabitants. I thought you would 
yardon me the freedom offending a Rela¬ 
tion of it a little long, but true. 


The 
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The Relation. 

irtifth * I ^ Scituated under the 

Climate. X Elevation of the Artiste Pole, 
from the Thirtieth to the Fiftieth 
Degree, on the North of thofe King¬ 
doms of Africa, that are under my 
Government; and which are fevered 
from it partly by the Mediterranetn 
Sea, arid partly by- the great Ocean. 

/ All this Country that we have Con- 
/ quer’d, contains about Eighteen Hun¬ 
dred Miles in Circumference; and 
ftretches out into a Length, reprefent- 
ingthe Figure of an Animal. The 
Climate is exempt from bad Vapours; 
theAir is there everSerene and refrefh’d 
by the Winds, which occafions the 
People to be longLiv’d and veryHealth- 
fill; the Plains are water’d with anlnfini- 
ty of Springs that fall from the Rocfa, 
whole Water is very fubtile and well 
tailed. All thefe Waters collected 
from fpace to fpace, from NobleRiven, 
the moft of which have their Courfe 
towards th&Wefi, and fo go and difem- 
bogue themfelves into the Ocean, tho 
there are fome that fall into the Medi¬ 
terranean Sea,- and all of them furniih 
the People with a World of Fifh of a 

very 
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very good Tafte, and not UnhealthfuL 
We fee no Serpents there, nor any 
Wild Beafts; there are no Leopards 
nor Lyons, Ounces or Griffins : And 
when any of thofe Creatures have been 
iometimes brought thither from other 
Countries, they could not live. This 
occafions the Country to be very Po¬ 
pulous, and that there are neither 
Lands nor Mountains altogether uninha- * ntu, 
bated *. Befides this, there are all forts 
of Fruits, as well in Winter as Sum¬ 
mer; there being fo many Trees in the 
Gardens, that they feem to be Forrefts, 
and fuch Delicious Places, as feem to 
be a Terreftial Paradice. In Summer, 
there is a vaft abundance of ail fort of 
Meat, by means of the great abun¬ 
dance of Paflurages'; where an infini¬ 
ty of Cartel is ever found, and a great 
quantity of all forts of Wild and Tame 
Birds, that even come to Winter there 
from feveral Countries, as one more 
Temperate. 

The People, as well Men as Women, 
are of a; middle ftature *; and the Cities 
obferve an Excellent Policy. The In- Difcmi- 
habitants are all Cloath’d in very Fine on - 
Woollen, are naturally Wife,' and being 
addicted to War, they are curious of 

Horfes, 
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Horfes, and have fuch as are vef 
Vigorous. The Soyi produces gooi 
Bread and excellent Wine, and fo great 
a quantity of Oyl, that there is ra¬ 
ther too much than too little. There 
grows all forts of Herbs and Pulfe j 
and particularly, all Simples as are 
needful in Phyfick. They gather there 
Silk and Linnen in abundance, of 
which they make very fine Stuffi, 
There are Mines of Silver, of Copper, 
of Lead, of Iron, and Quick-filver: 
For as for Gold, I have not heard there 
was any. As there are many different 
Nations, there are alfo feveral forts 
of Tongues, that have not any Relati¬ 
on with ours. 

•Tahcim, This Peninfula confines upon France 

Divided, on the North , and is * feparated thence 
by very high and very rugged Moun- 
tains, by them call’d the Pyrenees. 
We pafs’d them. Tariff and I, in the 
Head of your Armies ; but we 
thought that it became us not to un¬ 
dertake the Conqueft of another 
Kingdom than that of Spain, without 1 
your Permiffion : After having entred 
pretty far into the Country, we Re¬ 
tired again, without having loft any 
of our Men. 

/ 
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I end ht telling you. That this Country 
it full of all forts of Riches, an J that there 
is wherewithal to live verypleafantly, and 
with all forts of Conveniences : Congrats* 
ktingyou for fo many, and fuch happy fuc- 
crffes, which I only irform you of in the 
Bulk , leaving the particulars /o Tariff 
who will give you an Account of all that 
is not in this Letter ; relieve me in the 
faults I have therein committed, and with 
ymr Celcitudes leave, will here find affu- 
rances of my Friendjhip ; praying God that 
be would affijl yon in all things with his 
Grace. 

From the Palace of Morocco in Africa, 
the 3 d of the Moon Dulquefita*,* This is 
the Year 94. i»the 

. month of 

Ifinael with this his Brothers difpatch, fathe**’ 
being Shipp’d in a very light Barque, 7151 
for the making the mom hafte; in aLoSu 
little time arriv’d in Araiid, and pre- 
fenled his Letter to AJmanzor : This 
peat Prince, tho fuffidently inform’d 
of all thole Affairs of Spain y did never- 
thelefc exprefs much joy at his recei¬ 
ving Teftimonies of the care Muca 
took of all things that related to his 
Service; and to mew the value he had 

for 
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for ton, he commanded his Brother to 
flay with him until farther order. 

> . Ifmael fent immediately a Courier to 
to Brother, to dignify to him the 
manner of his Reception. 

. This was a great Confolation to 
Moca ,'he taking the order the Empe- 
i=oor had given his Brother to attend 
upon his Perfon, as a good Augure, 
This Mighty Prince having aflembled 
the Principal Lords of his Empire, 
and conferr’d with.them, and partial 
larly with Tariff, upon all matters; 
the Refult of this Council Was to fend 
Ifmael, as Ambafladour, to the King of 
Thunis, to condole with him the Death 
of the Prince-to Son, thank him for 
the Succours he had given ton in that 
War, that had more thin a little con¬ 
tributed to thejQpnjjpeft yoLSpain ; and 
_ to demand in Carriage to Daughter, 

. [ e&XtdQmakqi^&c Abilgualitl Album, 
his Eldeft Sor^gnd Heir'to all his King' 

doms- ; . c:i' Vu'- f 

' hdfaul, veryjwell fatisfied with beiu^g 
chofen for fqjNlobie an Employ, de 
parted with ah ^Magnificent Equipage; 
a very Noble Train* and a great num¬ 
ber of Martial Men, as well for his 
Guard as for the Dignity of his Eni- 

bafly, 
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bally. He was very welcome at Thu- 
nis, and had immediate Audience of 
•Mahomet-, to whom he gave the Caliph’s 
. his Walters Letter, and the Prefents 
he had brought. He was highly en¬ 
tertain d by that Prince ; who having 
agreed to the Propofal, and having 
Etamind it with the Principal of his 
Louncn, this Match was found.advan- 
tageous for the State, and fuitable 
for the Pnncefs Omahair ; and for this 
reafon, he with all Expedition difpatch’d 
away Ifmael with an Anfwer as fa¬ 
vourable as the Valid could defire it ; 

f it iseafy to fee by the Letter and 
Amwer. ♦ 


A Letter from Valid, to. the 
King of Thunis. 

Praife be to Ged, Amen. 

T H E mojl High, and mofi Puijfant 
Caliph Valid Almanzor, Empe- 
rrn of the Arabians, to the mofl Wife, 
md mofl Potent Kingof the Moors, Grand 
Wictar,Warriour, Martial, and Defender 
if the Law ofGod, MahometGilhair,6/wr* 
with all fort of Tendernefs and Ami- 

* ty. 
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tj. 1 dm under great Obligations cfimi 
parting to you th? happy Event of the 
Enter prize I male upon' the Kingdom <tf, 
Spain, finjce you had fi great a Jhare 
therein, by the Succours you gave me fir 
the Conquering of it. But the Death of 
* Gtvm, Prince Gilhair your Son % has much din 
diSy* - the joy I fhould have had; and 

Grief. I have only to reprefint to you on this 
Occafion > that fince it has pleas J Defii • 
ny % or rather the Providence of our 
ata Great God, fo to ordain by one of his 
Decrees, conceiv'd from the knowledge of 
men, and referv d to his Eternal Science'. 
There is only Suffering with Patience the 
Evils be fends us? and praife him in the 
mean while for the Benefits we daily re v 
ceivefrom him. For which reafon I Jhall 
fay ho mre toyou upm. tb r effing fit is-, 
fied with fhewing you how. much I interejl 
my fetf * n dU that concerns you 3 through 
the peculiar Efteem I have cf your Virtue, 
through the acknowledgment f ought to 
have of all the Benefits I have receiv'd 
from you, and the Amity you have ever 
had for me, as your Good Relation : And 
through a thoufiand other Reafons, which 
Ifoiael the Bearer of this Letter will tell 
you ; whom I defire you to afford entire 
Credence, as to the Propofils he Jhall 

make 
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mkeyeu in my Name, that I Jhall reckon 
rnyfelf happy, can they hut Succeed as 
veil <*s all your Defigns ; for which I pray 
God with all my Heart. J 

From our Palace of Carlal * the*-nr - 
4*h. of the Moon of Baleth, the in the* “ 
id', day of the Year qa. month of 

y April. , in 

■ , the Year 

. The King of Thuniss Anfwer. our Lord. 

Praife be to God the Creator of 
all things $ to whom alone is due 
Sacrifice and Prayer. 

T H , E Generous £*»& the Moors, 
j the Ex alter of the Law of God, 
and Extirper of hit Enemies, Maho¬ 
met Gilhair; to themoff Honour'd, mojl 
Nolle, mojl Wife, mofi Prudent ,, and 
moft Potent Emperour of the Arabians, 
valid Almanzor; to ivhom the Great 
God give a Long and Happy ‘Life, as well 
as to, all his Servants : Health. / am 
obligd to you for imparting to me the 
happy fuccefs of the Ccnquejl of Spain, 
which has afforded great joy ; and f ill 
more at the Propofal that has been made 
L a 
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me in your name , according to the Creden¬ 
tials you fent me « To which I have no 
other anfwer to make 9 but that I (hall 
ejleemmy felf very Happy , .that all you 
exprefs your felf defirous of be treated 
and accomplijtid in fuch manner as you 
(hall pleafe to o r der\ as a thing that ah - 
folutdy depends on you. / pray God to 
take you into his keeping. 

h * sis From our Palace Royal of Thunis 
thof . fhe llth of the Moon of Ragel , 
, in in the year 9 5. 


* This is 
in the 
month of 

in 

the year 


7 i 6 orour T r 1 1.1 

Lord Ifnael was very much pleas’d to 

carry back fo favourable an Anfwer as 
this into Afahia, where he had a kind 
Reception made him by Alntanzor and 
all his Court. The happy iilue of this 
Embafly, occafion’d the Caliph to give 
him the Office of* Algouazil ; being one 
0™ e cof of the Chief of his State that fell va- 
Aigouiyi cant after his Return, and made him at 
among the the fame time incur a great deal of 

Moors, was ° 

astharof ™ v y* 

Prefldent 
of CaftUc. 


CHAP. 


f 
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CHAP. XX. 

• • 

Adilbar went to inveft the City 
°f Hifpalis with his Army, hut 
is eonftraind to raife the Siege, 
and return to Cordoua. 

W Hen that General Tariff and 
the Vice-roy Muca had repafs’d 
the Sea, before they began their Voy- 
a S e j ° ne into th cEaJl, according 
to Alntanzor s orders, and the other in¬ 
to the Weft, to his Palace of Morocco . 
where his Brother Ifmael expected him ; 
they caus’d Proclamation * to be made 
throughout all Africa, in the name oi Ai0lc ff.\ 
the Emperour their Mailer ; That all a- 
thofe that were minded to pals into*° unc * 0 f 
Spain, there to inhabit, needed only t 0 Trumpet '' 
repair thither; and that they ffiould 
have Lands given them to cultivate 
Houfes to dwell in, with all the con-’ 
veniences neceflary to Life; and great 
Privileges and Exemptions. Thefe 
Promiles,and the rumour of the Beauty 
L 3 of 
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of the Country , caus’d a world of 
People to pafs the Sea $ not only Na- 
Thisis tural Moors, but Jews of the Hebrew 
the fecond Nation, who pals’d it with their Wives 
time that and Children, and all the Goods they 

2me too had ». *° the number of fifty thouland 
spiin. Families, according to the Regifter t&* 
ken of ’em by Adillar. 

. This Vice-roy, by an exprefs order 
he had receiv’d from Almanzor, of re¬ 
populating that great Kingdom, which 
he had confided to his Conduct, di- 
ftributed with an admirable ceconomy, 
throughout the Kingdom of Spain thefe 
new Spaniards , according as they land-! 
ed. TheGovemours, and Subordinate 
Commanders, gave afterwards in the 
Provinces and Cities, to each of *thofe 
Families, Conquer’d Lands, proporti- 
onably as they were convenient for ’em 
to live in, whereof he made particular 
Mates. And they had all fo great 
an application to this matter, and kept 
fuch good order, that this great extent 
of Land became in a fhort fpace more 
populous, and more cultivated, than it 
had ever been before j and the new 
comers were fo well accuftomed with 
the Natives of the Country, that there 
feemd not to be any difference among 
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‘em', nor as if any change had there hap- 
pend. 

Adillar feeing fo numerous a People' 
under his fway, and all the particular 
Governours fo obedient to his will * *'Mmbym, 
thought himfelf in a pofture to make 0 ,^ y ' dby 
feme attempt for the fervice of his Ma- 
fter. He remembred that they had 
not dared to attack Hifpalis, by reafon 
of the Peftilence that raged there when 
the Generals went away ,• and had in¬ 
formations that the Chrifiians flocked 
thither from all patts, fince its ceafing. 

For which reafon, having aflembled the 
greateft number he could of Infantry 
and. Cavalry, and made a Body of 
twelve thouland Foot, and two thou- 
fand Horfe ; he departed from Cordeua t 
after having given all the Directions re- 
quifite, and march’d direCtly to Hifpa- 
lisla the head of this Army ; fmall in¬ 
deed, but very brave, and provided 
with all things neceflary *. He ftraight- * m 
ways fent a Trumpeter to Summons 
the Inhabitants to Surrender, promi- potoei 
fing them all fort of good ufage, as * 

Generals of Armies are wont to° do in 
fuch occafions. 

^ Thelnhabitants, without liftening to 
his Promifes, or being concern’d at his 
L <4 Threats, 
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Threats, made no other anfwer, but 
that they were refolv’d to defend the 
goodnefs of <t heir Caufe to the laft 
and to be cut all in pieces, rather than 
tall under Slavery. 

After fuch an Anfwer, Adillat 
thought, there was no farther parlying, 
On the morrow morning, he caus’d a 
molt furious Aflault to be made: But as 
the Befiegcd were well inform’d of the 
manner with which the Moors had per¬ 
form d the Sieges of all the other 
J. owns of Spam , they had made Pro 
vifion of a world of Pofts of feveral 
falhrons, which they fill’d withboyling 
UyJ, Juniper and Turpentine^ and threw 
them upon the Befiegers; which burnt 
them alive, and incapacitated them 
from fighting, by reafon of the vio 
fence of the pain they fuffer’d. 

Adillar confus’d and vex’d at the 
damage his men had receiv’d from 
the Beleaguer’d, without its being in 
nis Power to do them any, caus’d the 
Retreat to be founded, and his Troops 
put into Quarters, to fee what he had 
todo : He had loft four hundred men 
m this itrft Aflault, and plainly perr 
?eivd, mat as often as he employ’d 
force, there would be nothing to be 

" got. 
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got. Wherefore he imagin’d, that be¬ 
ing Matter of the-Field, and having 
Victuals abundance in his Army, whole 
fubfiftarice he could furnifh to as long 
as he picas d, in the Neighbourhood 
of that Town, he could fo well block 
up the Avenues, that itfliould becon- 
flraind to Surrender, without his fo 
much as lofing one man; he refolv’d not 
to decamp thence till he had famifli’d it. 

The Beleaguer’d gueffing .that the 
Moors had taken this courfe, fince they 
had remained five and twenty days to¬ 
gether, without continuing their at¬ 
tacks; they refolv’d to Sally Out upon 
them, when as they leaft expe&ed it. 

For this purpofe, without making any 
Buftle, as could make the Befiegers 
Mpe& their Defign, they afTembled 
all their refolute *men ; And one Night, 

Sallying out of one of their Gates, they ^ cfo - 
M with much vigour upon Adilhah ' UtI ° n ' 
Camp. 

The Moors defended themfelves with 
great Refolution, but believing .the 
number of their Enemies ftill greater 
than it was, in the darknefs that hin¬ 
der d them from viewing one another, 
they betook themfelves to flight *, and*. 
mchrifiians made a great flaughter ofRoutf’ 3 

them. 
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them. To avoid the inconveniences 
that commonly happen in Engage¬ 
ments that are perform’d by. Night, 
the Governour'had order’d all thofe 
that were commanded out upon that 
Sally, to ceafe fighting, and retire into 
the Town, asfoon as helhould caufe 
a Horn to be founded,- whole found 
he had caus’d them to obferve. Thus 
fearing they might engage too far on 
the purfuit of the Moors, who might 
cut them ofij he caus’d it to be lound- 
ed, when he judg’d it convenient. 

The Chriflians had much ado to 
refolve upon quitting the Engagement, 
being very much flelh’d by the Moors 
who gave way before them on all fides, 
and were purfu’d by them with the 
Sword in their Reins: But at the long 
run, retiring by little and little, in the 
order thathad been prefcrib’d them,they 
re-entred the Town, where they were 
receiv’d with great Applaufes, by the 
Beleaguer’d; who caus’d a world of 
Mufical Inftruments to be founded, in 
token of Joy for lb great a Victory. 

The Day being come, thellaughter 
the Chriflians had made appear’d to 
Adillar much greater than he had be¬ 
liev'd it: And perceiving the ftrengtfr 

of 
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of this Town, and the Valour of thofe 
that defended it, he found it more con¬ 
venient to raife the Siege, than to per- 
fift any longer ob'ftinately in an Enter- 
prize, which was more difficult than he 
had imagin’d. Whereupon he took 
Ms march back to Cordtua ; and ha¬ 
ving found his Army diminiffi’d in two 
thoufand Foot, and two hundred 
Horfe, he had loft in this Siege, he 
feparated it, and put it into good 
Qua rters in the Countiy, that it 
might recover it felf. 








15 £ The Conqneft cf Spain 


CHAP.-, XXL 

Adilbaf makes a fecond Attempt 
upon Hifpalis, and is as Sue- 
cefslefs as before. 

A Dilhar was difconfolate at the bad 
event of the firft Enterprizehe 
had made for the Falid's Service : He 
was afliam’d that the only Town the 
Chriflians held in Spain, had refilled 
him, after Tariff. j with fo little pains, 
had taken all the reft’. He imagin’d 
*mri, a ! 1 the Moors * murmur’d at it, and 
Murmur, himfelf found that Alrnanzor could 
Scandal. not effectually call himfelf abfolute 
Mailer of that Country, as long as 
that Town was not under his Obedi¬ 
ence. 

Wherefore having fent for all the Go- 
vernours of thole Provinces,and confer¬ 
red with them about the neceffity, and 
the means for the reducing it ihe began 
to make greater Preparations than he 
had yet done ; and having aflembled 

fifteen 
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fifteen thouland Foot, and fifteen hun¬ 
dred Horfe, he took the Field in the 
beginning of the Spring *, of the aeth*r#i ' 
Itwrof the Hegira, and march’d di- 
redly to Hifpalis-, in the Neigh- SpnDS ‘ 
bourhood whereof, he lodg’d all his 
Troops. * 

The tryaj he had made in the firft 
Siege, of the Valour a#d Indullry of 
me Beleaguer d, which had made him 
break up from thence, without having 
efeaed the lead, had render’d him 
raej and as he was a,good * Com- *a»bot 
mander, he had caus’d certain Chariots 
to be made, cover’d with very - thick ftrWir; 
Boards, that fo his Souldiers migh t, as 
under cover, fight ihelter’d, without 
any inconvenience from the Boyling 
Oyl, and all the other things, that the 

Z rt t ans mi ght throw from off their 
Walls. 

After having begun, by Summoning 
the Town again to Surrender, and re- 
ceivd thence as haughty an Anfwer as 
mat he had before, he caus’d his cover’d 
Uiariots to advance, with a multitude 
ot Pioneers, fullained by a good 
number of Souldiers, that he had 
placd underneath; and having brought 
mem near the Courtin, he had it un¬ 
dermin’d 
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derrhin’d in the Places he judg’d to 
be the weakeft. 

The Beleaguer’d feeing thefe M* 
' chines, and dreading die effect of theta, 
aflembled to confult about the moft 
per means to fecure themfelves fronsfo 
great a danger. • Their - Governor, 
call’d Sarmato, being a Man of Wit 
and Refolution* let them fee that there 
was no oecafion for them to be alarm’d 
as they were, and caus’d them tofepa. 
rate into three Brigades , that they 
might the more eafily fuftain the three 
different Attacks. 

Adilbar had not omitted any one of 
the Precautions he could imagine 
• • againft all that the Beleaguer’d could 
invent for their defence; and as he 
had caus’d to be made a kind of grot 
•TTie^x Stone-Bows *, with which they {hot up 
ultZ. v , er y great Stones, he pointed them to 
the places where they could do moft 
mifchief; and making ’em mount 
upon his Chariots, he caus’d fb great a 
quantity of ’em to be thrown, that 
few places were there in the City, 
where the Chriftians could be in 
fefety. 

Sarmato feeing fomany extraordinary 
means employ’d to attack him,fell on hh 

fide 
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fidealfoto the contriving feme for his 
Defence;and having caus’d the ftrongeft 
of the Inhabitants to alfemble, with fit* 
ting Inftruments for the removing the 
Earth, he caus’d Ramparts to be rais’d, 
behind and. within the Walls, that 
when even the Moors fhould have effect¬ 
ed the making feme Breaches therein* 
they might find ’emftopt with fo much 
Earth, as that it .would be impofiible 
for them to. enter’em. This wife Go- 
rernour, by this Precaution, put him- 
Mfifi a pofiure of receiving no damage 
from all the Inventions of his Enemies ; 
Eor thei# was already fo much Earth 
behind the Wall, that when they had 
broken it, they would find they had 
got nothing by the, bargain: Nay,- 
and many had been ; £r.ulh’d to pieces 
by the great Stones the €.hriftians roll’d: 
upon thofe Chariots: And as for thofe 
i^Mobrs caus’d tp be thrown into the 
Town, as there Hood Sentinels on the 
top of the Towers, to give the Signal 
to the Inhabitants to make their efcape, 
when they few any coming, moft com¬ 
monly ail their Machines were frait- 
Ws. . 

Adilbar being inDefpondency at fb 
many ill fuccefles, refblv’d upon giving 

a 
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a general Aflault. While he was prepa* 
ring all his Forces for that purpofe, 
and that the Scaling, Ladders were 
ere&ed on one fide, he caus’d his Cha¬ 
riots to take a great circuit towards 
the other end of the City; for the un¬ 
dermining the Wall at the fame 
time. Whereupon, having 'given 
the Signal for the attack, at break 
of day, which he had chofen for 
that intent, the Befiegers went on 
with an extraordinary fury, and the 
Befieged fuftain’d it nvith : great refo- 
lutidnr. : r - ;- ’: 

The Moors 'inithe mean while, ha¬ 
ving again changy their Chariots, and 
fattening upon part' of the Wall that 
was weaker than the reft, made a great 
Breach,- by which fome enter’d the 
Town; but Sdrniato-Yefiiring in ail 
haft thither, with a great many Soul- 
diers, left them" there not long; ’and 
having drove them thence, -caus’d that 
gap to be ftopt up with a great quanti¬ 
ty of Earth : Certain it is; the Town 
had been taken, had he delay’d pne mo¬ 
ment longer; but the Night having 
put an end ta the Conflict, Adilhr 
found he had loft five hundred men, 
whereas the Befieged had loft but two 

hundred, 
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hundred: So great an opposition made 
, take up again the Refolution he 

time be / ore ’ of topping up 
dUhe Ajfflues rf the Town, tbf, £ 

th J *%?%“”** ^ ein s P re fl’d by hunger 
and thirft, might be conftrain’d to Sur¬ 
render. He remain’d there iq this man¬ 
ner forty five days, after which, San- 
mato confidenng that Adillar misht 
hold him block’d up in this manner 
as rnucii, and as long as he pleas’d, be¬ 
ing Matter of the Field, from whence 
he might have all forts of Refrefh- 
ments ? he refolv’d upon going to at- 
tack him in his Camp, as he had done 
the time before. 

Wherefore having afTembled twelve 
hundred Foot choice men, and a hun¬ 
dred Horfe, he caus’d them to Sally 
out at Mid-night, through a Poftern- 
gate of the Town. The Moo-s having 
feen th zCkriJlians had been fo long 
without fighting, did not expetft this 

^F auIt . « ah: By this means 
me chrtfitans kill d a very great num¬ 
ber of them, and retired in good or¬ 
der, by’favour of the night. Ad Mar 
fearing the like accident to that which 
befell him in the former Siege feat 
a part of his Horfe' to flop the Soul- 
M diers 
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diers that were minded to purfae them; 
infomuch, that he found the next day 
that he had loft four hundred Foot, and 
thirty Horfe, whereas there fell not 
above a hundred and fifty of the Chrtfti- 
arts, whom this General caus’d to be 
Interr’d as well as the Moors , for fear 
of their creating an Infection in his 
Camp. 

The Befieged were much fatisfy’d 
with the fuccefs of this feeond Sally; 
but in a fhort time after, Adillar caus’d 
a feeond aftault to be made, which 
was fo furious, that, whatever re- 
fiftance they made, the Moors at length 
gain’d a Courtine. The Governour 
flying thither forthwith with a re-in- 
forcement of Souldiers, perform’d fo 
well, that he at laft drove th e^Moors 
again from their Poft, and put it into 
a pofture of Defence. This Con- 
Aid lafted from break of day, till 
* This Three of the Clock in the * Afternoon i 
SuWwherry feeing his men difheart- 
ariaAu-ned, caus’d a Retreat to be-founded, 
to drels the wounded. He found among 
the Dead three hundred Moors , and 
about a hundred and fifty Chriftians-, 
but there was a very great number 
wounded; and among others, one of 

his 
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his Officers, called Halt Alenzainee , 
which afflided him very much, and 
whom he caus’d carefully to be drels’d 
f? ^ff^. as reft; confirming 

htmielf in the firft Refolution *he had 
taken, of having the Town by Fa¬ 
mine. 

• Th - e Befieged fearing to want Viiftu- 
als, that they might precaution them- 
felves before-hand, with the remedies 
necenary againft the mifchief where¬ 
with they were threatned, had caus’d 
very deep Canals to be made, from * „ • 
the Weflem Gate of their Town toaDkcte, 
great River, that palling very near 
their Walls, falls afterwards into the 
Sea. By the means of thefe Canals 
they went into the.River with great 
Boats; and thefe Canals being Forti¬ 
fy d all along with good Trenches, 
uuomuch that the Cavalry could not 
do them any mifchief, there came to 
them, from time to time, Vi&uals 
from the Mountains of a certain Coun¬ 
try, calld Bifcaya : Thefe Canals were 
? very great help to the Befieged; for 
befides their having by this means all 
things brought them, the Water of 
the River ferv’d them for a thoufand 
conveniences. 


Add- 
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Adillar having not then any Ships 
to hinder the Chrifiians from having 
every, moment all neceflaries, was very 
much at a lofs, and was loath to re- 
iblve upon railing the Siege once again: 
When ngws was brought him of the 
revolt of the Governour of Faience, 
call’d Alulaher el Handali , and of the, 
Inroads he made into the Neighbour¬ 
ing Provinces of that Kingdom. 

So urgent an evil, and which he faw 
himfelf indifpenfably oblig’d forthwith 
to remedy, made him prefently raife 
the Siege, and march long days jour¬ 
neys to. Cordon a; which the drift* 
am of Hifpalis were very glad of. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

Adilbar goes to Valence, defeats 
the Governour of that Province 
and has him Beheaded. 

T He great Siege, wherein Alula- 
her el Handali, Governour of 
Valence, , faw Adillar engag’d in, had 
made him hope that he might in that 
time, render himfelf abfolute Matter 
of that fine Province. In this Defign, 
having gain’d all the Governours of 
the fmaller Cities, and all the Martial 
Men under his Authority, he would 
needs caft off the Falid’s Oath ; and 
having brought a fmall Army on Foot, 
he began to make Incurfions into the 
Neighbourhood, that he might by 
force oblige all the People there¬ 
abouts to obey him as their Soveraign 
Lord. 

Adillar being inform’d of thefe 
Tranfa&ions, as I faid in the foregoing 
Chapter; caus’d a new Army to af- 
femble, of ten* thoufand Foot, and 
M 3 eight 
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eight hundred Horfe; and with 
thefe Forces, crofting the high Moun¬ 
tains that are on the South , he arriv’d 
at the City of Murcia ; to. whole foot 
extends the Government of Valence : 
Abraham Efcaladari was then Gover- 
nour of the Place, who being in¬ 
form’d of Adilbar s march againft Abu- 
laher, had got ready a Magazine of 
Provilions, to diftribute them, as he 
did among his Souldiers: And having 
join’d him with ail the men he had, 
they two march’d together toward 
Valence. 

The Rebel feeing fo great an Army 
coming againft him, and having no 
place of fafety whether to Retire, 
thought it much better to try the for¬ 
tune of a Battel, and win it, or dye 
like a Man of Courage, thangobafely 
yield himfelf up. Having infpired 
the fame refolution into the minds of 
his Adherents, and difpos’d them into 
the bell: order he could, as foon as 
Adilbar had fet footing in his Govern¬ 
ment, he went to meet him ; and in 
that Battel, did all that could jpe done 
by a good General, and good Souldier; 
but being at laft taken, and all his men 
defeated, Adilbar caus'd his Head to be 

ftruck 
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ftruck off; and had it let on the top 
of a- Lance, on the Gate of that 
Town, which he gave for Plunder to 
his oouldiers. 

He made a ftricft fcrutiny after all 
thole that had had. a hand in this Rebel- 
Ban, that he might of them accord¬ 
ingly, make an Exemplary Punilhment: 
And indeed, many Commanders and 
Captains had the feme Fate with their 
Leader ; and after having reduc’d that 
Country to its Obedience, and there 
eftablilh’d one of his Captains, call’d 
Mahomet Abenbucar y lie return’d to 
Cordoua , and difmifled his Troops. 


M4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


Almarizor gives Tariff‘d place 
in his Council, and choofes 
him for his Aniba/fadoztr Ex¬ 
traordinary , for the Conclufi-, 
on of the Prince his Sons 
Match , with the King of Thu- 
nis’s Daughter. 

A Lmanzor making reflection on the 
' -l \ great Services render’d him by 
General Tariff, on all occafions, and 
particularly in the Conqueft of the 
Kingdom of Spain ; for the difcharg- 
ing himfelf of the Obligation he had 
to him of lb great an augmentation of 
Empire, and of fuch vaft Riches he 
. had thence deriv’d, had not a more 
Glorious Recompence to give him, 
than a place among thofe of his Coun- 
*Mutigui cil % 2nd who ihare in the adminiftra- 
^P' tion °f all his Kingdoms,- for which 
nifl’cr of account he put him into that number, 
State. and 
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and nominated him .Ambafladour Ex¬ 
traordinary, to go conclude the Princes 
Match, and letch away the Prin- 
cefsof Thunis. He caus’d a Fleet of 
forty Ships to be fitted out for that 
purpofe, with all the Magnificence 
requifite for fo folemn an Embally, and 
which was undertaken for fo agree¬ 
able an end. Tariff being embark’d' 
with a world of Courtiers, and a good 
number of Souldiers, arriv’d lale at 
thunis, where he was receiv’d and en¬ 
tertain’d with all his People, as well 
as heart could wiili; and after having 
made a very Ihort abode there, he 
went on Board Ins Ships again, with 
the Princefs Omalahaire, and all her 
Train, and return’d into the Levant 
with a very fair wind. 

The Infanta being arriv’d in Arabia, 
the Nuptials were Celebrated with; 
great Pomp; and there were Turna- 
ments, Tilting, and all the other mer¬ 
riments that are , wont to attend thofe 
fort of Feftivals. 

Aim. Inzer feeing his Son Marry’d, 
and finding him at an age to govern 
his State himfelf, thought it to be now 
time to Execute a defign he had long 
meditated, of difeharging himfelf of 
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that heavy burden, he had for fo ma . 
ny years bornupon his Head ,- finding 

vt tha j r 1S , OId . Age ’ caus ’ d him bf 
little and little,to fink under the weight 

of it: For which reafon, feeinghhn- 

- felf worn out, and attack’d with ma- 
ny Infirmities, he refolv’d upon devol- 
vmg it upon that of his* Son, that fo 
he might retire into a Houfe of Pleafure 
he had caus’d to be built in a Moun-' 
tain, where he had very pleafant Gar 
dens, very thick Woods, and excdl- 
lent Waters. Whereupon having caus’d 
the States to afiemble, where it was his 
Pleafure to have ah the Governours 
of the Provinces prefent, he impart- 
ed to them the Dimiffion he meant to 
make of the Empire, in favour of his 
Son; and at the fame time, caus’d the 
following Letters Patents to be expedi- 
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Letters Patents, 

Of Almanzprs Demiflion in 
favour of his Son. 


Praife and Glory be given to that 
Great God 3 the Creator of all 
things , Amen. 

T H E mofl High, the mofl Noble, m ‘ ls 
the' mofl Dread Lord and Empe- jjggf" 
rour of the Arabs, Valid Almanzor ; thatfigni- 
Vicar of God, and Trot eel or of his Law^f^f*- 
Sott of the mofl Nolle, and mofl Honour d theSer- 
Lordq and Martial ; Warriour, Caliph, Vants 
and Empe rour of the Arabs ; Father of 
the Servants of God, and exalter of hzs intimating 
Law, Abdulmelech, Son of Vittory. *keSon 
Confidering the Necefflty we are redued ry. 1 °” 
to, by the Infirmities with which it hath 
pleafedGod, our Soveraign Lord, to vijit 
* ns; and the decrepit Age wherewith Na- * ^ 
ture is wont to overwhelm all men in the or - Regale! 
der of times ; which occajions our being not 
ftrong enough to govern fo great an Empire, 
as we have done in time pafi for the fettle - 

meat 
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mevit of our Crown, the Fence and Tran¬ 
quillity of the State, and the greatefi 
Good and Z>tility of our Suljefts • and to 
hinder the Dijfentiens and Difcords that 
commonly happen after the Death of 
■ - dfings, which are wont to overturn the 
• left efiallijUd Empires', and for other 
Considerations, us thereunto moving • we 
have thought convenient to Renounce, 
*Mir, Grant and Tranfport, ly thefe Prefents * 
Patents. a p the Sovereign Authority that we have\ 
with the Scepter and Crown we lear, in 
fucb manner as it appertains’to us, in 
Quality of Caliph, Ahfolute and Save- 
raign Lord, without acknowledging any 
Ferfon living for Su.per.tour in Temporals ; 
to our Well Beloved, and Obedient Son, 
the Wife, Virtuous, and accomplijb’d 
Aboulvalid Abenacer, our elded Son, 
Lawful Heir, and near efi Succeffour ; on 
whom may God lefiow the Wifdom necefa- 
ry for the Governing all his Kingdoms, in 

fuch manner, as that all his Sulj.ells may 

enjoy a continual Peace and Tranquillity, 
ly referving tc'us the dir ell Siegneury, in 
cafe of Death, or failure of Succejfton, or 
any other fuch like misfortune, or difgrace-, 
which we pray God hot to fuffer to make 
way for our returning to the Throne, 
to which we no longer pretend any Right. 

For 
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For which reafon, We fignifie and order 
to our weU-leloved Son, and Lawful Heir 
and Sue cefor in the fecond-Degree, the 
Prince Abraham Amcari, and to allthofe 
of our Council of State and of War , and 
to all the Governors, Cadis, Generals and 
Captains 1 and to all, and as many as there 
are of our Officers and SkljeEls, of what 
Quality ana Condition foever they he to 
hold and Honour, as Emperour of all thefe 
Kingdoms , ourfaidSon Aboulvalid Abe-* 
nacer j and in that Quality, make Oath 
of Allegiance and Fidelity to him,, as ’ 
from this prefent ive mean to make to him 
our felves, acknowledging him for King 
and giving him all the Power we have 
hitherto had, according to the Laws 
commanding ex prefly all our Sulj ells * to * Alumni 
obey his Commands, and Execute all People. ’ 
Orders, as if they were ifued out ly us 
on pain not only of our Malediition, hut 
of that of God, of his anger , as they 
mujt needs dll incur that want Fidelity to 
their King ; and for a token of the effectu- 
al Efffefwn of all that is contain'd in 
thefe Prefents , we mean to put them our 
fehes into his hand, in the prefence of all 
the Governors and Subjects, affemllsd in 
our Palace for that purpofe. For fuch is our 
Exprefs determinate Will and Pleafure ; 
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to which end\ we have our felves fignd 
thefe Prefents with our hand 9 and have 
caus’d our "Great Seal to le put there¬ 
to. 

In our Palace of Corial, in Araik 

ningof 1 * F * ltx *> the 3 ^- of the Moon de 
the month Vaguely in the Year 05. 

of October j 

year 7 is By the means of this Renunciation, 
of our Aloulvalid Alenacer being acknow- 
LortL ledg’d and Crown’d King, his Father 
Almanzor took a chofen number of his 
moft Faithful and moft Ancient Dome* 
flicks, to attend and ferve him in the 
Place he had refolv’d upon making his 
Retreat, leaving his Youngeft Son 
Abraham Amcari, with the King, his 
Eldeft; and no fooner was he arriv’d 
in that Solitude, but that his Infirmi¬ 
ties daily augmenting, he fell into an 
ill Diftemper, which lafted upon him 
till Death, which, in Jhort, fell out in 
a little time after. 

Abraham had a haughty Spirit, and 
and mmenfe Ambition ; the Caliph be¬ 
ing very jealous of him, and uneafieon 
his fcore, that he might deprive him of 
the means of fomenting Cabals againft 
him, fent him into Stony Arabia^ which 
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is a Country of very finall extent; and 
where he could not find wherew ithal to 
do him any great mifehief. 

About that tine the Goverueur of 
Damas, Abenbukar by name, who all 
his life long had had roving and Chi¬ 
merical thoughts, imagin’d that Alman- 
zor being no longer in the World, he 
might attempt all with impunity. He 
thought of no left than of difpofTeffing 
Aloulvalid, and of placing himfelf in 
his ftead ; and had afiembled a great 
Army, with which he ravag’d all the 
Provinces bordering upon his Govern¬ 
ment. The Caliph was alfo oblig’d 
on his fide to take the Field, to bring 
[° hls Duty; when that Prince 
Abraham Amcari. , who was continually 
gnaw d with the lull of Reigning, and 
omitting nothing he judg’d ufelul to 
his Defigns *, found it to be the moft^ ;Wlr 
propitious juncture he could wife, for loft™ ’ 
the mamfefting them to the World occalion - 
Whereupon he on his fide alTembledthe 
moft Horfe and Foot that was pofiible 
tor him * and after having pafs’d the 
Defarts of Arabia *, he march’d direift- * . 

W,| CoUIt T Ith a11 llis forces > making Sandy 

lemblance ol coming to his Brothers M 0110 * 
affiftance againft Ahenbukar the Rebel. tains ' 

And 
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And accordingly he met with a kind 
welcome at hril, but having all on the 
, fudden changed face, and having feiz’d 
on the Cattle, and the beft Gates of the 
City, about midnight he fent to feize 
on the principal perfons of the Court, 
as well Officers as people of Service, 
whom he thought Loyal to his Brother, 
and had ’em all beheaded. This fo in¬ 
timidated all the reft, that either out 
of the fear they had of him,or by reafon 
of the little affection they bore the 
King, and the efteem they had for this 
Prince, whom they faw to be brave and 
generous, and love War*, they were 
hearts eafily inclin’d to acknowledge him for 
their King ; nay, and there was fo great 
a concourfe of People at his Coronati¬ 
on, that meaning to improve that firft 
heat he few them in, and not thinking 
it convenient to let it cool again, he 
took the Field with all thofe that fuf- 
fer’d themfelves. to efpoufe his Party. 
His Brother Aloulvalid was gone at the 
head of his Forces againft Abenlukar; 
wherefore he thought he could eafily 
pen him up, between his own Army, 
and that of that Rebel. And after ha¬ 
ving left at Court a Captain, a Creature 
of his, call’d Xaira Alxadali , in whom 

he 
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he put Entire confidence, he march’d 
diretftly to his Brother with all his 
Troops; which he found to make up 
twenty thoufand Foot, and fifteen 
hundred Horfe. 

T{l ® . was fur priz’d at this 

News , that he was ready to run mad * * 4 tumu- 
and to fee if he could apply feme re-fei 11 
medy to fo great and un-forefeen a n N ‘ 
tvil, he, quitted the defign of redu- ' 
ang Abenlukar , to return with all ex- ‘ 
pedition to meet his Brother. 

The two Armiesbeing in fight of 
one another, Aloulvalid fent a man 
on purpofe to Abraham, to divert him 
from fo unjuft and unreafonable an 
finterprize; and reprefenting to him 
that he was going to be the occafion of 
the Death of an infinite number of 
men, which could be only imputed to 
him alone; but that if he would defift 
from his defign, he promis’d him in 
the word of a King, to forget all that * 
was pals d, and to receive him as his 
Friend and Brother *. Abraham made * w 
no other anfwer to this, but that he 0 Wien«- 
^vas not come thither to be reconcil’d P r <>tcdii- ? 
but to fight; that he flood in no neefe fnend '‘ 
of the friendlhip he offer’d him, but of P ‘ 
the Crown he had, upon his Head ; 

^ that 
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that he Was Almanzor s Son 4nd Hfcifc 
as well as he; that he had ohly to pre¬ 
pare to defend himfelf, and that their 
Rights being at the point of their 
Swords, they would that day decide 
Which of the two had the beft, giving 
the Kingdotn to him that fliould gain 
the Victory. 

Having in this manner fent back 
AloulvaluTs mediator, and having 
thrcatncd to have him bang’d, if he 
came again to importune him with fuch 
like harrangues. The Caliph with grief 
■law himfelf oblig’d to give Battel; bat 
at laft, having marlhaifd all his Ar¬ 
my in Battalia, it began with fome 
fquadrons of Horfe of both Tides, who 
were a long w hile mingled with one 
another, before any judgment could 
be pafs’d ubieh of the two had the 
advantage: And this Skirmifh that 
Jailed above half the. day, without 
afty great lofs on either fide, plainly 
fnew’j the Cavalry to be compos’d on- 
ly of good men, that knew admirably 
well both to attack and defend. 

On the morrow, the twelfth of the 
* In the Moon Dulquehala *, in the Year 96, 
Battel was renew’d, and. prov’d 
k the year ft ill more bloody for both Parties 5 for 
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it lafted from Morning till Noon, with¬ 
out ones being able to judge on which 
fide the Vi&cry lean’d: But at length, 
Alottlvalifl s people beginning to buckle’ 
and thofe of *Abraham to break in up¬ 
on them on all fides, Alouhalid fear¬ 
ing to fall i,nto his Brothers hands, 
made liis efcape out of the hotted of 
the Engagement,upon a very fleet Horfe, 
after having made a fign to fome of 
his people to follow him. The Kin^s 
Retreat utterly dilhearten’d all his men, 
who were immediately after eafily put 
* to flight. - F * Facar, 

The Prince purfu’d them at their ^ u£ f ut to 
heels; and after having kill'd a very 
great number of them, he return’d to 

give the neceflary orders for all Occur¬ 
rences, and then return againft Aben- 
lukar, while that Aboulvalidw as with¬ 
drawn into the Kingdom of Tbunis, > . 
where he was kindly receiv’d by his 
Father-in-Law, w ho know ing the naif- 

fortune that was befallen him, through 
the perfidy and wickednefs of his Bro¬ 
ther, comforted him the bed he could, 
and promis’d to aflid him in his re¬ 
venge. 

N i 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

Abraham Amcary goes to fight 
Abenbukar 5 defeats him 3 and 
has him beheaded. 

A Braham being puft up with the 
winning of this Battel, and over¬ 
joy’d to fee that ail the paces he made, 
conduced him upon the Throne, 
without any flop, he march’d-dire&ly 
to Court; where having conven’d the 
Eftates, to confirm the Government 
he meant to eftablilh, he caus’d them 
there to take a new Oath of Allegi¬ 
ance to him, by which, all that fie had 
not been able to get approv’d of, but 
by fome, before his going to fight his 
Brother, •• was confirm’d and ratify’d 
by all the reft : And thus was he 
own’d and declar’d by a common con- 
fen t , Emperour of all Almanzon 
Realms, as his Lawful Heir. 

Then having made fuch Regulati¬ 
ons as he pleas’d, and beftow’d great 

Bounties 
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Bounties on all his Creatures, with¬ 
out lofing time, he took the Field with 
fifteen thoufand Foot, and fifteen hun¬ 
dred Horfe, to go to Damajcus. 

Abenbukar , being ftrlly inform'd of 
all thefe Tranfatftions, came to meet 
him with an Army of twenty thou¬ 
fand Foot, and two thoufand Horfe, 
infemuch, that they were not long 
without coming to blows. Abraham 
would needs, before he gave the Signal 
for Battel, do as lawful Kings do to 
Rebels ; and fent to tell him, That as 
he had not any Right to the Crown, 
he could not believe he would perfift 
in his bad defigns, or that he would be 
wanting in his Allegiance to his Prince; 
wherefore he offer’d to Pardon him all 
that had pafs’d, if he would but return 
to his Duty. 

Abenbukar having caus’d the Princes 
Envoy to come into his prefence,would 
not go about to excufe himfelf with 
forry reafons, as do all Traytors that 
an never have any that are good ; 
but anfwer’d him Iharply, and like a 
gallant man, That between two Tray¬ 
tors, and two Dilloyalifts, as they both 
were, he had only the hand of him: 
but that Abraham had committed a 
N 3 much 
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much greater infidelity in difpofleffing 
his Brother Abouhtalid , who was his 
Lawful King, according to the difpo- 
fition of his Father, and that of Nature, 
than he, in withdrawing himfelf from 
his obedience, with all the Province of 
which he was Governour, feeing all 
*.vtgaiym, his people opprefs’d with itnpofitions *, 

SubMes. an j yer y f evere jy us ’(j by KJng AlouU 

•valid. 

That he had learnt that to ftate 
things aright, Nature caus’d no body 
to be born upon a Throne; that all the 
Kings of the Earth were Tyrants; that 
the Scepter belong’d to him to whom 
God had given the ftrength to bear it; 
and the Sovereign Authority to him 
that had Wifdom and Ability fufficient 
to govern the people ; and that as all 
Created things had their beginning,and 
their end, Monarchies were not ex¬ 
empt from this general viciffitude; 
that thus there was no need of reafon- 
ing any farther. 

Abraham being extremely provok’d 
at fo haughty and fo infolent an An- 
fwer, would no longer defer giving 
Battel, contrary to the advice of molt 
of his Officers, who counfell’d him to 
flay the Conjunction of all his Forces, 

• • • that 


by the Moors. 

that were not yet arriv’d, Ahulenkars 
Army being much ftrongerthan his, 
and all his Troops appearing mucli 
more fprightful; but they could not 
prevail with him to change the refolu- 
tion he had taken. 

Some of the Cavalry that were de¬ 
tach’d on both fides, having began the 
Skirmifh, they quickly engag’d in a 
general Battel, that was very obfti- 
nately fought, and very bloody, Aben- 
bukar being skill’d in all the flratagems 
of War, had plac’d his beft Officer in 
Ambufcade behind a Hill, with five 
hundred chofen Horfe, that had order 
not to appear till the Battel was far en- 
§ a §d_> and then to attack the Princes 
men in the Rear ; and this occafion d 
Abcnbttkars winning the Battel: For 
this Captain, bolting juft in the nick 
from his Ambufcade, putaJl Abrahams 
Forces into fuch great diforder, that 
this Prince feeing himfelf penn’d up on 
all fides, threw himfelf from off his 
Horfe, and fb fled ore the Mountains, 
that he might get again in to Arabia. 

Abenbukar being Mafterof the Field 
Of Battel, return’d to Damascus , loaded 
with Honour, and the Spoils o { Abra- 
WsCamp he had plunder’d ; and ex- 
N 4 peeling 
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pe&ing to have fuddenly another Art 
my upon his back, he did not difmiii 
his, but put it only into good Quar¬ 
ters in that Country. 

Abraham, at his return, having met 
with a very cool reception from the 
Arabians, it fpighted him extremely, 
and gave him great confufion. Where¬ 
fore having again convend the Gover- 
nours and Commanders that were un? 
der his fway, he gave them to under¬ 
hand that he was refolv’d not to fuffer 
Alenlukar to glory long in his VicRo- 
ry; and commanded them to make 
ready to take the Field in fifty days 
fpace, with all the Forces they had un¬ 
der their charge. They fo very 
punctually executed this order, that at 
the day appointed, he found himfelf at 
the head of an Army of forty thoufand 
Foot, and five thoufand Horfe; with 
which he march’d again for Syria. 

Alenbukar had not flept on his fide, 
and knowing the great preparations 
that were making againft him, caus’d 
Proclamation to be made throughout 
all the neighbouring Countries, of 
large pay, and great Rewards, for all 
thofe that would come into his fervice, 
?nd bring him Troops; By this means 

he 
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he fram’d a body of thirty thouland 
Foot, and three thoufand Horfe; and 
with thefe Forces Raid Prince Abra~ 
hams coming up, who without entring 
into any parleys, as he had done the 
time before, as foon as he came in fight 
of Abenbukars Army,he march’d direct¬ 
ly upon him, to engage him in the 
Battel, that was very bloody on both 
fides. But at laft, Abenbukars Troops 
being defeated, he was taken generoufly 
fighting, and brought to Abraham, 
who, without faying a word to him, 
in the rage he was in, and without 
giving him time to fpeak, or the Execu¬ 
tioner to come, he cut his Throat 
with his own hands, ftriking him fo 
furious a blow with his Scimitar up¬ 
on the nape of his Neck, that he cut 
off his Head, which he caus’d to be 
put on the top of a Pike, on the Gate 
of Damafius. He was not fatisfy’d 
with having himfelf perform’d the 
Execution, for having caus’d him to 
be Heed, he commanded the placing 
upon that fame Gate that Wretches 
Skin, which he had caus’d to be fill’d 
with ftraw ; and the like ufage did 
all thofe meet with that had had a 
hand in this Rebellion. At length, 

being 
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being grown weary of putting people 
fo Death, and believing that Province 
abfolutely reduc’d, and fufficiently 
chaftiz’d, he left there as Governour, 
a Captain, in whom he had great con¬ 
fidence, call’d • Abencirix, and -return’d 
to recreate himfelf at Court, where he 
was receiv’d by his Partizans with great 
Huzzahs, and mighty Exultation. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

King Aboulvalid affenibles a 
great Army in Africa, and 
4 marches againfi his Brother 
Abraham, gives him Battel\ 
wherein his Brother is killd. 

K ING Alouhalid being retir’d to 
ThuniSy as I have before obferv’d, 
labour’d under great anxiety to fee him¬ 
felf drove out of his Kingdom by his 
own Brother, and employ’d his 
thoughts wholly upon the means of 
being reveng’d. Mahomet Gilhair was 
no lefs concern’d than this Unhappy 
Prince, confidering him not barely as 
his Son-in-law, but as his own Son. 
Wherefore having refolv’d on afiifting 
him with all his might, he made 
great Levies thoughout the whole ex¬ 
tent of his Kingdom, gave Commifii- 
ons to all the principal Perfons of his 
Court and Country, and fitted out a 
great Naval Army, which he had 

ftor’d 
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ftor’d with all the Provifions necellary 
for a great Embarkment. 

Aboulvalid did not forget himfelf on 
his fide, and well perceiving there was 
no man that could afiift him more 
ftrongly in his occafions than Muca, 
Vice-roy of Morocco, and of all the. 
African Provinces; he fent a man on 
purpofe to him in a Felucca, with this 
^Letter. 

King Aboulvalid’s Letter, to 
Muca, Vice-roy of Morocco 
and Africa. 

Praife be to God, Amen. 

T H E Great and Warlike Empe- 
rour of the Arabs,. of the high 
Lineage of Motaleb j Vicar of God\ and 
Defender of his Law ; . Aboulvalid 
Abenacer; Son of the moft High and 
tnojl Dread Caliph, and Emperour of 
the Arabs, Valid Almanzor.- To the 
Valiant Captain, Virtuous and Accom- 
plifh'd Knight ; Trudy and Loyal Servant 
of our Royal Crown, Muca, our Vice-roy 
in Africa, Greeting. Abenbukar Go- 

vernour 
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vernour of Damafcus, meaning to with¬ 
draw himfelf from his Allegiance to Vs, 
and we having taken the Field with an 
Army to chaftize him, Prince Abraham 
our Brother, taking that occafion to exe¬ 
cute the defgn he long had had of trou¬ 
bling the State, and having had the bold- 
nefs to take up Arms againfi Vs, to the 
great dammage of our Subjells, and to 
the great contempt of the Obedience to 
Vs owning-, for which, according to all 
Laws of Juftict, he merits Death as well 
as Abenbukar ; and for the procuring his 
punifhment, and preventing the. misfor¬ 
tunes that bis Rebellion may produce, 
you are order'd. That as foon as you fhall 
have receiv'd this Letter, to caufe to 
affemble, with all pofible diligence, the 
greatefi number of Troops pofible, in the 
extent of our Kingdom of Africa, and 
that you caufe them to embark with all 
the Provifions necejfary, nay, and with 
all the Gold and Silver . that is found in 
Our Treafury of Morocco, all which to 
be fent Vs to Thunis, where we are at 
prefent; further conjuring Ton, if Tou 
have any one in whom Tou have Jufficient 
confidence , as to trufi with him the care 
of your Government, to come your felf in 
P erf on at the head of your Army, to 
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ferve Vs in fo urgent an occafion, and to 
provide for all things according to your 
wonted prudence, wherein We have an 
entire confidence. 

From Thunis , the* 14/A of the Moon 
try 718. of Mahatran , the Year 97. 

having with great refped: re-, 
ceiv’d the King his Mafters Letter, in 
a fhort time aflembled an Army of 
thirty thoufand Foot, and having got 
together all forts of Ammunition, and 
fitted out a mighty Fleet, he embark’d 
in it himfelf, with the Royal Treafure he 
had in his keeping, finding that it 
could not be better employ’d than for 
lb good an occafion, for which it was 
undoubtedly referv’d: Nay, he thought 
himfelf oblig’d to quit all things, tofig- 
» Mitdib, na lize his Zealand Fidelity in hisMa- 
Kingand fters * fervice, and contribute thereto, 
Lord> not only with his Cares, but with his 
Perfon. In his room in Africa he left a 
very brave Man, and in whom he had 
. great Confidence, call’d A lieu nicy , a 
Native of Stony Arabia , and arriv’d 
fafe at Thunis with all his Army, at the 
end of the Moon of Raleh, on the z of 
that feme year 97 of the Hegira. 

There 
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There he found King Aboulvalid em¬ 
ploy’d in Shipping the Troops he had 
got together in thofe parts ; who em¬ 
brac’d him very affectionately, and ca- 
refe’d him to a high degree. This Prince 
had already nominated Tariff Abenziet, 
who had atchiev’d the Conqueft of the 
Kingdom of Spain , in his Fathers Life¬ 
time, Generalifirno of all his Forces, and 
had call his Eyes upon him, as upon 
the greateft, and moft lucky Captain 
of thofe times. 

Thcfe two great Armies having been 
a long while in embarking, the King 
put at length to Sea, and with as fair 
a Wind as he could wifh, in a few days 
time he arriv’d in Arabia ; where ha¬ 
ving made a Review of all his Troops, 
his Army was found to be fixty five ' 
thoufand Foot, and five thoufend 
Horfe, which gave him a great deal of 
Joy. 

All the People of that Coaft, feeing 
fo numerous and fo flourifhing an Ar¬ 
my, far from oppofing his Defcent, 
declar’d themfelves immediately for 
him. 

In the mean while, Prince Abraham 
knowing all his Brothers Preparations, 
didnotfleeponhis fide. Hehad aflembled 

all 
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*■all the Chiefs * of the Arabians, and after 
S tates” ’ having given ’em notice of the florin 
wherewith they were thrcatned, and 
having made them apprehend that they 
were to expert little lels than to be 
ftrangled, if Aboulvalid ever re-mount¬ 
ed upon the Throne ; and that it was 
much better to dye in the Bed of Ho¬ 
nour, than upon a Scaffold, as he was 
refolv’d to do, to fhew ’em the way. 
They were allfo fenfibly perfwaded by 
his Arguments, that in their own De¬ 
fence, they made up a very confidera- 
ble Army, that was found to be fixty 
thoufand men, got truly in the beft 
manner they could together. 

Abraham having made no difficulty 
to go meet his Brother with his Forces, 
the Battel was fought in the Plain of 
* The Cahar, on the 3 of the Moon Dulquihi- 
ArMtru da*, in the year 97. It lafled from 
Sun riling to its letting. Abraham then 
Jfovtfia perform’d all that could be done by a 
Nnevber great General, and a good Souldier: 
71 *' But feeing his Army in Diforder, he 
threw himfelfinto the hottefl: of the 
Engagement, where he was kill’d with 
his Sword in Ms hand. 

Aboulvaltd did much lament his not 
having been able to take him alive; and 

doubt- 
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doubtlefs, as he had ever had a Jcind- 
nefs for him maugre all themifchief 
he had done him, he would have given 
him his life, arid would have been 
contented with continuing him in a 
perpetual imprisonment. Wherefore 
having caus d his Body to be put into 

• he purlu'd is way P .owl"S 
Carbal, whence the Queen his Wife 
was coming to meet him; tho fhe had 
ever been kept as a Prifoner, the Prince ' 

ji e ; ver 7 . . had her very civilly treated : 
Aboulvaltd was mighty joyful to fee 
her again, but could not forbear ex- 
preffing much grief for Abraham's 
death; he causd the whole Court to 
put on mourning, and affifted at hi $*wf« 
Funeral, which he caus’d to be per- 
formd with great Pomp; nay, he was tears - 
feento fhed tears in that occafion ; but 
he had not the fame mildnefs and cle- 
me[ ? c ^. a U the Officers that fided 
with his Brother i he put a great num¬ 
ber of them to Death, and let himfelf 

to retrieve his Authority, and fet 

Generair^J receiv’d a wound in • 

h^ R ' Sh , t i r ? inthe Bmd > which he 
bad negledfed at firft, by not refrain- 

Q fog 
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iflg to mount on Horfeback, after his 
uliial manner ; but through the little 
care he took of it, and through the 
, toyl and drudgery of marching, his 
Arm fwell’d in fuch manner as to gan- 
gre j and fo in a few days time fent 
him out of the world. 

Aloulvalid was much griev’d at the 
lofs of fo great a General, and to Ihew 
the efteem he had for him, he caus’d 
. * him to be Interr’d with great magni- 
ficency, and had the fame honours 
paid him, as had been paid to the 
, Perfon of his Brother. And I can 
/ certainly fay one thing of him that is 
/ fomewhat lingular, that his Valour 
was accompany’d with fuch great For¬ 
tune in War, that he never undertook 
any enterprize but what he fped in to 
his honour. 

This Prince, after having punifh’d,as I 
have faid, thofe that were revolted a- 
gainft him, began with recompencing 
thofe that had ferv’dhim foufefully in 
that War, by diftributing among them 
the Governments, Lieutenancies, and 
Employs, infomuch, that they were all 
fatisfy’d with the returns he made to 
their Services; and then let his thoughts 
upon enjoying amid Pleafure, the repofe 
that had coft him fo dear. CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Adilbar, Vice-roy of Spain, leads 
his Army into Bifcaya, again/} 
Pelagius, and thence returns 
without doing ought. 

A Dilhar having fped fo ill i n the 
Siege of HifpaliSy he had receiv’d 
order from King Aloulvalid his Mailer 
togo thefooneft he could, totake 
the Conqueft of thofe. Mountains, - 
where Pelage had made his Retreat 
and where an infinite number o ichrifti- 
ans were gone to find him, from all the 
corners of Spain, to fave themfelves 
with their Wives and Children, from 
the fury of the Moors. 

Whereupon, he fent a Renegado-fpy 
to examine the ftrength of thofe Places’ 
where this Prince lurk’d, and to en¬ 
quire into the number of the Souldiers 

rr,, wi , th him ’ and the world 
of People that had there taken re- 
fuge. 

O; 
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The Renegado being entred into 
the Country, pretended.to make his 
efcape as well as the other Chrijlians , 
from the Perfecution of the Moors y and 
over-ran all the Mountains of Bifcaya , 
where he moft carefully obferv’d all he 
faw, in purfuance of the orders he had 
receiv’d from Adilbar : But when upon 
his departure thence again, he was 
brought before Pelage , by the Guards he 
had plac’d upon theFrontiers,havingbeen 
taken for a fpy-as he really was; Pelage 
ask’d him a Thoufand Queftions, but 
as he was cunning and crafty, he an- 
fwer’d very pertinently, and without 
being at a lofs: Pelage neverthclefs 
was not willing to let him go, and 
kept him fome days in Prifon ; but at 
length, finding nothing againft him 
but a weak fufpicion, with which his 
Imagination had been poflefs’d, he fet 
him at liberty. 

After this, the Renegado took his 
time fo well, that he found the means 
to get again to Cordoua , where he de¬ 
liver’d Adillar an account of all that 
had befaln him, and of all he had 
feen ; alluring him, that it was no dif¬ 
ficult matter to force the pafs of thofe 
Mountains, that were guarded only 
' by 
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by a fmall handful of men, of little 
Courage. 

Adilbar being incourag’d by this 
Relatton, refolv’d upon undertaking 

a f‘ nft Pe H\ well perceivinf 
that if he had once reduc’d the Chrifit 
a»s of that Canton, Hifpalis would 
no longer put him in pain, the fuceours 
thatTown had receiv d from Bifcaya ha¬ 
ving oeca lion d it’s not being furrendred. 
Wherefore he prepar’d fuddenly to be- 
liege it, as not believing thofe Moun- 
tainers could refill him long; and 
nattering himfelf with the hopes of ren- 
dring Aloulvalid the abfolute Mailer 
ol all Spain, as far as the Pyrenean 
Mountains, that feparate it from France. 

For this purpofe he allembled twelve 
thouland Foot, and would not take any 
Horle along, as not believing they 
could be ufelul to him in fo rocky a 
Country*. With this fmall Army,.®., ■ 
compos’d of choice men, he advanc’d Country ’ 

^ place by the Spaniards °f& oc ^ 

calld the Term of War. 

Pelage having notice of his march, 
conven’d the Principal Perfons of the 
Cantons of Bifcaya , to concert with 
them the means of oppofing him ; 
and their unanimous opinion was, to 
O 3 think 
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think of defending the Entrance of the 
Mountains, which was very difficult « 
this was alfo the fentiment of Pelage ; 
fo as that having plac’d five hundred 
chofen men, and well arm’d in Ambuf- 
cade in a great Quarry or Den, that 
is under a fteep Rock, 'Pelage plac’d 
himfelf a little higher with fifteen hun¬ 
dred men, being all he could aflfem- 
ble. 

The Moors going about to mount, 
to get to that Mountains 'top, Pelage 
charg’d them with the final! Forces he 
had, but had quickly been overcome, 
had not the five hundred men that were 
hid in that Cavern, as I newly hinted, 
appeared in the nick behind the Ene¬ 
mies, put them into diforder, kill’d a 
great number of them, and put all the 
reft to flight. 

That day Adittar by computation 
loft a thoufand men, befides the great 
number of thole that were dangeroully 
Wounded; whereas the Chrijlians loft 
but four hundred. 

Pelage Retreated forthwith, with all 
his Men, into the hallow of thole 
Mountains, to defend the Entrance of 
them, well knowing this to be the m<jft 
important of all; infomuch, that AdiU 
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lar imag’d’at the lofshe had newly 
undergone; all the faults of which he 
reflected upon the Cbriftmn Renegade 
who had deceiv’d him j he fern him to 
the Gallows. 


After having well examin’d the dif¬ 
ficulty there was in forcing fuch nar¬ 
row and fteep Pafiiges, he found his 
continuing any longer in that Country 
would be only the lofing of time and 
men, and refold’d to put off this Enter- 
prize till another time, when as he 
might find an entrance more eafie to 
force, than that from whence he had 
been newly repuls’d. Wherefore with- 
out flaying there much longer, he re- 
tu f*v“ .mto Andaloujia, where he dif- 
-Army, and let his thoughts 
wholly upon Regulating and Policying 
that Kingdom, while Pelage and his - 
People blefs d God for fo favourable a 
fuccels, and were confirm’d in their 
opinion of thole Mountains, being 
made in due manner for the putting a 
flop to the Conquefts of the Moors , 
and ferve for an Azylara and Retreat 
to the Chrijlians; wherefore they us’d 
their utmoft endeavours to fortify them 
to the belt advantage. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Of the Death of the King o/Thu- 
nis, and of the great Wars 
Aboulvalid was obligd to itiake 
to render himfelf Mafter of that 
Kingdom .. 

T H E joy King Alouhalid had 
lor the victory he had gain’d over 
fcis: Brother Abraham, was quickly ruf¬ 
fled by the news he receiv’d in a little 
Ipace after, of the Death of his Father- 
in-law, Mahomet Gilhair. He left no 
other Children fave Qpeen Omhalair, 
wherefore he refolv’d to fend out of 
hand to take pofleflion of fo fine an In¬ 
heritance, for fear that if lie deferr’d 
any longer, fome change might hap¬ 
pen, as commonly does in fuch occafi- 

°u S f *° r ^ emn an Embafly, he 
cfiole one of his favourites, call’d AluU 
cacm Alen Marchan, who departed in 
great hafte with all his Train, and was 
very kindly receiv’d by all the Grandees 
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of that Court, and Lodg’d in the De- 
ceafed Kings Palace. 

^Having forthwith conven’d all the 
Members of the Council of that King- 
dom ? and having let them perufethe 
Powers he had from Alouhalid, in his 
Name to take PoiTeffion of that State 
they examin d them, and having found 

Kina ^ f / e ;°J m they 0D § ht to be . 

King Alouhalid was acknowledg’d and ' 

/ Kl ° S ° f z that great Ki ngdom, 
and Alulcacim Alen Marchan Vice-rov 

in his abfence. But as in all times, and 
all Countries, People thereareTranf- 
ported wuh a defire °f R u i in g ; on ‘ of 
the Principal Governours was there of 
this , who flattering himfelf with the 

thought that being Mahomet Gilhaits 
near Relation, the Kingdom ought ra¬ 
ther to appertain to him, than to his 
Daughter, began under-hand to follicit 
all the Leading men and Governours, 
each in his turn, to aflift him with his 
Forces. He reprefented to them. That 
being born m the Country, and with 
them brought up, and the late Kings 
neareu Relation, ^the Crown belong'd 
t° him rather than to a Foreigner; 
and had the knack fo to coaksthem 
with fine promifes, that they at laftre- 

' folv’d 
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folv’d among themfelves for the molt 
part, to throw off Aboulvalid’s Yoafe 
and to place him in his Head upon the* 
Throne. Hacan (fo was this Captain 
call a) wanting not courage for fo no- 

ble an enterprize; having 'aflembled 

ail the heads of his Party, entred by 
main force into the Palace, where 
Aben Marchan had his residence. This 
Vice-King diftrufled nothing; but as 
loon as he had notice of fo very trea¬ 
cherous a defign, having put himfelf 
upon his defence with what happen’d 
to be about him, he chofe rather to 
dye in defending himfelf generoufly, 
than to fall alive into the hands of the 
R evolted. Thus though they only 
reaJIy defird to take him prifoner, they 
kill’d him,with all thofe that were about 
lum, without fomuch as one efcaping. 

The rumour of this riling being im¬ 
mediately fpread, all thofe of Hacan’s 
Party proclaim’d him King, after the 
wonted manner, taking withal an Oath 
of Allegiance to him: And this new 
King fail d not at his acceffion to the 
Vrown, to . bellow favours upon all his 
Partisans, and to give, as all Ufurpers 
do, all the orders neceffary for the ac- 
get quinng of reputation*. 

credit. 

At 
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At that feme time, one Wednefday* s«bb, 
evening, a very great Comet appear’d c?met ‘ 
upon the Horifon ; about whofe angle 
it took up towards the Eaft : It was ac- 
company’d with very thick Clouds, 
extraordinary Winds, and pernicious 
Exhalations, and appear’d for forty 
vdiole days together. This very much 
affrighting the new King, he caus’d the 
Mathematicians and Aflrologers of the 
Country to meet; who, after haying 
very exa&ly examin’d the Elevation 
and Nature of this Comet, and the 
fign in which it rife, faid that it threat- 
nedthe Kingdom with great Wars, and . 
the Kings Perfon with an imminent 
Death. 

While they were ftill making their 
Obfervations, a great‘Earthquake was 
felt.aad being repeated to the eighth, or 
ninth time : and there arofe fo furious 
a ftorm at Sea by the great Eaftem 
Winds, that all the people of this Coun¬ 
try, thought that the end of the World 

was coming; nay, they faid they had 
heard by night, flrange howlings in 
the Mountains, that feem’d to be roar¬ 
ing Lyons. But what moll amaz’d 
and was moll flrange, was a Cloud 
that coming from the Weft, burft up¬ 
on 
























* Actio, 
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on their heads, and rain’d a water of the 
colour of blood. The Earthquakes I 
have newly mention’d, had topfy-tur- 
vyed fome Houfes, and over-whelm’d 
whole Families uuder their mines ; in- 
lomuch, that not only the people, but 

the King himfelf was in a Confterna- 
tion. 

Thefe furprizing ligns of Heavens 
anger , were follow’d with a great 
fcarcity of Corn, that familh’d to death 
leveral perfons, as alfo with certain 
*• Contagious * Sores, that taking them 
in the Groyn, and behind the Ears, 
knock d oft a very great number. 

Aboulvali^ whom Hacans Rebelli¬ 
on had very much inrag’d, feeing the 
people weary’d and ruin’d by all the 
late W ars, was not in a very good po- 
fture to undertake fo great an one as 
this that fell upon his hands. He con- 
vend the Eftates, where having expos'd 
the neceffity he was under, to go re- 
duce under his obedience a Kingdom 
that fo lawfully belong'd to him; on 
the account of the Queen his Wife • 
and having demanded of them fuccours* 
in Money, they anfwer’d him that they 
mould not fail him in his need, but that 
it was requilite firft to know in what 

Rate 
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ftate the Kingdom of Thmis was, and 
whether the Peffilence that had afceady 
lafted two months was ceas-d; the r l 
folution was taken that enquiry Ihould 
be made; and the perfons lent thither 
brought word back. That aworid of 
people was there dead of it, but that 
the contagion began to diminilh. This 
occafiond the haftening the preparati 
for that War, inLu<Cffa 
great number of flout Ships were fit¬ 
ted outfor the taking onBoSrd fo J ea t 
an Army as was that then preparing 
to be embark’d in it, i n the Spring if . 
the Year following. ^ ° 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

Aboulvalid makes Muca Gene- 
ralijfmo of his Armies, and 
after having reduc d the King¬ 
dom of Thunis under his Obe¬ 
dience, returns into Arabia. 

M Zfca hadferv’d Aboulvalid ufeful- 
ly in the War he had with his 
Brother; he was his Father Almanzors 
moft Trufty Servant, and had had a 
great fhare in the honour of the Con- 
queft of Spain : All thefe reafons made 
this Prince caft his eyes upon him, to 
confer on him the Condutft of his Ar¬ 
my; and being then in his Govern¬ 
ment, he fent him an expreis Courier 
to give him notice of this new War, 
and that he had nominated him Gene- 
ralifiimo in all his Armies; the terms 
of his Letter to him were as follow. 

Aboulvalid ’s 
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Akttlvalids letter to Mttctt 
Abenzain, Generaliifimo in 
nis Armies. 

Praife be to our Soveraim God 
Amen. 6 

T HE moft High, and moft Dread 
K ?k f f^ e -Arabians; Vicar of 
" v \ and defender of his Law, About1 

ny, 

•Ztt&s A '"" s ’ * Sea “ d 

that the Great Caliph MehomecGilhiir 
Eingof Thurns, our honourdLord andFa’ 
th.er-m-law being dead,and the virtuous A- • 
ulcacxm Aben Marchan our Servant who 
had been incur name to take poffefton of 'that 

pefpk'JrfP to make our 

people taft the fweetnefs of our Reign, 

when 
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when Captain Hacan, as you doubtlefs 
have been already inform'd, entred by 
main force into the Palace Royal o/'Thu- 
nis; and after having killd our Governour, 
and all our faithful Servants, had with - 
drawn himfelf from his Allegiance to us • 
and by force, caus'd himfelf to be own'd 
the abfolute King of all the Country; 
which he governs Tyrannically . Where - 

fore, for the recovery of that Kingdom, it is 
necejfary that you ajfemble the greatefl 
number of Troops as Jhall be poffible for 
' you, in the Kingdoms that are under your 
Government ; and that you fet forth with 
them and our Army, to repair to the Port 
*It is not 0 f Capha *, in the midfl of the month of 
whaT niq Ragab, in theapproachinghundredth Tear 
place that of the Hegira ; at which time, we will go 

norhow to J°y n J 0U Wlt ^° Army which we caufe 
it’s call’d to be rais'd in the Kingdom of Syria and 
at prefent. Arabia ; till when we refer the refolving 
with you upon all matters, enjoyningyou to 
order all as you Jhall judge mojl expedient, 
by your Prudence and Valour; wherein we 
have an entire confidence . 

From oar Prefence, in the Palace of 
Corbal, in Arabia Fcelix, the 2 d. 
of the Moon Mahairan, in the 
Year 99. 


Muca 
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Mk* having received the King his 
Matters Orders, was overjoy d J th e 
employment with which he honour^ 

out al| n h ha fr lnS 4 nadeLeavie s trough- 
Tfj! h r , Kingdom > and heap’d up 
all forts of Ammunition, as well for the 

"rnv hi “ for his W 

Army he embark’d with twentv 

thouland very brisk men, and made 

Sad towards the Levant , while theKi™ 

23 wi* le fi “ e t S - 

£? ir° t u“H eight hundred Horfc, he 
had attembled yj Arabia, and made 

towards the JVeJl , infomuch, that the 
two Armies join d happily in the Port 
of Capha This fill’d this Prince full 
o joy, for he wou’d needs come in 
Perfon to this War, well perceiving 
that when he fhould have reduc’d the 

Matter or all Africa, from the Sea of 
the Levant to that of the Ponant 

KouIT haVmg Landed at Thmis, 
iLf uod . 1 . an y °PPofition at his de- 

horh ’h l had the means to marlhal 
both his Armies m Battel-array. 

_Hacan being fully inform’d of thefe 

Warlike preparations, was extremely 

intimidated : Neverthelefs, as he had 

been long prepar’d to maintain his 

P Ufurpation, 
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Usurpation, he had afiembled forty 
thoufand Foot, and eight thoufand 
Horfe; with whom he went with 
great Refolution to meet Alouhidid,\ 
and couragioufly flood his coming in a 
large Plain, not far diftarit from the 
* The Sea, and calfd Falh Almahgue* • where 
Kdf bavin S drawn up his Army in Battalia, 
it began by two bodies of Horfe, that 
Skirmilh’d for Some time before they 
mgag’d the reft in the Battel, that laft- 
ed all that day, from Three a Clock 
*vitm, ui the Afternoon, till Night*, that fe- 
obihuky. parated the two Armies with the lofs 
ol eight hundred Foot, and about 
three hundred Horfe, on the Kings fide • 
and five hundred Foot, and four hun¬ 
dred Horfe on that of Hacan, with¬ 
out reckoning a number of Wounded; 
among others, one of Mucas Children’ 
call’d Ifmael, had two thrufts with a’ 
Pike in his Thigh, for which Aboulva- 
lid was much concern’d. But the Fa¬ 
ther feeing the Grief his Matter thence 
receiv’d, told him with a very gay and 
refolute countenance, that there was 
not matter for lb much trouble as his 
Majefty exprefs’d; neither he nor his 
Son being come thither to gain Riches, 
but to dye for his Service; and that 

thus. 
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thds though his Son Ihould not recover 

rln ? 0U u dS) the m atter would be 
mall, fincehe was only Born to dye- 

rwi? e con -trary, he Ihould hold his 

Efl f i S n C em P lo y’ d > becaufe he had 
firft fo Wei! aveng’d it; and this was 
true for he had kill’d with his own 
hand a very great number of the Ene- 

wor S rL an f tha £ day perform’d adfions 
W r> thy i° f an Eternal memory, 
of the ^Michwasthe 9 tk Atthebe . 

dredrh v ° ^1 ue K m the hun- gening of 
uredth Year, the Battel renew-d 

break of day, and lafted till Noo„ 

when Hacads Men began to Buckle 

did T nnr 5^ S e W ntred int0 ?W, 

v4or! ^ n i 30 a bfolute 

V^ory unkfs he had Hacan in his 

hands: So as that he forthwith fent 

Foot and Horfe out on all fides to feek 

thro F oim £ n gthem great rewards if 
^ brought him to him. They 
fought hun fo well, that the Dogs of 

in ^Cavf S iee P, barkifl § after him 
n a Cave where he was hid, created 

defire m them to go thither, and 

F %. occafion’d 
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cccafion’d his beirg taken. He was 
immediately brought before Al'oulvaM\ 
to whom having given a great deal of 
i|l language, as a defperate man, that 
faw there was no Remifiion for him ; 
the King, that was otherwife very 
mild, was lb provok’d, that he caus’d 
him to be impal’d alive, and left him in 
that condition upon the Gate of the 
Town, where he languiih’d five whole 
days ; at the end of which he dy’d a 
very cruel Death. All the Principal 
Leaders of this Rebellion were . then 
Beheaded ; and one of the General 
Officers of the Army, call’d Abraham 
Hacen, was chofen to be Vice-roy of 
Themis, in the room of Hacan the 
Rebel. 

. Aloitlvalid having fettled his Autho¬ 
rity ia that Country, and brought all 
things again into their Primitive order, 
fet forth again with his Army towards 
the Levant; and being arriv’d at Carlal, 
where he was receiv’d with great Ac¬ 
clamations, the firft thing he did, was 
to reward all the Principal men that 
had ferv'd him in that War, and parti¬ 
cularly Muca, whom he made of his 
high Council, and one of the Principal 
Minifters of his State. After this, 

with- 
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without ftaying longer in his Palace 

to re P° fe Wmfeff, 
he thought of taking a Pilgrimage to 

his Court Whlther ^ WCnt With a part of 
Being on his return through the De¬ 
farts, there arofe fo fiirious a Wind 

& r f m ° Ving ^ o!e Mountains of 
Sand from one fide to another, as 
fometune happens; it buryed above 
three hundred Eerfons of his Retinue 
that were found thus Interrd alive’ 

SfjT* affli ? ed , him - But h ^ing 

P is d them, at the long run he arriv’d 
in good health in Arabia Fxlix, where 
he was receiv’d with great joy by Si 
his Court, and thought in good earneft 

^^^Wmfdf, after all the troubled 
he had thitherto undergone. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

The Oath of Allegiance which 
Aboulvaud caufes the States 
to tak§ to Jacob Almanzor 
his Son. 

T H E Caliph thinking only now 
of leading a more calm and fe- 
date life, and confidering that he had 
not any other Children than Ja¬ 
cob Almanzor capable of fucceeding 
him ; he was very willing to fecure 
to him the Crown, before he was over¬ 
taken by Death, that regards Kings no 
more than other men. For which 
reafon, after having conven’d all the 
Grandees of his Kingdom, a Moralite, 
call’d Mahomet Alga felt, that was in 
great favour with him, and whofe ad¬ 
vice he demanded in things of the high- 
eft importance; by his order made them 
a long Speech, on which he gave them 
to underftand, the reafon for which he 
had call’d them together; whi?h was 

to 
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5 ° °fi W , n / rinCe , 1 acob for 

Kl L f" 5. of a “ h i S 

after his Fathers Death. The States^- 
having declard; they all approv’d this 
de/ign,as a thing very advantageous to fc 

f a11 *e Nation? 

King Aboulvalid having one day put on 

hisRoyalRobes, fat in his Throne, and 
caus d Prince Jacob Almanzor to fit there 

£ Jl“£ ° n his Right Hand; and 
then all the Governours of the Places 
ing prefent, Mahomet Algafeli the 
^ being feated on fhe Kings ' 

Lett Hand, role up and utter’d thefe f 
words, with a loud and inteUigible 
voice.- Gentlemen , Honour'd Governours , 

^ rUl °hl L ? r ^f* Mebab ’ you here P re f ent i 
King Aboulvalid mills and requires" that 

you own Prince Jacob Almanzor, his Law- 
}ulSon, who is here prefent, for abfolute 
Majler of all his Realms, after his Death, 

Are you willing to make Oath to him ac¬ 
cordingly f To which they anfwer’d aloud 
les, we are willing • Do then, reply’d 
Atgajeh, as a token of the Allegiance you 
promife to him, and of the Pofefion he 
from this prefent is going to take of the 
Crown, all that the King and I am going 
to do. Then the King rifing, took his 
on by the Hand, and feated him in 
P 4 his 
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hi? Throne; and the Prince having 
taken the Right Hand of his Father, 
Ms d it for a mark of his Obedience. 

* Rid*, th^ e R> at ^ er ° n L hlS fide ’ for a tQ ken of 
Benediftf. ^ ^lefling he gave him, laid his 
on. Hand upon his Head; and alfo killing 
. jus Sons Hand, fat down by him on 
h ? s Right Hand ; Algefeii the Moralize 
fame, and fat down on his Left • 
and after him all the Governonrs of the 
Provinces having alfo kifs’d hisHand : 
an Alfaqui having brought the Alcoran, 
Wrapt up in a very rich fluff; and ha- 
vinglaid it on the Table, Algafeli the 
Moralize rofe up from his Seat, and 
lifting up his voice, that he might be 
heard by the whole AfTembly ; Ho- 
nor able Governours, faid he, and Virtu- 
ousKnights, and alfo every one of you here 
prejent ; Do not you fvear and promife ly 
the Supreme God, and ly all that, is con- 

Tu,T thl r Bo < acknowledge and 
bold allyour life long, Prince Jacob Al- 

H/f n f°D fo r J our Xing and Soveraign of 
all the Realms , as Son and Lawful Heir 
andSucceffour of King Aboulvalid Abe’ 
nacer, his Father* And all having an- 
™' er 5 le fo we promife it: Let him then, 
tie Moralize reply’d, that fhall not ac- 
complifh what he has new promis'd, he 

declar’d 
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declar’d Perjur'd,Infamous *, and a Trqytor * 
to the State,and may the curfe of the Great 
God fall upon him, and on all his • and Perjuri 

J®, A / em u bl y. cr >’ d > ^men. 

And the Moraine havmg faid, with an 
audible voice, That for the folemnity 
of their Oath of Allegiance, all fhould 

“ lm ® as tbe King and he did. 

The King being got up, and having 
Itils-d the Alcoran, put it upon his Head 
the Moralite, and all the Chiefs and 
Governours did the fame afterwards 
^ ch Jf their order. After which,’ 
the Moraine being got up from his 
Seat, and having addrefs’d his Speech 
to Prince Jacob Almanzor ■ Tour Celfi- 
tude faid he to him, do you not fvear 
and promife ly the mofi Great, and mofi 
Htgh, and by all that is contain d in this 
Book, in Quality of Kings, and Sove- 
ratgn of thefe Realms, to do Juflice to 
his Subjects ; and maintain and keep all 
the Priviledges, that the Kings his Pre- 
decejfors in general, and each of them in 
particular have granted them; fo as that 
you may caufe them to live in Peace, and 
notfuffer any wrong to le done them. And 
the Prmce having faid, Tes, and that 
he fwore and promis’d it: Mind it well 

then, reply’d Algafeli, for if you do not 
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do it, the curfe of God will fall upon 

thJ * S . u ? 0H , 0ne . Period; to which 
the Prince having anfwer’d, Amen- 

b? t° Ur fi Cd fi tude the *> continued 

QatU 1 ^ m r y j° U T ke an f olemt 
Oath do as I do: In uttering thefe 

words, he took the Book, and ha¬ 
ving kifsd, and put it on his Head, 

m SS? “ “ ,he Wncc - wh » 

,ii T S? ^ eremon y being finilh’d, 
aU the Governours, and Leaders 

PrJn~°° P r ’ ».- g0ing out the 

nnce, fet him on Horfeback, and 

rarryd him around through the 

• J ’ r in gre3t Pom P> amid the- 
noife of a world of Inftruments : And 
all alighting at the great Mofch; 
and having faid their Prayers there 
-r p d , Wlth tje fame Pomp to 
fe, PaIa ee, where the King his 
5e h wJr d b 15 coming, and Ihere 
rated ^ 1 Cavalcade ended and fepa- 

dJc hiS /°- emnit J , lafted three Whole 

SSV i unng w ^ich, there was nought 

but Feafts, Conferts of Mufick, Tur- 

oth er Recrea¬ 
tions to be thought of. 


Thefe 
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. Thefe three days that had been 
given to joy being pafsd, the Ring 
C3>us d the States to be held once 
again in his Palace, to confirm and 
I tatify all that had been done; and 
the Mora bite open'd the Seflions in 
thefe terms. Illujlrious Captains, Ge¬ 
nerous Governours, Brave Cavaliers, 
that are here all prefent; do not you 
confirm and ratify the Oath of Allegi- 
, ence, to Prince Jacob Almarizor, our 
Soveraign Lord, who is here prefent ? 

And all having anfwer’d Tes; and 
faid exprefly, that they ratify’d it. 

Let all, purfu d he, for the conclufi- 
en of fo Jolemn an Oath, do then, as 
the King and I (hall do : In finifh- 
ing thefe words the King arofe, 
and having taken the Alcoran, he 
kifsd it, and put it again upon the 
Table; he alfb took the Prince his 
Sons hand and kifs’d it; and after 
that the Morabite, and all thofe 
that compos’d that great Aflem- 
bly, had done the fame, they 
were diflolv’d, after having all re¬ 
ceiv’d fome favours from the 
King, who was very much fa- 
tisfy’d with feeing the Accomplifli- 
ment of a thing he had fo much " 

defir’d. 
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defir d. This great Ceremony pafs’d 

the ten firft days * of the Moon 
^»Jeof Raleh, on the firft day of the 
of our Year 104 of the Hegira. 

Lord, in 
the month 
of Kerch. 


' •/ 
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CHAP. XXX. 


Aboul valid s' Death, who leaves 
to one of his Kinfmen, caltd 
Mahomet Amcari, the Re¬ 
gency of his State, during his 
Sons Minority. 


A*i 


Mihalidw as much joy’d to fee all 
„ .,§ rcat Kingdoms in Peace, and 
dl the Wars and Di/Tentions he had 
. 1 fe n , °^§ d to undergo, abfolutely 

CHAP. | ftifled: But as the Wheel of Fortune 
turns continually, and there is no 
man upon Earth , that has a con¬ 
tinued and an accomplifh’d happi- 
nefi ; all Great, and all Mighty, as 

fc r W *V}f - ry di 5 like - &ther inen; 

For he fell mto fo obftinate and lb 
violent a Feaver, that whatever care 
the greateft and ableft Phyficians 
in the World took, that were at 
that time, they could not bring any 
Remedy to it Wherefore this Prince 
feeing that all that was given him, 

did 


V 
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Shim more hurt than good, re- 
ftuvu-upon taking nothing at all • 
And one day, in their prefence, and 
in that of the Principal Perfons of 
his Court , he faid, That he plainly 
percei'vd it to be the Will of God 

S Uld / dy f, of ‘hat illnefsl 
tMt thus he thank d them for all 
the pains they had thitherto ta¬ 
ken, and that he had no longer 

in y "S of them. Then he dif- 
mifsd them, as well as all thofe that 
were about his Bed, and fent for 
Mahomet Algafeli the Moralite, to con¬ 
fer with him upon all things, and 
to provide the Left he could for the 
Gwernmem rf tire State, after his 
Death ,• which was what put him 
moft in pain : For he plainly faw 
r 5 S ° n was ^ yet too Young, to 
to contam fo many Potions 
m their Duty; and that it was ab- 

S S to § ive the Regen- 

cy of the State to fome one, during 
his Minority. He was much at f 
iols how to determine on whom to 
pitch, but he and Algafeli at laft 
concluded, that there was not a 

moi r f m £ re AbUlt y> not in whom 
more Confidence could be put, than 
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fa Mahomet Amcari -, h is very nea r 
. Relation , infomuch, that having had 

Jj®. cal i d ?° him, to tell him 8 the 
choice he had made of his Perfon- 
and Amcari having made him a 
Aoufand Proteftations of Acknow? 

? ! me f^ and Fide,it y» ^ nam™hirn 

m his laft Will and Teftamem, tS 

Regent and Lieutenant-General of 
the Empire till that his Son Almal 
zw-wasat Age to Govern. 

He livd but a very few davs 
after having declar’d his Will in 
this manner. And as he had g<£ 
vernd with much Lenity and Juftice 
his Funeral, that was perform’d 

with a”* 1 i ft ^f’ WaS ace °mpany’d 
with a real Mourning by all t f, e 

SS’f 3nd W j th fuch tears as de- 
a down-right Afflitfion. 

tzbtTu^Z haV u” g immediately 
fUJ 0 iTf?* management 

folv’d^ r’ he - ?- Ueen Mot her re- 
folvd to hve retired, as being well 

becoming a Widow; and that ft e 

a nA V l th \. mor . e of her 
y° n ’. and heep him in the greater 
SS*. withdrew to a cEy 

Sr Farb Whith . er th r ^ 

her Father-in-law, formerly retired ; 

and 
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and where there was all forts of of obliging them. When anv of 
Gowenrapccs. them dy’d, he only put in their 

Wherefore being gone thither to P^ce fuch people as of whom he 
Unit her felf up with all her Fa. was well allured*, and whom he* Muthen, 
mily, and that of the King her Son; thought would not fail him on oc r eady k *° 
Amcari feeing himfelf abfolute Mailer cafion ; and did this with fo much 
of the State, and obey’d by all the diffimulation, that as he fpoke to 
Governours of all the Realms that no body of his delign, nor did anv 
compofe this great Empire, began to body perceive it. At length, having 
be fenfible of the movements of difpos’d all things to his fancy- ha- 
Ambition, and the defire of Reign- vin g reduc’d them to the point he 
ing, that glides by little and little, judg’d proper for the Executing of 
like an Earth-worm, into the Hearts bis Treafon, he would needs com- 
of all men; who from the nothing, municate his mind to one of his 
wherein they were, fee themfelves principal friends, whom he had 
rais’d up to Authority : For after mad e head of the Council of War 
having began to prick him on by call’d Ahen Culejman - who told 
httle bites, they came at length to bim frankly. That fince he ask’d 
gnaw hint all over. him his advice, he found great in- 

Having his mind poflefs’d with conveniences, in undertaking a thing 
this thought, and only thinking of °f that nature, as long as the Prince 
the means to bring it about, he f aco & Almanzor his Mailer was alive: 
thought it expedient • to begin with f° r as he was beloved by all his* 
gaining over the Principal men of Fathers Creatures, there would be 
the Council and Army, and the Go- doubtlefs, many Governours that 
vernours of the Towns and Pro- would declare for him; that this 
vinces ; as thofe that had all the . enterprize would feem very llrange 
Forces of the State in their hands, to the Arabians-, and that it would 
Wherefore he let not any occaiion meet with great difficulties in the 
flip, of making them Prefents, and Provinces; where, in imitation of him- 

oi Q. felf .; 
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fclf, there would not be . a Gover- 
nour, but would make himfelf Ring, 
in the extent of his Government ; 
That thus , whereas all he intended 
to do, was only to augment his 
Authority, and be abfolute and in- 
dependant , he would find himfelf 
abyfs’d, in the ftormy Sea of Wars, 
which fuch an * over-turning would 
on- occafion ; and that after he had 
tit us Rioted the people , it would 
be no longer in his power to calm 
them : Thefe reafons feem’d very 
pertinent to Mahomet Amcari ; and 
as he had ever fped in following the 
other Councils given him by Alen 
Culeyman , he plainly faw, that this 
he then gave him, departed from a 
man confummated in the experi¬ 
ence of State Affairs : Wherefore he 
bethought himfelf of an indubita¬ 
ble expedient, which was to rid 
himfelf of Prince Almanzor. He was 
refolv’d not to communicate this 
thought to any other than the fame 
Alen Culeyman ; but that Wife Coun- 
cellour frill endeavoured to divert 
him gently, and by the bell reafons 
he could bethink himfelf of, from 
fo wicked a defign ; being in no 

wile 
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Wife able to approve of fo horrible 
a craelty, and fo bale and *black an 
action. Neverthelcfs perceiving he 
could not root this intention out of 
his mind, he was furioufly vex’d • 
and having at laft refolv’d upon ap-’ 
plying a fitting remedy, he thought 
it to be tune to difcover the fecret 
of this Treafon , to the Captain-Ge- 
neral, as to his beft friend , and to 
the Prince his Mafters moft Faith¬ 
ful Servant. Muca being much fur- 
prizd at fuch an infidelity, having 
confirm'd his friend in the defign 
he already had, of preventing fo 
great a mifchief; after having con¬ 
certed together what they had to do 
promis’d one another the itr/c 3 r- 
eit fecrefie , they refolv’d that Alen 
Culeyman fhould continue to put the 
Regent upon this matter, of which 
if m ^ c bim the confident ; and 
that he fhould endeavour to diico- 
ver by wliat byafs he pretended to 
bring about his defign , that fo they 

might .by the fame means break all 
his meafures. 

This being their refult, Alen Cu- 
leyman happening to be with Amcari 
Slone, did not !iil to put him upon 
Q . 2 that 
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that Chapter; and the Regent ha-* 
ving told him. That finding the diffi¬ 
culties he had urg’d rational to all- 
intents, he was relolv’d to overcome 
them, by caufing the Prince to be 
Poyfon’d after which all things 
would be eafie to him : Ahen Culey- 
tnan having to this made him anfwer. 
That he was in the right; and ha¬ 
ving much ado to entertain the 
vexation he had on this account, he 
left him as foon as he could, and 
went in all haft to inform Muca. 
Thefe two Trufty Servants, confider- 
ing the blacknefs of the Regents 
adiion, and of what a confequence 
it was to think of faving the Prince 
their Mafter, from the peril that 
was preparing againft him, found 
there to be lefs evil in berea¬ 
ving the Traytor Mahomet Amcari 
of his, life, and fail him in that 
occafion, than to keep his fecret, 
to be Tray tors to their Lawful King: 
Wherefore they both refolv’d to¬ 
gether , that they might - make 
the lefs noife and dilorder, to 
invite him one day to Dinner, and 
to feize on his Perion .while at Ta¬ 
ble; But in the mean while, for fear 

the 
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the Prince fhould fall into the Trap 
that was laid for him, while they 
were taking their meafures for fb 
hardy a defign, they thought it 
convenient to inform the Queen 
of all that pafs’d, that fo fhe might 
be upon her Guard, againft the 
Treafon that was preparing againft 
the Prince her Son. Whereupon 
Muca went to her with all Ex¬ 
pedition, in that retir’d Houfe I men¬ 
tion’d; and having 'acquainted her 
with the Regents Perfidy, fhe was 
much a/Hicled ; but fhe receiv’d 
comfort at the fame, in having 
found fuch Loyal Perfo.ns as would 
difcover it to her. Muca having 
intreated the Queen, to keep the 
matter very fecret, as it highly be¬ 
came her to do, both for her 
Sons fake ; and the whole King¬ 
doms; and having afford him, fhe 
might make account of him, and 
that he was refolv’d to dye for her 
Service; he return’d in all haft to 
the Court of Mahomet , the Re¬ 
gent. 


Q 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

The Regent Amcari, meaning 
to bereave Prince Alman- 
zor of his Life , is difco- 
verd, and punijh’d for his 
Perfidy. 

M Ahomet Amcari , flill contriving 
to work the Princes Death, 
and. feekmg for that purpofe, the 
laieit and kail noiile means, caus’d 
‘pft a ver y nch* Garment to be made, 

iSc to n make hi ® a Prefent of, as is 
cuitomary at certain times : And 
alter having caus’d it to be well 
prepar d, with a very fubtile Poyfon, 
fent it to the Prince, with a thou- 
land other very gallant, and very 
curious Prefents. 

All thole of the Queens Palace, 
leemg thefe Prefents unlolded, were 
immediately tranfported with the 
beauty °f t h at Veftment; all faying, 
That the Prince could not put on 

* 
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a finer: But the Qieen being afraid 
of its being poyfon’d, would by no 
means fuller him to wear it that 
day, no not fo much as try it : 
And the Night being come , to lee 
if Ihe had any realbn to harbour 
iuch apprehenfions, ihe had it put 
upon a great Greyhound, that was 
found dead on the morrow, his 
Skin all cover’d with Sores. 

Mahomet ’s malice and delign being 
then paft all doubt, this generous 
Princefs being very Prudent, and 
having a Courage above her Sex; 
without making any noife of the 
thing hie.had difcover’d, or of the 
resolution fine had taken in her 
mind to punxlh liich an attempt, 
lent to tell Mahomet Ancart k the 
Regent, That the Prince would be 
very glad to fee him, and ihe al¬ 
ia , to difcourfe upon fome mat¬ 
ters of confequence. And knowing 
him to be upon the way thither, 
Ihe caus’d all her Guards " to keep 
the entrance of the Gate, as if it 
were to do him honour ; but with 
order, That none of his ihould be 
admitted in with him. As foon 
as he was entred, they feiz’d on 
Q 4 his 
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his; Perfon, and brought him into 
the Queens prefence; who having 
reproach d him with his perfidy 6 
and told him how ihe knew all his 
Treacherous defign, Ihe had an Exe¬ 
cutioner calld in, whom ihe had 
at hand on purpofe for his Execu- 

SiT’r 3 ^ h r d hi i Throat cut into 
n k t| ! af ™f a Fountain that was 

t R e , Ca ^ le , : T ^en having caus’d 
his Body to be laid upon an Afs, 
had it carry d to Carlal , and fo 
through all the Streets of that Ci- 
ty, followd by the publick Criers, 
who by found of Trumpet, Pro¬ 
claimed he was m that -condition 
for havmg defign’d to P O yf O0 his 
King and feize on the Crown; 
and after having left it in the pub- 
hck place, ihe caus’d his Head to 
let upon the Gate of the Ci- 

ta'cldf n °1 J ° n g defer coming 
w ‘ th the Prince her Sent 
and entrmg the Palace, Ihe fent im¬ 
mediately for the two Faithful 
ervants, who had revealed to her 

S d Tr ^ terous de %n 5 and 

n . nem > That the obligation 
Jay under, for the Servicf they 

had 
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had both newly done her, was fo 
great, that Ihe knew not how to 
exprels the acknowledgement ihe 
had of it; that the only reward 
proportionate to it; was the Regency 
of the State; that ihe had had 
a defign, to give it to the one and 
to the other: but that as this great 
Authority which they both equally 
deferv’d, could not be divided, and 
that ihe was afraid of offending 
one of the tw r o, if ihe gave it to 
the other, ihe was refolv’d to Go¬ 
vern the bell ihe could her felf, 
without giving any one that Ti¬ 
tle; but that ihe would ever manage 
all things by their Councils, and 
that they ihouid ever be. the firft of 
the State after her. They were 
both very well fatisfy’d with this 
refoiution; and News being come 
of a Party that was framing in 
the Weft, flie fent them both, as 
thofe in whom ihe had moil con¬ 


fidence ; namely, Alen Culeyman 
into the Kingdom of Thunis , and 
Muca into that of Morocco , with an 
abfolute Authority, there to contain 
the People in their Duty. Where¬ 
upon they both departed from Car- 

Id, 








234 Conqueft of Spam 

lal\ cover’d with Honour and 
Teftimonies of Efteem and Affe<fti- 
on, which the Queen and Prince 
gave them , and took their way 
towards the Ponant , where they 
fafely arriv’d; but in a ihort while 
after, Alen Culeyman falling ill, dy’d 
on the way: Much fpent his time 
in fetting things in order, in a 
Kingdom he had fo long fince left; 
and Queen Omhalair remain’d foie 
Regent. 



CHAP. 


by the Moors. 


CHAP. XXXIL 


Prince Almanzors Death j the 
Queen his Mother dyes of 
Grief in a Jhort time af¬ 
ter , and Ali Abilhachek 
caufes himfelf to be Pro¬ 
claimed Caliph. 

Q Ueen Omhalair made it the whole 
ftudy and application of her 
■"mind , to bring up well her 
Son, the Prince Jacob Almanzor 9 
whom fhe had ever in her Eye. 
One day when that flie was gone 
to Dine with him, in a Garden out 
of the Town, the Prince after Din¬ 
ner threw himfelf upon a Bed, in a 
Room where he fell a fleep ; and 
a Spider having prick’d him in the 
Right Eye, his Face fwelfd in fuch 
a manner, and put him to fuch great 
Pain, and occafion’d fuch dangerous 
Fits, as that he liv’d but feven days. 

The 
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The Queen kid his Death to to 
. heart, that not being capable of re¬ 
ceiving any Confoktion, or of fur- 
vrnng a Son , for whom fhe had 
to tender an afFe&ion; ihe fell into 
to great a Languilhment, that all 
the Remedies of the Phyficians in 

3 °,.^ ez f m S her Malady, fhe 
dydfifteen days after him. 

Thefe two Deaths, to fudden and 
io dole upon one another, occalion’d 
a mighty amazement in the Court 
that was for tome time in fuch a 
urprize, that their whole difcourfe 
was upon to extraordinary a thing. 
IJutat length, coming to think that 
theie was none left of the Race of 
the Almanzors, to whom the Crown 
appertained by Succeflion; the Lead¬ 
ing men of the Arabians , and the 
Governours of the Provinces, began 
to make their Cabals. One of them 
calld Ah Abtlhacheck , chancing to 
have more Friends than the reft 
causd himfelf himfelf to be Pn> 
claim’d Caliph ; and after having 
caus’d an Oath of Allegiance to be 
taken to him, and. had his Corona¬ 
tion folemniz d with great Pomp 
mth the Solemnity, and the Merri¬ 
ments 
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ments that are wont to be pra&ic’d 
in fuch like occafions ; he began 
with rewarding thofe tha ^ r ^ 
to the place he held, giving them Go- 
vernments and Employs; infomuch, 
that there was no body but on whom 
he conferr’d tome favour: Befides this, 
he apply’d himfelf in good earneft to 
make ^regulations upon all abufes that 
were introduc’d into the Government, 
and to do Juftice to all thofe that re¬ 
quir’d it of him, without making them 
wait; infomuch that he acquird in a 
fhort time not only a great Reputation, 
but alto the friendlhip of all the people, 
they efteemd themfelves very happy 
in being govern’d by to good a Ring. 

Thus ended the Line of the AhouU 



The End of the Fir ft P art. 






